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Decision No. 811.60 

BEFORE TE:E PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE. STATE OF' .CALIFORNIA 

ELEANOR B. BOUSHEY ~ Custome r 0'£ the 
Pacific Ge.s ~d Electr1c Co~p~ny~ 

COc.pleina...'"lt,) 

vs. 
PACIFIC GAS &~ ELECTRIC COMPANY,) 

tl California: corporation,) 
Defendan.t •. 

ELLEN STER.'IIJ" HARRIS,) Stockholder t:nd' 
customer of the Southern 
calito·rn1a Edison Company,) 

Complainent" 
vs. 

SOUT:IER..~ CALIFORNIA EDISON· COMPANY,). 
a californ~3 corporation" 

Defendant .. 

S:s:ERMAN W. CRISELLE>- Custoc.er of the 
Southern Cs.11!ornia Edison Compeny" 

COI:lplQin~"lt ~ 

vs .. 

SOUTEERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY ~ 
~ C~lito~e corporetiQ~,) 

De!end.ant. 

.~scNO' .. 9457 
(filee Octob~r:18,)1972) 

ORDER REOPENING PROCEEDING 

CO-:nplD.ina..'"lt$ Eleano_r B. Boushey,) Ellen. Stern Harris" a'nd 
Sherma.'"l W. Griselle each 1'i1ed on Octooer 18~ 1972~ Do 'vert:(ted 
complaint clleg1ng". !.nter~,) that de!eneents Pc. c1:f'1c, G$'S' ail 
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cm C 9455~ et al~ 

Electric Comp3ny (PG&E) ~nd Southerncali!ornia Ed:tsonCompany 
(Edison) were public utilit1e~ subject to th.e jllrisdiction~ofthe 
Commizsion; that defendants mailed With their customers' monthly 
oil1s written matter s~t1ng defendants' opposition to 
Proposition 20, the Coastal Conservation Act, whi;ch was to be 

presented to the voters, on November 7, 1972; .'ilndthet complainants 
were harmeo as ratepayers tnd voters by this pr.?ct1ce. 

The complaints were consolidated tor heer1ng pursu3nt' to 
Rule 55 of the CommiSSion T s Rules of Procedure. Because of the 
shortness of time between the filing. of thesecompl~1nts ~ndthe 
election on November 7, 1912, the de.fendt'".nts were required to, 
cnswer the complaints and serve copies upon the comple:tnants no 
1:: te r than, 5 :00 p. ct. Friday" Oc tooe r 27, 1972'.' Public heering was 
held October 30, 1972~ ::t Los Angeles. Defend~nts "nswereO' the.' 
complaints' and also moved to diso.1ss 'the complaint,s on the·' ground 

that thei:f'3i1ed to set forth facts sufficient toconst1tute a 
cause of :;·ction. Although evidence was not teken, o.ra~ argument 
on the motions was held, .!lnd the compl:-ints weresubnl1ttedfor 
disposition of the motions to dismiss. 

In Decision No.; 80711;0 issued November 8;0 1972, (the day 
.::lfter the election in question) the Commission :found 'that, the 
complaints in cases Nos. 9455;0 9456 and 9451:did not stZlte a cause . , . 
of ~ction and ordered them diSCl!ssec., Rehearing Of. this .cecis1on . .~' , 
was denied in DeciSion No. 808L!·8" issued Decemoer 19, 1972'-' 

De:::.pitc the fD.ct thet the pcrticular matters involved in the 
compl~1nts Md arguably become moot as ~ resul-: of the occurrenc,e 
of the election :lnd successful p~$sage of the Proposition 'involved, 

, .' . 

compl:zlinants in Cases Nos. 9456 a.."ld 9457 subsequently petitioned 
the Supreo.e Court of the State of c" lifo·rnie f'c>r ~ wri tof. reView 
os to Decision No. 80711. Said petition is now pending before 
tMt court (S.F- No.. 22983; filed Januery 18, 1973). 

The issues ra1sec by the complainants 11'1 their petition for 
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writ of reView t:'.re difficult and co~~lex ~nd involve. 'oroed· 
conzidcrl.lt1ons of the Co::nm1ssion'c regulatory "llthority and, 
rezPonsibili ty ~ We believe thfOlt such. issues Sl'lould receive ~. m.ore 
therough ey.amin~t1en tb.un. was possible in the con"C'ext in Which 
these metters were er1gin~lly brought. 

Bcsed ut>On the foregOing.., end good c~use sppeDring, therefor.., 
IT IS ORDERED 'tact Ceses NO's. 9455.., 9456 (lnd 9457 .ire h~re'oy 

reopenee on the Cor:nnission's own motion. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the.t these nultters sh~ll be set for 
hearing before :;:uch Commissioner and/or Exo.::l1ncr ond at such time 
and pl~ce cs m3y hercafterbe des1gn~ted • 

. The Secretary is d1recteCl to' cause e certified' copy or this 
order to' be served by meil en e:1ch p~rty toC,;,ces Nos. 94~5.." 9456, 
ana 9457. 

De~1:·re::~(";..San Fran.cisco, California ~ this 
. # .1""'.-';.. 197~ .... -------------------> ~. 
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