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Decision No. 81352 IDJ'~"~'trn' .' {~'~·~)[I· ', .. , .. ".' : .• " ~ r' _ -.'. 

:"; .'.' , .. ' :u!A',:: .. 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC'UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

APPLICATION OF 'l'BE ATCHISON, TOPEKA ) 
ANl> SANTA FE RAIJ..TilAY COMPANY,. a cor- ) 
poration, for authority to reduce to 
non-agency status its station at 
National City, County of San Diego, 
State of California 

Application No. 5-3568 
(Filed September 5-, 1972) 

ThOtnaQ I. McKnew, Jr., Attorney at Law,' for 
Ihe AtchiSon, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail­
way Company, applicant. 

J~~$, Engs,trand & Jenkins,. by Donald F. 
}.kLean:r Jr .. , for City of National City;-, 
gilliam Underwood, for John Hancock 
irurniture ManUfacturing Co.; and Henry 
!.oloff,. for Scrap Disposal, Inc.; , 
protestants. 

Jacinto Gonzales,. for Chula Lumber Co.;, 
RiIl1itD Mltze, for Riverside Cement Co, .. ; 
and Alex o. SWanson, for H. G.. Fenton: 
Material ($.7Pi"eMiXed Concrete Co.~; . 
interested parties. , 

John de 'Brauwere, for the Commission st4ff;. 

OP'INION 
~"""-'-----

The Atch1&on, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway COmpany' seeks' 
authority to discontinue its agency at National, City,. S4nDiego 
County,. California,. close the freight house on Samson' Street, 
National City, California, and thereafter 'maintain the s tat:f.:on 

as a. nonagency station. Appl1..C£nt alleges. 'that under' present 
conditions both the bUSiness handled and the type of business 

conducted at the station do not warrant continued >ma'1ntenance 
of an agency at NationalrCity; that the general publIc can~ be 
adequately and conveniently served at the agency s,tatio'nat San 

Diego, California; and' that pUblic ,conven·ieneeand necess1~y can 

best be sexvecl by d1s.cont:lnu1.ng 'this agency at National.' City_ 
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A public hearing was held at San Diego 00. December 14,;· 
I 

1972 before Examiner DeWolf and· the matter was subuitted:. 

Notice of hearing was posted and· published as required 
by the. Commission rules. 

Several letters were received prior to hearingwh!C~. 
state that because National City is growing and has" a large volume 
of carload freight a city of its size should have a, railroad station. 
Otbe~ letters received prior to hearing stated that the station 
should be kept at its present location. 

Three protestants appeared at the hearing and two testi­
fied in oPPOsition to the application. 

Four employees of the applicant familiar with the 
National City station testified generally that the Samson Street 

Freight Rouse station in question is located near the city of 

San Diego;' that under present conditions. the business handled 

at the station does not warrant continued maintenance of the 
agency; that the general public can be adequately and conveniently 
served through the station of San Diego and that substantial 

savings will be effected as a result thereof. 

The protestants testified there is a need for an agent 

at National City to answer their questions. and solve problems. 
Employees of the railroad testified that such· questions 

and problems in the great majority of instances must be referred' 

to S.au Diego for answer and the use of direct commt.m.ieation· to> 

San Diego will expedite and simplify the work. 
The evideuce establishes that the station at National 

City "is staffed by a si.tJ.gle employee who is on duty eight hours 
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during the day, five days a week. The office is· closed one hour 
for lunch. The National City station is five and' a half miles' from 
the San Diego station and four miles from the freight house. ICis 

served by a S'W'1tch engine from San Diego. The agent at National 

City prepares his own P4YToll and With his other duties works. only 

three to four hours per day, although at times substantial overtime 

is earned.. Th1s agent Will be employed' elsewhere and· no layoffs, 

Will result from this change because of a shortness of ageocyper­
sonnel. 

Line 11 (erroneously titled net loss) of Exhibit No~ 1 

1n::l1eates that the National City station experienced a net gain of 
$235,,606.99' in 1970, $409,558 .. 16 in 1971, and $189,834.63 for the 

f1'rst siX 'mOnths of 1972. Applicant t S evidence emphasizes that 
c1os1:ng the National City station Will save considerable money and 
that the functions of checking the yard every morning and evening, 
making claim inspections before cars aTe unloaded" accepting releases 

on U'Oloaded cars, keeping demurrage records,receiv1ng. complaints ~n . 
cars With mechanical defects, and accepting bills of lading can be· 
more efficiently perfor.med by personnel from the San Dieg~ agency. 

A transportation consultant and a representative ofa large furni­

ture company testified for the protestants.. They favored the, local 
agent because inquir1es or requests for cars were handled Without 
delay. The local agent advised them on rating or shipping matters 
and was always available. They occasionally call the san Diego 
office for 1nfo1:'Dl&tion and are u.~ually told to- wait until the call 

can be returned by someon~ who has obtained' the requested informs.:. 
t1on. The ~tness representing the furniture dealer testified that 

he occasionally must make an immediate decision as to whether he 
should ship by tTuck or rail. The local agent has sufficient:- know­

ledge and responsibility to help him reach a conclusio,n.' He doesn"t 
want to have to rely on another.agen.cy whO' would assign an anonymous: .... 
cle:rk to answer his questions. 
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The Natiooal City agency is operating· prof:ttably'and,' ' 
requi:res only .a single employee ~ who Will be employed el,sewhe-re· ~ 
by the railroad i£ the agency is closed. Local shippers Will 

, . 

be inconvenienced if the National City agency is e11m1na,ted'and 
the agent is transferred to San Diego. 
Findins.s 

1 •. 0pe-rat1ng revenues at the National City' station have 
increased substantially during the last three years-

2. The ioaeas1ng -revenues indicate that nearby shippers ' 
Will use the loeal facility in p-reference to the la'X'gerSan 
Diego ageney. 

3. The sexvice provided by the National City·agent includes 
track and yard inspections, claim investigations,. handling can­
plaints, keeping demurrage records, ordering rail cars fj)r 

~" 

" 

shippers, and handling bills of lading. ~ 

4 - An agent is required at National City to provide s~rvice 
for local shipperse 

The Canm1ssion the'refore finds and conc:ludes·tba:t public 
convenience and necessity require that applicant's Nat1onalC1ty • 
station remain as an agency station. 

. ' '," 
• • J • 
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IT IS OP~EP..ED that Appl!.c&tion No.. 53568" is denic~ ... 

The e:fect1ve dd.te of this orcier shall be twent!r dsys 
efter ~h~ ~te hereof. 

Dated at San FranciIc». 
c'ay of' MAY ~ 1973~ 

J 
> california> this ~1 .... ~'_· _ 

COl!lml'~10tl~~ J .. , P. Vuk.O.:!lin.Jr ..... be1D8: 
neec::;..'\:"n~' ~'br.en't. did not J)4rt1e1J)~to 
in the di:J)o:1't1on of th1s,rocoe41D&.', 
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