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Decision No. 81372 | o @RB@BN
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CCMMISSION OF T'HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Investigation ¢n the Commission s own )

motion inte the status, xrates, rules,

regulations, operations, service, Cas.e No. 9173
factlities, equipment, contracts and (Filed January 13, 1971)
practices of ELBERT A. LAND and

MINNIE TEEIMA LAND, individuals, do-

ing business as Land Water Company.

Elbert A. Land, for Land Water _
Company, respondem:.

Johrr A. Gromala, for himself ,
interested party-.

James J. Cherry, Attorney at Law,
for the Commission staff. :

OPINION

By Interim Opinfon (Decision No. 79142) dated Sept:ember 8
1971, the Commissfon staff was ordered to conduct an invest!:-
gation into the financlal ab:t.lity of the respondents to ccmply wi..h
prior Commission o'mers. -

Public hearing was held on October 24, 1972 at Fortuna , |
at which time the matter was sul:mitt:ed._ o ' |

A memorandum £iled in this case revealed that Mr. Land |
coes not maintain any books of accounts as required in accordance
with the Uniform Sy..,tem of Accounts for Class D - Water Uti.lities-
Mr. land did furnish the- st:aff with his personal. :anome ta.x -
returns for the yeers 1964, 1965, 1967, and 1968 and’ stated that
he had not f£iled any income tax return for 1969, 1970, and 1971-,

A review of the tax returns indicates that. for the pastl
few years Mr. Land has been conducting his combined real estate,
rentals, and watexr company operations at a loss of ‘bet:ween $2,000 \
and $3,000. - | R
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Mrs. Land testified that it would. cost aporoximat:ely
$15,000 to bring the water system up to stardard and tbat t."zey
had no cash. e

The Land Water Cempany’s 1970 annual Teport £1led with -
the Comission shows &n operating loss of $8,000. o

In Decision No. 77045 dated April 7, 1970 in Case No-
8938, respondents were ordered, among other things, to do the
following: '

"L. Elbert A. Land and Minnie Thelm,a Land, oefendants,d
on or before October 1, 1970, shall complete the con- |
struction and *eb.ab:’.litat:.on of the 150,000-gallon |
Teservolr, inciuding new roof > screens, and p:(.p'.{.ng and
valves to form a settling basin. '

"2. Defendants shall, om or 'before June 1, 1970,
TeaTxange the service of all customers being. served
through & common water service pipe so that all custo- :
mers have an individual service pipe.

"3. Defendents shall continue £o set and mahtain
weter pressure swltches to provide adequate pressure
to all customers.” '

Ia this proceeding we have found that the respondents
are aot f£ingael ally eble to ccmply with all of the ordering paxra-
g'aphs of Decision No. 77045. However, as responde‘xts service

s still inadequate and as respondents may obtain the required )
":.'.nsncing fn the future, we will reaffirm part of our order frcm
Daclsion No. 77045, and in addition, we will orxder respondents to

ile quarterly reports concern...ng thelr water service and financial
condition until furtbe'r ozder of the Cormniesion-‘ '




Findings IR A
1. Elbert A. land and Minnie Thelme Land are ot fimnciany' |
able to comply with the Cexmisslion®s prior oxders.

2. Land Water Company is not providing,adequate water
sexvice to its present customers. ‘ ‘

3. No additional service connections should be made to. the
Land Water Company s sys*en.‘~

IT IS ORDERED that:

1- No additional water service connections shall be-made
to the respondents’ water system after the ef‘ective date of this
order. ' -
2. The Secretary of the Camnission is directed to g*ve ~
appropriate notice to state or local agencies in an effort To place
prospective buyers on notice of the above restrictzon. '

2. Respondents shall complete the comstruction and rehabilx-
tation of the 150,000-gallon reservoir, including new roof, . screens,
and piping and valves to form a settling besin.

4. Respondents shall reaxrange the serVice of all custemers:
baing cexrved through a common water service pipe so that all cus-_
tozexs have an individual service pipe. _

5. Respondents shall continue to set and'maintain,water
pressure switches to provide adequate pressure to all custmmers-
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6. Respondents shall file. quarterly 'reports 'ccm:nencing
July 1, 1973 concerning improvements to their syst:em, adequauy ol
water service, and the f£inancizl conditfon of the system untfl |
further order of the Camission.

The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. |

Dated at San Francisco » Californi’a,‘ th'is 4.5"”0 o

day of MAY =, 1973. .
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Comis..ioner wunnm Swons. 3:-.. boing
neccessarily ana"?.. 414 ‘not narticipate .
in the d:tspos:.tion or this procoed::u.




