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BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTIl..ITIES CCMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN.!A " 

Investigation cn the Comm1ssion t s own ) 
ttotioo. into the status,. rates:~ '.t'Ules, ) 
l:'egul.ations,. operations, service,' ) 
facilities~ equipment,. contracts and ) 
practices of ELBERT A. LAND and ) 
MINNIE !HELMA LAND, individuals, do- ) 
i ng bl.'tSi:less as Land Wa te:- Company. ~. 

ca~· No. 9173: 
(Filed J'anuary 13., 1971) 

Elbert: A. Land, for Land. Water 
-Company ~ respondent. . 
John A. Gromala, for himself, 

interested party. 
James J. Chern, Attorney at Law, 

for the Commission staff. . 

OPINION 
~--'------. 

By Interim Opinion (Decision No. 79142) datecl Septemberg;~ 

1971, the Camniss1o:l stsf£ was ordered to conduct an 1nvest:t­
gation into the financial ability of the respondents to canply with 
prior C<Xm:n1ss1on orders. 

Pu'bl.:.tc hearing was held on October 24, 1972 at For1:una. 

<It Which time the matter .was sub:n1tted·. 

A memorandtm filed. in this. case revealed' that Mr;. Land 
does not maintain any books of accounts as required' in accordance 
'tI, .. ,tth the Unifonn Syste:n of Accounts for Class D . Water Ut11:it1es. 
M=. Land did furc.1sh the' staff With his- personal 1ncane,U1X 
retul:'ns for the years 1964> 1965» 19&7', and 1968: and stated'. that,' 

he had not filed any income tax return for 1969, 1970" .. and"., 1971 •. / 
I 

A reView of the tax returns indicates that for the past! 
few years Mr. Land bas been conducting his combined real estate~ \' 
rentals, and water company operations at a 10'$8 of between $Z,OOO\' 
and $3,000. ' 

-1-



e 
C. 9173 gl 

~ .. ,-, ,. •• 

Mrs. Land testified that it would cost approX1mately . 
$15,000 to bring the water system up to star.da:rd and that they 
~.a.d no C3.s!l .. 

The L:lnd WoElter CanpanyTs 1970 annual report filed With 
the Camniss10n sb.ows an operating loss of$8~OCO. ' 

In De<:ision No. 77045 dated'April 7" 1970 ,in Case No~ 
893S, respondents were orciered,. among other things" to do the 
folloWing: 

"1.. Elbert A. 'Laod and Minnie Thelma Land" defen&nts~, 
on or 'before October 1, 1970, shall compl~tethe con­
st'rUCtion .and rehabilitation of .. the 150,OCO-gallon . 
=ese'tVo:t.r, including new roof~, screens, and piping and 

" , 

valves to foxm a settling basin. 

"2. Defendants shall, on or before June 1" 19iO, 
reanange tae service of all custaners being. served:, 
through e common water service pipe' so that all custo­
mers r..c.ve an 1c.div1o.uo.l service pipe. 

"3. Defendsnts shall continue to set and maintain 
water pressure switches to pro·.ride adequate press\n"e 
to all custaners .. Tt 

In this proceeding we have found that the respondents 
e'!:'e not i1'Da::l.C1aily able to canply with doll of the ordering pa-ra­
s:aphs of Deeision No. 77045. However ~ as respondents', service 

is still inadequate and as respondents may obtain 'therecr..ured'· 
financing in the future~ we Will reaff1~ part, of our order fran 
~e:tsio:l No. 7704S~ and in addition,. we will order x:espocdents to 
f~le quarterly reports concerning their water service and financial 
condition until further order of the' Commission. 
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Findings 

1. Elbert A. Land and Minnie- Theme Land are not financially 
able to comply ~~th the C~iss1onts p=ior orders. 

2. land Water Canpany is not provid:r.ng.adequate water 
service to its p:esent customers. 

3. No additional service connections should be made to the . 
Land Water Company t s system,. 

ORDER: ------
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. No add1tioDal water service connections shall be made 
to the respondents' water system after the'effe~tive- date of t..."ds ' 
order. 

2. The Secret3:ry of the Canmissionis directed' to give ' ' 
appropriate notice to ste.te, or local agencies in aneffort'to 'Place 
prospective buyer$. on notice of the above'restriction. 

Z. Responcents shall ccmplete the construction and"re~b11i­
t:stio~ of the lSO,OOO-gallon rese-rvo:r.r, including new roof, screens, 
ax piping and valves to fOTlIl a. settling basin. 

4. R.esponde~ts shall rearrange the service of all Custemers' 

~1n,g ~erved throi:gh a cormnon water service pipe so: that all cu~­
to::.ers have an i~<!i Vi.dual seTV1ce pipe. 

5. Respondents shall continue to set and maintain water 
pressure s~tches to provide adequate pressure to all cus,tomers. 
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6. Respondent:: shall file. quarterly reports c:ommencing 
July 1, 1973 concern1ng improvements to their system,. adequecy of'· 
wate~ 3~rv1ce, and toe financial condition,of the systen until 
f~her order of the ~1ss1on. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty day~ 
after the date hereof. 

Dated tit ___ =San_'Fran;",;,;;;;;;;.;dI_ICO~ __ , California, tnis ,/S''Cb 
day of ______ ~MA_Y ___ ·_~ ___ ~ 1973. 
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Comm1ss!oner W1l1~'fU!I,;Sv,aons..~r>;;.:' "1zl~;" ' 
lleecssaril~r\~~tI""'!.~i,~S:~"not',::>I't.1"'t:1C'1J)&" •• ' ,',", 
in the d.:t:J~s1t1oJl -o:fth1s'pl"ocee4il2C;':',' 
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