
~;'_'! ::::60 Decision No. -- '-' -----
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE 'OF cALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the 'Investigation 
into the rates~ rules, regulations, 
charges, allowances, and practices 
of all common carriers, highway 
carriers, and city carriers relating 
to the transportation of any and all 
commodities between and within all 
POints and places in the State of 
California (including, but not limited 
to, transportation for which rates are 
provided in MiniIwm Rate Tariff No.2) .. 

l 
) Case No .. S43-2, 
Petition for Modification 

No .. 748-
(Filed May 14, 1973) 

opmION A~"D ORDER 

Thomas :J. Lipton, Inc., petitioner, is engaged· in· the 
business of manufacturing and distributillg grocery and foodstuff 
products, inc lud ing soup ingred :tents.. This latter product is. 

shipped by petitioner from its plant located in Santa Cruz to 

various points within Califo~ia. 
The transportation of petitioner's soup products is sub­

ject to the Commission's statewide mtnimum rates and regulations 
named in Minimum Rate Tariff 2 (MRX 2). The tariff provides dis­

tance class rate scales applicable to general commocl'ities for which 

specific class ratings are named in the governing National Motor 
Freight Classification A-13 <NMFc A-13). Item' 74800 of 'NMFC A-l3-
presently names a less-truckload rating of Class 60 and a truckload 
rating of Class 35, minimum weight 36,000 pounds for: 

''Soup IDgredients (Soup Mix), consisting of dry 
vegetables and other ingredients, mixed, in 
bags, barrels or boxes ••• " 

In Items SSO - 360.5 of MRT 2~ grouP ccmnodity rs.tings 
of Class 55> minimum wel.ght 20,000 pounds, and Class 35> minimum 
""eight 30,000 pounds, for groceries and grocer's supplies, as 
d~scribed tn the tariff items~ are provided as exceptions 
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to the otherwise~pplicable class ratings named fn the govern~ 

~C A-13. Petitioner requests that the- exception ratings' for 
groceries and grocer's s\lpplies contained in Items 360 - 360,.5 of 

1"1R'X 2 be now made applicable to soup ingredients as described in 

Ite= 74800 of the governing classification. 

Petitioner states that it ships: soup ingre<lients in mixed 
less-truckload and truckload lots with products presently ratable 
under !tecs 360 - 360.5 when such mixed Shipments are transported' in 
20,000- or 30,OOO-pound lots. The soup ingredients presently take the 

higher NMFC A-13 class ratings. 
Petitioner contends that the shipping characteristics of 

its soup ingredients are similar to or superior to- those commodities 
presently enjoying the sought reduced exception ratings. The 
petitioner states that sou~ ingredients have 8' weighted, average 
density of 32 pounds per c\lbic foot and a weighted average value of 
75 cents per pound. The product is not perisha1>le, requires. no 
temperature control service or other special handling., and has no 
peculiar characteristics 'Which make it susceptible to- darcage or 
theft. The product competes in the same market areas and is' subject· 
to similar California intrastate distribution patterns as groceries . 
and grocers r supplies as described in Items- 360 -' 360.5 ofMRT' 2'. 

In Exhibits A and B attached to the petition. commod:ities 
are listed which Ue cuxrently named in Items '360 - 360'.5 of the 
tariff and 'Which are subject to the same or h!gher truckload· class 
ratings in NMFC A-13 than presently applicable to soup ingredients. 
A sC1mmary of the comparative lists of commodities. follows': 

Products in Item 350 Series Taking Class 35 TLRating 

l\'I£1FC A-13 n, 
It~m No. Deseri2tion of Products R.ating 

72140 Beverage Preparations, Dry 35, 
73~~0 Meat Substitutes 35, 
72760 Dessert Preparations 35, 
73730 Y.I.Clcaroni, Noodles. 

Except Canned 
Rice 35 
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Nl-1FC A-13 
Item No. 

21190 
39970 
73200 

Products in Item 360 Series Taking Tt Ratings 
Righer Than Class 35 

Item 360 Descrietion 
Bakery Goods 

candy or Confectionery 
Food Prepared 

TL 
Ratings 

55-
40 
45, 

50026 Colorings ~ Confectioners 40 
Petitioner believes that its rate proposal is responsive 

to the needs and desires of affected parties and is consistent with 
recognized Com:rlission policy.. In the circumstances it is, requested 
that the sought revision of Items 360 - 360.5 be, grantecl by ex parte 
order. 

Copies of Petition No. 743 were furnishecl to various ship­
pers, highway c.tt:riers, and shipper and trucking associations. The 
petition was also listed in the Commission's Daily Calendar for 
May 15, 1973. A Commission Transportation Division staff analysis 
of the petition indicates that the sought relief may be granted by 
ex parte order. the california Truc~Association has also in­
foroeQ the COmmission that it has no objection to ex parte 

consideration of this matter. No objection to the granting of the 
petition has been received. 

In the circumstances, the Commission finds that the estab­
lishment of the proposecf exception ratings for soup ingredients are 
reasonable and that the reSUlting rates will be just~ reasonable, 
and noodiscriadnatory minimum rates for the transportation involved., 
A public hearing 'is not necessary. the Comm.ssion concludes that 
Petition for Modification No. 743 in Case No .. 5432 shou,ld: be,Sranted .. 

I • 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Y.dnimum Rate Tariff '2 (Appendix. D to Decision No .. 31606, 
as amended) is hereby further amended by incorporating therein to 
become effective August 2, 1973,. Forty-third Revised Page 6 and 

Second Revised Page 37-CCC, attached hereto and by this reference: 
made a part hereof. 

-3-



c. 5432~ Pet .. 748 tIlZ 

2. Common carriers sub-ject to the Pub-lic Util.ities Act,. to 
the extent that they are subjec1: to Decision No. 3l606~, as amended', 
are hereby authorized tQ esea.blish in their tariffs the amendments 
necessary to conform ~ith the further adjustments ordered herein. 

3. Tariff publications authorized to be made by commoncerriers 
as a result of the order herein shall be filed not earlier than\:the 
effective date of this order and may be made effective not earlier 
than the fifth day after the effective da1:e of this order, and may be . 

made effective OIl not less than five days' notice to the Commiss;Lon 
and to the public if filed not later than sixty days after the . 
effective date of the minimum rate tariff pages incorporated· in this 
order. 

4. COlIllllon carriers, in establishing and maintaining: the rates 
authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart from, the :.pro-. 
visions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to the extent 

" necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now' maintained 
under olltstanding authorizations; such outstanding. authorizations'., 
are hereby mod ified only to the extent necessary to comply with ~is 
order; and schedules containing the rates· publisbed under this: . 
authority shall make reference to the prior orders authorizing 
long- and short-haul departures and t~ this order. 
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5. In all other respects Decision No. 31606,. as· amendecf, shall 
:t'emain in full force and effect. 

The effective date of this, order shall be twenty days after' 
the date hereof. 

Dated at __ San __ Fran __ cls_C_C> ____ , California, this. 3-~ . 
£ J~Y ~ 9 3 day 0 _________ , 1 7 • 



e 
MINIMUM. RATE TARIFF 2 

INI)~ or COMMOl)XTIES (Continued) 

Only tho 80 article. Which are n&me4 in c~ity rate items or in EXcepe1on. to the 
Governinq CJ..uaif1c:ation and !:Xception R&dnq. 'l'&ri:ft are .h(/\oll\ in the tol1owinq lbt. 

1"iq ... ~ered 
rUe Brick (M) 
rue Clay(M) 
nah (an.1.moal te.d) 
r1ah,. cooked,. pic:kl.4 or 

"pre .. rved 
riah,. tresh,. frozen 
l'iah.. other than tre.h 

350 
365 
365 
338 

320,.345-
775-

or trozen 360 
nah Roe 320 

. l"ittinqa .. Pipe .. Iron or St_1 365 .. 378 
l'lavorinq·eompouna. 360 
Flour ... Bean 652-654~ 
l'lour ... cooke4 339 
1"1our.. edible 360 
Fl.ow:,. qolatJ.n1ze<l 339 
1"1ou.r .. Crain 339 
1"10ur,. Potato 339,.652-654; 
1"10l0lr ... prepared,. edible 339,.652-654; 
1"1ou.r .. Rice 339 .. 652-654'1 
1"1ou.r .. ~a.n 339 
Flour,. 'tapioca 652-654'1 
1"luea,. Boiler 365 
1"ondant,. ean4y 360 
1"004,. &aby 32~ 
1"00d.. CereAl. 360 
rood. Milk ... other than 

111&1 ted,. liqQid 
rood ... prep.aH4 
roc<! Prep.Ilrat:!.Ol\a,. Cereal (M) 
roodstuffa for h~ 

eonwmption 
Fruit (not 4ried,. evaporated 

nor freah) 
Fruit,. Candied ... cryatAlliJ:ed, 

qlaoe4 or atufted 
l"ruit .. cruahed 
Fruit ... dried or .va.porateiS 
Pruit Prink 
Fruit Juice PQw4era or 

320 
360 
360 

345-.. 620,.630 

320 

360 
320 
350 
320 

Cryatal... Citrus ' 360 
Fruit Peel. canc1ied.,. cryatal-, 

l:l.ze<1, qlAcll4 or atuffed 360 
l"ruit Syrups " 360 
ruel .. Wood 729 
Gardeninq Or ~cap~ 
Proc1~ 

Garllc Chips 
c;.r:UC p~ 
Gaa .. petroleum 11quef:1..e4 
Geara.. ~, ateam 

boiler(M) 
Gelat1ne 
eenera.tora. Zlect.r1c (M) 
Germ. vheoll't 

370 
320 
320 
377.5.723-726 

365 
3~0 
365-
652-6~ 

'II 

Girder. 318 
Gluco.. 360' 
Crain a.. de.cr~ under the 

head:l.nq, of ·Crain Croup:" 
in the COvern1nq Cla.si­
fication 

Crain Products aa 4eac:r:l.be4 
under the hea<l1nq "Crain 
Product.- in the COvern­
inq ClA.a1f1ca.t:l.on 

Grate Bara 
Grit,. proce •• ed from 

rock or ehe:Ll 
Groceri •• and·Crocer.' 

Suppl,i.a 
GUllI. Chev1nc;r 

Hominy 
Honey 
Horaeradish 
Koraera4ieh. prepared 
Hulla; cocoa beiln 
H~ll.. eotton.eed" 
Hulla .. NUt 
Hulla. a~nflower 
Hulla .. 'ooI1\ole or qro~nd 
lee 
Ice cr. .. 
Ic1nq. 

*XDqro41cmt.; Soup. (soup 
M1x) ~ 

Inaect1c:l.dee (lot) 
Iron. plate or Meet (K), 

Jam 
Jelly 
JOints,. S~ck.r Rod 
Joiat. 
JUice. Apple(X) 
Juice. c:l.tru. fru1t(M) 
Juice.. C1Ui 

.JUice .. Fruit 
J'uiee.. c;rrape (M) 

. JU1c:. r prune (X) 

:t.ard . 
:t.ar4·Compoul\da 
Lard Substitutes 

652-654'1 

652:"654; 
365 

652-654~ 

360 . 
360" 

320-1 
320,..360 
360 
320-1 . 
652-654;. 
6S2-654l:!' 
652-654; 
652-6541, 
652-654":1 
660 
335-.. 6-
360 

360' .. 5-1' 
377.5'~ 723-726 
365 ' 

320 
320 
365. 
318 
335 ... 7 
335.7 
320 

,320 .. 335.7 
335 .. 7 
33S.7'· 

335.S 
335.5-
33S:.5-

ex> ])eDGt •• art1c:l •• OIl Vb.1.eh appl:l.cat:l.on ot rab •. :1.. l:1m:l.ted to 1II:1.x.C ah.1psunu .. 

* Md1t:!.On,. ])eel.Bion Bo.S1560 

Correction 
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MINIMUM RA.""'a TARIFF 2 

SECOtm~AO& .... ': .. 37<ce: . 

HJIS'1" R.!VXS'I!) PME ••••• 37-eee' 

EXa:Prl0tcS '1'0~. a.ASSD'ICAT%ON' UD 
lCCc:EftIOIIf MTXlGS TARl2"1" (cond.nued) 

(Number. v.!.th1:1 p&renthe ... 1DIDod.1.a.te1yfollOlll1nq coaaod:Lt:l. •• ahOWl'l lM1OW­
~.r to .ucb eommod:I.t1e. .. they u. d .. cr:l.bed :1.n the corre~nd1rl9' :l.t_ 
n'Diber. ot the Gove:min9' Clu.1t1c&t1on .. ) 

C~ Am> C~ .. ~, vu':t (Xt ... 360 AI\4 360.$) 

l4aC4ron1,. NoocU •• , 1t1ce,. Sp&qhatU or, VoXIII:I.celli" except CADne¢ (73730 or 
73750) . 

*1t $yX\lp' (75180) 
J4eat, other thAn tr..h (l.34620, 134640, 134660, 134680, 134160', 134800- or 

134890) 
JtUk, lMlted C1386O) 
l'IU.-e.u:<t C141SO or 74710) 
lIIUa,. ecW>le, .belled,. pl.&1n, .&l.ted or 8WMtened (141660, 1417~, 141180 

or 141820) 
Popcorn, DOt ~ (69150) 
Poppe4 Com (74330) (~ject to JIote. 1 ud 2) 
Potatoea, coolced an4 powdenc1 .. other ,t)wl r.z:ozen (7444$ or 744$0) 
PotAto au.~ (14480) (aw>ject to' Rote. 1 aDd 2) -~r, aak:I.nq (72040) 
Jd.eo, ¢ry', cooked, v.!.th .euoDinq and dry ~etal>l.e O'r other c1xy 1nqre41-

enta (74510) . " , 
s.qO' 0'1' T&p1oc& (14600)' , 
~, !'1ah, MaCUOIU., Meat or Vegetable (74640) 
S.alM DhII.1Dq ~&t1oDa, dry (74620) 
$&1t '(46260 or 74660) Caubj.ct to' Note 1) , 

-soup Inq~ta ($OQp> Xix).. con-1atinq of c1r,( veqet&b1.. and other 11\-
9'~~ .. a1xed (74800) 

Sp1eo. (71520, 71560, 71570, 170720, 170740, 170160, 110780, 170800, 170820, 
170840, 110860, 170880, 170900, 170920, 170940, 170960', 110980,. 171000',_ 
171020,. 171040,. 171140, 17U6O .. 171180, 172830,. 172970, 172990, 173010 
173110, 173170, 173190,. 173210, 113230, 173370, 173490, 113510, 113620 
O'r 173760) 

'1' .. (75240), 
'1' ... , extrace O't (coXl4eMe4 or wt:.nt), dry (73600) 
wax,. loaundr,( CoItpoImd (196740) , 
'X' ... t OJ: y .... t Povder (75470, 15480 or 75490) , 

~ W.19ht 20,000 ~ ,.. ..~ 'OR R _ .. _---_ .. _-- S5 
xi nbnllll we1c;ht 30,000' poIm<la" ,~, - ., R ----- JS 

Non l .. -JtaUDq. ~ apply O'nly ¥ben co.IOd1t1e. a\1bjec:t: to th1. DOte 
Aft ~ppec1' iA 1IWced ~PMnt with OM or more otlMr ~tie. IWIIe4 1n 
thU taJ:Ut 1t_. 

lIO'rZ 2.-Jtat.1.Dq. abown apply only wben tlM we:Lqht o~ the COIImO¢I.t1 •• 
wbject to thU DOte doe. DOt: excee4 S pe~t O'f the toUl. we1c;bt ot the 
aMJ-nt. 

lIlO'1'E 3 .. -:RatiDq. QOWD apply, only wben the we19bt ot the OOIIII041ty'.\11)­
ject to th:I.a not. doe. not exceed 10 percent of the totAl. we:l.qht O't the, 
ah1ptMnt .. 

~ 
'360S 

ISSUED BY THE PUBUC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TliE STArt OF CALIFORNIA;.,' 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAI:IFORNIk 


