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Decision No •. ___ 8_1_6_Z_9 __ _ 

BEFORE nm PUBLIC UTILItIES COMMISSION OF tHE STAtE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of) 
the CITY OF MODEStO, a Municipal ~ 
Corporation, organized and existing 
under and by virtue of the laws of 
tile State of California and 
operating under a freebolders' 
charter tor an Order Authorizing 
the Relocation of a Public Road, 
Highway or Street Across bilroad 
Tracks of the Tidewater Southern 
Railway Company. 

OP'INION __ ~_-.a __ _ 

Application No. 54081 
(Filed June 4, 1973) 

The City of Modes1:o requests authority to relocate Morris 
Avenue at grade across the tracks of the Tidewater Southern Railway 
Company. Notice of the application was published in the Commiss'ion' s 
Daily Calenda-r on June 5, 1973. No protests have been received'.. A 
public hearing is not necessa:r:y. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

the request is in the public interest and sbouldbe 
granted. The City of Modesto should be authorized to' relocate 
Morris Avenue across the Tidewater Southern Ra:£.lway Company' tracks in 

Modesto, Stanislaus County, to the location described in'the appli
cation, the identification to remain uncbanged.· as Crossi.ng' 
No.. 75-28.1. 

Width of the crossing should be not less than 40 feet and 
grades of approach not greater than two percent.. Crossing con
struction should be equal to or superior to Standard No.2 (~neral 
Order 72-:8). Protection should be two Standard No. 9 gate signals 
(General Order 7S-C). Clearances, including. any curbs" should 
conform to General Order 26-D'.. Walkways adjacent to the cross:£.ng 
should conform to General Order 118:. 
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" Construction cost of the crossing and,' installation cost, 
of the automatic protection should 'be borne by the applicant. 
Maintenance cost of ~e crossing outside of lines two feet outside 
of rails should be borne by the applicant and the railroad should 
bear the maintenance cost of the crossing between such lines. 
Maintenance cost of the automatic protection should be divided 
equally between the applicant and the railroad. 

the crossing at the new location should not be opened to 
vehicular traffic until the construction is complete and the 
crossing protection is in operation. The crossing at the old 
location, approximately 100 feet' north of the new loeati,on, should 
be closed and removed when the crossing at the new location is " 
opened to vehicular traffic. 

The applicant is the lead agency for this project 
pursuant to the california Environmental Ouality Act of 1970, as 
amended~ and has macle a Ne<Jative Declaration which has been 
considere<:i by the Commission in rendering' its decision on this 
project. 

The Commission adopts 
and finds that: 

applicant's Negative Declaration 

Ca.) The environmental i~act of the proposed action 
is insignificant. 

(b) The planned construction is the most feasible 
atld economical that will avoid anY'possible en
vironmental impact. 

Cc) There are no known irreversible environmental 
changes involved in this project. 

·0 R D E.R 
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1. The application is granted conditioned on the findings 
and conclusions set forth above. 
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2. Within thirty o.ays after comple.tion" purauant to this 

order, applicant shall so advise the Commiaaion in writins. This 
authorization shall expire if the project is not completed l.oIithin 
two years or if the above conditions are not complied with. The 
time may be extended, or the authorization m,ay be revoked or 
modified, if pUblic convenience, necessity or safety so requir~. 

The Secretary of the Commission shall file a Notice of 
Determination with the Secretary for Resources and with the 
planning agcncies of any city and county which will be affected 

by the project. 
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof..J 
81m Jl'r&ndaeo, ? / I "t'J. 

Dated at _---------' California, this ~? ' 
MyOf _____ JU_l_'_,_t ____ __ 
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, COmml.ss:Loners·, , 

ColllD1"1oiler.1l11aa 5J11OD •• ·. Jr.. beida" ,,' 
D6<:essarllv ,.b:4ent. d,1dnot opart.1OS;pa:t.· 
in 'the 4113'1)051 t10n ~t \hts. proceedmg. ' 
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