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Decision No.. S1S~f3 

BEFORE T'.dE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA'I'EOF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company for authority to discontinue 
agency and. to remove station build
ing and a,purtenances from public 
service at Soledad~ County of 
1JI'.onterey, Sta.te of California.. 

Application No. 53440 
(Filed July 7, 1972) 

Harold S. Lentz, Attorney at Law, for 
appliCAnt. 

Edward J. Foley, Attorney at Law, A. N. 
Anderson, and Ja.ck Franscion1, for 
Ci ty 01" Soledad j Alex Alcantars and 
Ed Friedrich, for Soledad Chamber of 
Commerce; Salvatore B .. Russo, for 
Assemblymen BOb WOOd.; Thomas Ha.'TIbeU, 
for Tom Hambey & Son, Inc.; Jack E. 
McCowan, for Berger & Plate DiVision 
Pacific Molasses Co.; Arthur Big10gn1, 
for B & P Packing Co.; and Abramson" 
Church & Stave, by Robert M .. Hinr1chs, 
Attorney a.t Law, and o. P. MUrphy, 1'or 
o. P. Murphy & Sons; protestants. 

Minnie F. PreWitt" for herself" and. 
Bertram F. RUdo1~h~.rr., for Monterey 
County Taxpayers=- sOCist1on, Inc., 
interested parties. 

Paul A. Burket, tor the CommiSSion starf. 

OPINION - .... - ...... ~--

By this application" Southern PaCific Transportation 
Company (S.P.) requests authority to discontinue its agency and to 
remove its sta.tion b\l1ld.il'lg and a:p:purtenances from public serv1ce at 
Soledad~ county of Monterey. 

A duly noticed public hearing was held. before Exam~ner 
O'Leary at Soledad on September 26 and. 27, 1972. T.be matter was 
c'lbmi tted on the latter date subject to the filing of tbe transcript 

-1-



A.. 53440 a. gl 

which was t11ec Novem~er 1, 1972. Subsequently two protestants" the 
city or Soledad and o. P. Murphy & Sons" tiled. petitions to oet 
anide submission ot the a.pplication. On December 19, 1972 the 
Commission issued Decision No. 80850 which ordered subm1ss10n ot the 
application set aside and. the ma.tter reopened tor further hearing. 
Further hearings were held at Sole~ad before Examiner C'Lcar.y on 
Mareh 22 and Apr11 24" 1973. The matter was submitted on the latter 
d.a.te subject to the tiling of the transcript which was tiled on 
rtJ..9.Y 8" 197.3. 

The station at Soledad. is staffed 'by a Single employee who 
is on duty trom 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 ~_m." rive days a week. The station 
1z closed one hour a d8¥ for lunch. The employee also works overtime 
oz the need arises.. The nonagency po1nts of Molus and Camphora are 
also served by the Soledad agency. 

Under the proposal to close the Soledad agency the services 
presently available through the agent Will be available through 
applicant'S agency station at Gonzales which is located approXimately 
8.5 miles north of Sole<iad. The station at Gonzales is open from 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m." six <iays a week. It is stafted by a single 
employee Monday thru. Friday cnc1 a rel1et man on Saturd.e.y. It is also 
closed one hour tor lunch. Overt1me i$ worked as the need arises. 
Toll-free tele~hone service Will be afforded Soledad. patrons tor the 
p~~oee of contactir~ the Gonzales station. 

Only carload freight is handled. at Soledad. The volume ot 
bus1nes.s handled. and toe resu1 ta..nt revenue for 1970,. 1971.. and. 1972 
W'a3 as .follows: 
Carload Sh1~ments 1970 1m 1972 

Originated 1,,861 1,,919 2,103 
Terminated 8} 26 20 

'l'ote.1 l,944 1,,945 2,,12' 
Revenue $6~,,30' $681,,929 $1,,005,795 
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Applicant anticipates annual savings in excess o~ $18,000 
if the Soledad station 1s closed. 

The protestants test1fied. that they were fearful that if 
the station is closed the agent at Gonzales would not be as accessi
ble as the agent at So 1 ed,ad , and their needs would not 'be scrveo 
as well as presently. 
Findings 

1. Though the carload. shipments and total revenue at the 
Soledad agency have increased in recent years, there is not sufficient 
business to justify a full-time employee and the maintenance of the 
agency at Soleciao. 

2. The public Will 'be adequately served by the agency statio~ 
a~ Gonzales, which is located 8.5 miles from Soledad, is open 
six days a week, and Will afford toll-free telephone service to 
Soledae patrons. 

3. Closing of the agency stat10n at Soledad ~~ll proVi~e 
an..""lual savings to app11cant of approx1mately $18,000. 

4. We find with reasona.ble certainty that the project in
volved in this proceeding Will not have a sign1ficant effect on the 
environment. 
Conclusion 

Public convenience and necessity no longer require the 
~a1ntenance by Southern Pac1f1c Transportat1on Company of an agency 
at Soledad. The application should be granted. 

ORDER - - - --
IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Transportation Company 

1s authorized to discontinue its agency and remove its station 
building and appurtenances at Soledad~ Monterey County, subject to 
the following conditions: 

(a) Southern Pacific ~ransportation Company ohall 
maintain the station in a nonagency status tor 
the receipt or deli very of freight in carload 
lots only. 
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(b) Within one hundred twenty days after the effective 
d.a.te or this order and not less than ten days pr10r 
to the discontinuance or the agency at Soledad, 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company shall 
post a notice of such discontinuance at the 
station a.nd., within one hundred. twenty clays 
after the effective date of this order and on 
not less than ten days' notice to the Commission 
and to the :public, Sout:b.ern Pa.cific Transportation 
Company shall t11e in duplicate amendments to its 
tariffs showing the change authorized and shall 
make reference in such notice and tariffs 
to this decision as authority for the changes. 
In no event shall the agent be removed earlier 
than the effective date of the tariff r11i~. 

(c) W;1. thin thirty days after discontinuance or 
service applicant shall give written notice to 
the Commission tha.t it has complied With th1s 
order. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at &n Fr:s.nc~ , Cal1torn1a,' thin df/J 
day of SEPT "MeE.K., 197.3 • 

• 

I. 4'S.stCAr;: 
• • 

C 9 fh~ ---l~"'W\.\~\on.~ I 
~~~~~~----~~ .. ~--~-----
(J-'----

commissioners 

Comm1:;:;ioMr Thoma~ MOr.:lIl. bo1:ag 
noce::~ril? c~~~~t. did not part1e1peto 
1%1 'tho d1;;po:1tj.Qn ot 'tb.1s pt'oeoo41n&. 
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