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Decision No. ___ ~_~_9_9_2_ 

. . . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application or Columbia Van Lines, Inc., 
of CalifOrnia, a corporation to transfer 
the warehouse operation rights at 
Torrance, California, to Imperial Van 
Lines, Inc., of Cali!'orn1a, a corpora­
tion at Torrance, California. 

OPINION - ......... _ .... _ .... 

Application No. 54208 
(Filed July 27, 1973) 

Applicant Columbia Van Lines, Inc. of California.,. a 
California corporation, possesses a prescriptive operative right 
to operate a 15,000 square-foot public utility warehouse at . 
Torrance. The prescriptive right was set forth in Decision No. 
61$26 dated April 11, 1961 in Case No. 695S. and transferred to 
Columbia by Decision No. 64293 dated September 25, 1962 in Appli­
cation No. 44509. 

On April 1, 1972 Col'UXllbia transferred. its right to operate 
as a public utility warehouse to· Imperial Van Lines, Inc. o£ 
calil'Ornia (Imperial), a ,California corporation. In transferring 
said operating right Columbia alleges it inadvertently failed to 
seeure Commission approval for said transfer. 

rsy this application, Columbia requests to transfer and 
Imperial seeks ~o acquire the prescriptive operative right to 
operate a 15,000 s~uare-root public utili~y warehouse at Torrance. 

After consideration the Commission finds that the pro­
posed transfer would not be adverso to tho public interest and 
concludes that it should be authorized. We further£in4 with reason­
able certainty that the.projeet involved in this proceeding will not. 
have a significant effect on the enVironment. A public hearing is 
not necessary. The order which follows will provide for, in the 
event the transfer is completed, the revocation of the certificate 

-l-



e . e,· 
A.. S420S AM. 

.' 

present.ly held by Columbia Van. tines, Inc. of caJ.i.fornia and the 
issuance of a cert.i1"icate in appendix form to Imperial'Van Lines, 
Inc.. of Cal1!ornia. 

Imperial Van Lines, Inc. of California is· placed on 
notice that operative rights, as such, do not constitute a class 
of property whiCh may be capitalized or used as an element of 
value in rate fixing for any amount of money in excess of tha~ 
originally paid to the State as the consideration for the grant· 
of such rights. Aside from their purely permissive aspect, such 
rights extend to the holder a .full""or partial monopoly of a class 
of business. This monopoly feature may be modified or canceled. 
at :my time by the State, which is not in any respect 11mi~d as 
'to the nt:mber of rights which may be given. 

ORDER --..- ... ~ 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. On Or before December 3l" 1973, Columbia Van Lines" Inc., 
of CalU'ornia may sell and transfer the operative righ:ts referred 
to in the application to Imperial Van Lines, Inc. of California. 

2. 't'r1ithin thirty days a£ter the transfer the purchaser shall 
tile with the Commission written acceptance of the certificate and 
a true copy of the bill of sale or other instrument of transfer. 

3. Purchaser shall amend or reissue the tari!fs on file with 
the Commission, nam~ rates and rules governing the warehoUse 
o~rations transrerred to. show that it has adopted or established, 
as its own, the rates and rules. The tariff filings. shall be made 
effective no't earlier than 'ten days ai'te:o the effective date of 
this Ord~r on not less than ten days' notice 'to the Commission and 
the public, and the ef'f'ec'tive date 0'£ the tariff .filings shall be 
concurrent with the transfer. The, t~f' filings made pursuan't to 
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this order shall comply in all respects 'With the regulations 
governing the construction and filing of tariffs set forth in the 
C~ssion's General Order No. 6l-Series. Failure to comply with 
the provisions of General Order No. 6l-Series'may result in a 
cancellation of the operating authority granted by this 'decision. 

4. On or before the end of the third month after the transfer 
the purChaser Shall cause to be filed with the Commission, in such 
form as the Commission may prescribe, an annual report, or reports, 
related to the operations of the seller ror the period commencing 
with the first day of the current year to and including the effect­
ive date of the transfer. 

5. In the event the transfer authorized in paragraph 1 is 
completed, effective concurrently with the effective date of the 
tariff filings required by paragraph 3, a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity is granted to Imperial Van Lines, Inc. 
o! California, a corporation, authorizing it to operate as a 
public utility warehouseman, as defined in Section 239(b) o~ the 

'/t' ' 

Public Utilities Code, for the operation of storage or warehouse 
floor space set forth in Appendix A, attached hereto· and,made a 
part hereof. . 

6. The prescriptive operative right acquired by Decision 
No. 64293 is revoked effective concurrently with the effective 
date of the tariff filings required by paragraph 3. 

7. Purchaser shall maintain its accounting records' in con­
formance with any applicable Unifor.m System or Accounts or Chart 
of Accounts as prescribed or adopted by this COmmission, and each 
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year Shall rile with the C~ssion an annual report o£ its opera­
tions in such form, content, and number or copies as the Commission, 
from time to time, shall prescribe. 

The effeeti ve date of this order shall be twenty clays " , ' 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at. 

day or 
Los Angeles , California, this .... /..:;."_.;,, ___ _ 

OCTOBER , 1973. 

... '" ~ 

canIliissioners 

Comm1~z1oncr 3. P. Vuka~1n, 3r •• bo1~ 
noc:ozsnrlly a.'b~:lJnt. cUd not.port.1c:1pa't.o 
1:0 tho ~1s~o~1t10n or th1~ proCOO~1ng. 

Comm1::::::1onor D. w. Holmo:::, 'being 
Xlocossa.rlly a.'bsont. ~1d not part.icipAte 
in tho ~1:::po~1~1on or thi:procoo~ing. 
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Ir·!PERIAL ·VAN LIF:ES~ INC .. OF CALIFOflNIA Original Page 1 
(a corporation) 

Imperial Van Lines~ Inc. or California, by the certificate 

of public convenience and necessity granted in the decision noted in 

the margin., is authorized to operate as a; public utility warehouseman 

as defined in Section 239(b) of the Public Utilities Code for the 

operation of storage or warehouse floor s~ace as follows: 

Location 

Torrance 

l~i.:Il'lber. of Square 
Feet of Floor Space 

15,000 

(The floor space shown is exclusive 
of the expansion permissible under 
Section 1051 of: the Public Utilities 
Code .. ) 

(END OF APPENDIX A) 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. 81992., Application No .. 54208 .. 


