Decision No. 82071 @Rﬂ @ﬁﬁﬁﬂb

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application of )

SOUTHERK PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION

COMPANY for an oxder authorizing

ghg constguction at %rade of an

locdustrial spur track in o . X ‘
and across Wgst Cordelia Road Agylmcation No. 54234
in the City of Coxdelia, County (Filed August 9, 1973)
of Solano, State of California.

OPINION

Applicant railroad secks an order of the Commission
authorizing the construction, at grade, of an industrial spur
track across Yest Cordelia Road in the community of Cordelia,
County of Solano.

By a motion filed pursuant to Rule 17.1(e) of the Com~
mission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, applicant seeks an
order from the Commission that the construction of the industrial
spur track is included under the categorical exemptions established
ia the Guidelines issued by the Califormia Resources Agency.

The motion will be denied. The comstruction of an in~
dustrxial spur track and a new grade crossing are not projects
included in the categorical exemptions set forth in the Guidelines.
Section 15116 of the Guidelinesl/provides that the Commission shall

1/ Guidelines, Art. 8 (Categorical Exemptions) 15116, “ Eplication
tic

to Public Agencies. The c¢lasses listed in this arx ¢ are
broadly drawm, as are the examples given with each. Each public
agency shall, in the course of establishing its own procedures,
list those specific activities which £all within each class,
subject to the qualification that these lists must be comsistent
with both the letter and the intent expressed in the classes.”
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list those specific activities undex its jurisdiction which fall
within cach class of exemptions with the caveat that these lists
must be consistent with both the letter and the intent expressed
in the classes.

In promulgating Rule 17.1, we gave specific attention
to the matter of grade cxossings. The specific categorical ex-
cuptions listed in Rule 17.1(m) &o not make any reference to the
construction of imdustrial spur tracks ox grade crossings. Rather,

the reference to %rade crossings is limited to alterations of ex-
isting crossings.—/

The effect of the motion, if granted, would be to add a
new categorical exemption. It is mot within our power to add to,
or delete from, the list of categorical exemptionsfg/ Specific
procedures are outlined in the Guidelires for the amendment of
the list of categorical excmptionsai/

Pursuant to the requirement of Rule 17.1(n) (1)(3)2
that the Commission is the lead agency under the circumstances
here, the staff examined the site of the proposed spur track and
crossing and submitted its report thereon.

hccording to the staff xeport, the proposed construction
iies within a newly established industxial area and is designed to
provide rail service to the new facilities of Oregon Pacific
Industries. West Cordelia Road is located in Solano County near
the unincorporated comrumity of Coxdelia and xuns generélly east
and west, paralleling the Southern Pacific Transportation Company's
tracks. State Sign Route 80 bounds the area og the north and
State Sign Route 21 bounds the area to the east, forming a tri-
anguliar area which is being developed as an industrial park. West
Cordelia Road is an asphalt-concrete two-lame road approximately

2/ Rule 17.1(m), (1)(A) 5, 6, 7 and (1)(B)2.

3/ Section 21066, Public Resources Code; Guidelines
Sections 15014 and 15051.

&/ Guidelines Sections 15115, 15116; Rule 17.1(m)(2).
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24 feet wide. Vehicle speed on the road is approximately 25 miles
per hour. Traffic safety at the crossing will be provided by
Standard No. 8 flashing light signals (General Order No. 75-C).
Vehicle emissions should be lower due to the use of rail service
to the warchouse as opposed to all truck service. The proposed
crossing will not unreasonably interfere with vebicular traffic
on West Cordelia Road. Any additional noise that may be created
will not be a significant factor since applicant's branch line is
in the immediate vicinity of West Coxdelia Road.

Applicant states that it is desixred to comstruct the
trackage and crossing to sexrve Oregon Pacific Industries; that
because of the existing grade conditions at the project locationm,
installation of an overhead or underground crossing is not
practicable.

A copy of resolution adopted by the Board of Supervisors
of Solano County, dated May 22, 1973, was f£iled with the appli-
cation. Thke resoiution authorizes the railroad to counstruct, re-
econstruct, maintain and operate a railroad spur track In and across
Tect Cordelia Road.

Notice of the application was published in the Com-
nission®s Daily Calendar om August 10, 1973. No protest has been
received. A public bearing is not necessary.

The applicant, by letter to the Commission dated
October 15, 1973, states that the industry to be served requires
track service soomer than anticipated and requests waiver of the
usual twenty-day waiting period. The applicant further requests
acthority to install two Standaxrd No. 1-R crossing signs as interinm
protection for a period of six months pending installation of two
Standard No. 8 signals as proposed in the application. During this
period all movements over the crossing would be protected by a

2ember of the train crew until the automatic protection can be
wlaced in service. |
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Findings

1. The request is in the public interest and the Commission
finds with reasonmable certainty that the project imvolved in this
proceeding will not have a significant effect on the environment.

2. Applicant should be authorized to comstruct an industrial
spur track, at grade, at the location and in accordance with the
plan set forth in the application.

3. Construction and maintenance of the industrial spur track
crossing, and installation of the protection, bave been agreed upon
between applicant and the County of Solano as set forth In
resolution dated May 22, 1973, of Solano County's Board of Super-
visors. ,

4. The industry to be served regquires early zail sexrvice.
Authority to construct the spur track with interim protection con-
sisting of two Standard No. 1-R signs zad protection of 2ll move-

pents by 2 member of the train crew until the automatic protection
can e installed is in the public interest. '

We conclude that the application should be granted as
set forth in the follcwing Order:

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Southern Pacific Transportation Company is authorized to
comstruct, maintain and operate across West Cordelia Road in Selano
County, an industrial spur track as set forth in its application
and the attached print of Western Division Drawing No. C-1537,

ted November 16, 1972.

2. The crossing, to be identified as Crossing No. AA-54.7-C,
shall be protected by the installation of two Standard No. & flash-
ing light signals (General Order No. 75-C). Width of the crossing
shall be not less than 24 £feet. Finished grades of approach shall
conform to the existing roadway. Crossing construction shall be
equal or superior to Standard No. 1 (Gemeral Order No., 72-3).

-l -




Clearance, including any curbs, shall conform to Gememal
Order No. 26-D. Walkways adjacent to the crossing shall conform
to General Order No. 113.

3. Applicant shall bear all comstruction and maintenance
costs of the project.

4. Applicant may construct the industrial spur track as
a2uthorized herein with interim protection by twoe Standard No. 1-R
crossing signs with 21l movements over the crossing being protected
by 2 member of the train crew for a period of six months from the
date hereof or until the imstallation of the automatic protection
if accomplished prior to the expixation of the six-month period.

5. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this
order, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. This
authorization shall expire if not exercised within two years unless
time be extended or if the above conditions 2re not complied with.
This authozrization may be revoked or modified 1if pudblic convenience,
necessity or safety so require.

6. The motion made herein by applicant is denmiced.

The effective date of this order shall be the date
hereof.

oo
Dated at __ St Frondie | California, this _ 30

day of __ OCTOBER , 1973.
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eommissioners

Commissioner J. P. Vukasin, Jr., deing
necessarily abrent. 4id Zot participate
iz tho Qispogition of thic proccedins.
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Commissiener Thomas Moran, béing

nCCosLorily ANapne . ALd not participate
iz tho dixpecition 22 thais proceeding.




