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DeCiSion No. 82107 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T.HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of the application 
of SOUlHWEST GAS CORPORAXION for 
authority to tncrease Natural Gas 
Rates. in San Bernardino County, 
CalUorn1a. 

Applica.tion No. 52428 
(Filed Septe~'ber 181' 1973), 

Fifth Petition tor Modification 
of DeciSion No.' 78498: ' 

ORDER GRANTING FIFI'H PETITION FOR 
M'OD!t!cATIOti OF DECISION NO. 7849]0 

By DeciSion No. 784981' dated March 301' 1971" in 

Application No. 52428" the COmrrUs'sion" among other things" 
authorized applicant" hereinafter petitioner" to continue 
the use ot adVice letter procedure 1n order to, rile reVised 
tarit:f' schedules with such changes in rates" charges and 

conditions as, may become necessary to reflect increases, in 

the cost of purchased gas attributable to, tracking rate increase 
tilmgs made by Paeif'ic Gas and Electric Company, proVided 
tha.t such authority to tra.ck should not extend beyond December' 31" 
1971" and should terminate at any time prior thereto it the 
tracld.ng increases totaled more than .009 cents- per them., 

On Novemoer 23" 1971, the COmmission issued DeciSion 
No. 79383 wherein it modified the terms or the tracking 
authorization established for Pacifie Gas and Electric Company 

, 

in Decision No,. 78468" by ~ among other things, extending the 
traek1ng authorization through. Decemoer 31, 1972~ ana. deleted the 
then eXisting 11m1tations on Pacific Ge.s end Electric Company's 
authority to tracK El Paso Natural Gas Company's rate changes. 

By Decision No. 79856, d.atec1 March 28, 1972, the Commission 
mod1tied paragraph 2.a. or DeCiSion No. 78498, to provide that the 
time for adjustments in o.pp11cant t s ra.tes occasioned by Pac1fic'Gas 
a~d Eleetric Company tracking rate changes were extended through 
Decem.ber 31~ 1972 and the .009 cents pertherm limitation on tracking, ~, 
increase a.uthority was eJ ,mina.ted. 
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On December 5, 1972, the COmmission issued Decision 
No. 80793 wherein it modified the terms of the tracking authorization 
established for petitioner in Decision No. 78498:'oy,among other' 
things., authoriZing petitioner to use the a.dvice letter procedure 
to offset· any l.."'lcreased. cost of gas purchased from Pacific Gas and . 

Electric Company, which cost to petitioner arose directly: out of,: 
any d.ee1sion oy the Commiscion issued pursuant to Application 
No. 53552~ then pend.1ng before the Commiss1on.. ':Che Commission :fUrther 
authorized, by Decision No. 80793, to again modify paragraph2.a •. of 
Decision No. 78498,. as modified by Decision No. 79856·, to extend the 
time for tracking rate authorization through December 31, 1973. 

On Decem'oer 12, 1972, the Commission issued Deeision 
No. 80799 wherein :1. t eXpand.ed. the scope of the .tracking authoriza.tion 
established tor petitioner in Decision No. 78498· by, among other 
things, authoriz~ petitioner t~ use the advice. letter procedure 
to offset e:tly increased coct or gas puX'ch.a.se,d from Pacific Ga.s ',and 
Electric Company, which cos·t to peti tionerm1ght arise directly out 
of any decision oy the COmmission issued pursuant to Application 
No. 53118, then pending before the Commission. 

On October 24, 197), T~e Co~ss1on issued Decision 
No. $202S' wherein it expanded the scope of the tracldngauthor
ization established tor petitioner in Decision No. 78491r by, 
among other things, au.thorizing;Petitioner to llSe the ad.vice letter 
procedure to of"f"set 8:tJ.y' 1nereas,ed cost· of" gas, p,urchased. from. 
Pacif":i.c Gas and Electric Company, which cost to petitioner might 

arise directly out or any decision by the Commission issued 
pursuant to Appl1cation No. 53866.. ,lbe Commission further' 
authorized, by DeciSion No. 8202S, to again modl£'y paragraph 2.a. 

of Decis10n No. 78498, as modified. by Dec1s10nsNos. 79856 and 80793, 
t~ extend the tracking rate a.uthor1za.t1onthrough December 31, 1974. 

In a fifth petition tor modification of DeciSion No. 78498, 
filed Septe~'oer 18, 1973, petitioner a.lleges. tha.t· on June. 26·" 1973·, , 
Pa.cif.ic Gas and. Electric Company :filed Application No. 54127 with 
the COmmission wherein Pa.cific Gas and Electr1c Company requested· 
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rete increases to petitioner and its other consume~s by an 
~d~itional .151 cents per therm on November 2, 1973. 

Petitioner further alleges that the annual cost to 
petitioner resulting trom such an inc-rease, if made, would be' 
$74,055 based on petitioner's test year 1973 volumes in Application 
No. 53727. 

Petitioner states that on December 5, 1972,petit1oner 
tiled Application No~ 53727 With the' Commission and that as, of 
June 29, 1972', in an Amendment No. Z to Applica.tion No~ 5~Z7~ 
petitioner requested that' it be allowed to recover in its rates. 
any ~~d all' increases granted to Pacific Gas and Electr1c Company 

, ' 

pursuant to Application No. 54127. Petitioner 'alleges that', a.s of 
the date of filing of the fifth petition for modification o~ 
Decision No. ·78498, no order has been issued 1n Application No. '5~21. 

By'rea.son of the foregOing, as an alternative to the 
tracking relief 01: increases sought in the June 29 Amendment No. 2 
to Application No. 53727 petitioner reques,ts the Cormn1ss1on to 
further modify its order ~ Decision No. 78498, to' provide: that 
petitioner may track through filings made under an a.dvice letter 
procedure, any cost 01: gas increases in Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company's Rate' Schedule G-62 resulting trom·Commission action granting 
to Pacific Gas and ElectriC Company all or part of the rate relief 
sought oyPaeific Gas and Electric Company in its Application 

. , , 

No. 54127. 
Pet1tioneralso alleges that if the CommiSSion authorizes 

this request> the resulting, tracking rate increases will not increase 
petitioner'S level of earnings,but will merely offset the effect, of 
increases 1...", cost of purchased ga.s authorized by tne Commission. In 
the event the Commission authorizes this request, the 1ncrea.sed 
revenue'would be recovered from customer classes on the ba.sis' 
authorized in Dce1sioro Nos. 78498', 19856; 80199, and 80193.. Tne 
rate' 1ncrease.made under the authority sought herein would be subject 
to future reduction and refund in a.ccordance with the terms and.' 
cond.itions set forth 1n the Commission's order in Decision No. 78498. 

-3-



· .,.. 

A.. 52428 cm. * 

Therefore, pet1 tioner requests that the CommS.ssion issue 
an o:-cier, wlthou.t hearing, to (1) further modi£y Decision No. 7849S 
by a~thorizing petitioner to file, under acivice letter procedure, 
rate increases designed to offset the economic cost to petitioner 
of any increase which 1 t may' experience in its cost of gas by 

reason of rate increases authorized by the CPUC for the sale of gas 
by Paci£'icGas and Electric Company to petitioner under Pacif'ic 
Gas and Electric Company's rate schedule c-6z, or any su.perseding 
rate schedule, arising ou.t o!' any decision of the Commission in 

Application No. 54127; and/or (2) grant to' petitioner such further 
or di£fer~t relief as the Commission may find to· be 'proper in 

the premises. 
The Commission finds that the reCJ.~cst, for 1 tem (1) above 

is reasonable and concludes that it shou.ld· 'be granted. A:n.yinereases 
placed in effect, pursuant to'the authorization granted by this 
decision should be spread on a uniform cents per therm basis con
sistent with the tracking authority authorized by DeCisions Nos. 
7849$, 7ge56, 80799, $0793 and 82028 and would be subj,ect to 
future redu.ction and refund in accordance with the terms and 
conditions set forth in the Commission· s order in Decision No,_ 7S49$.. 
A ptlolic hearing is not necessary_ 

The increases in rates herein authorized will not increase 
petitioner·s level of e~gs but will merely offset increase in 

cost of purchased gas. 
IT. IS ORDERED that: 

1. Sou.thwest Gas Corporation may :f'11e, on or after the. 
effective date or this decision, under advice letter procedure, 
r~te increases desigc.ed to otfset the economic cost to".pet1tioner 
of ~y increased cost orgas. purchased by petitioner from Pacific 
Gas and Electric 'Company under Pacific Gas and Electric Company's 
rat.e schedule 0-62, or a:nysu.perseding rate schedule, which cost to 

Sout.h.west'Gas Corporation arises directly out of tmy decision of 
t!lis Comiss1on issued p"Jrsuant to Application No. 54127.' 
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2.. !Jl all other respects, Decision No .. 78498, as modified 
'by Decisions Nos.. 79856, 80799, 80793 and t202S:, rema:! "8 in 

full force and effect. 
The effective date of this o~er is the date hereof. 

. C/-J 
Da.ted at San i'rI.p.dKO , Ca11f'orn1a., tli1s 1..3 . 

day of NOVEMBER , 1973". 

i" " 
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