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Decision No. 821.09 

BEFORE '!BE PUBLIC U'XILITIES COMMISSION OF 'mE STAn: OFCALIFORmA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SOUTHWEST WATER COMPANY, a Califor
nia corporation, for authority to 
increase its rates charged for . 
w~ter service in its· La Mirada 
District of offset increased costs ' 
of water supplies purchased£rom 
SUBU'R.B.t\N WAl'ER. SYS'IEMS. 

OPINION: . ........ - .... ~ ....... 

Application. No,. 54111 
(Filed June 18, 1973) 

Southwest Water Company requests, for its La Mirad.a.· 
District, authority to increase its general metered service rates by 
0.4 cents per 100 cubic feet over the rates requested in Application 
No. 53963 to offset increases in costs of pw:-cbB.scd wa'ter supplied 
by Suborbau Water Systems. The requested increase would add about 
3 cents to the monthly bill of a typical commercial customer with a 
C.ons~ption of 2,000 cubic feet per month presently costing $6. 7.5 ~ 

AP!>lication No. 54096 filed by Suburban Water Systems 
requested certain offset relief. this application was granted by 

Decision No. 81655, effective July 31, 1973. 
Applicant, a California corporation, furnishes general 

metered water service to approximately 12.,000 customers located in Y' 

the City of La Mirada and vicinity, and in 'Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties. Ihe rates for general metered service now in effect for 
the :La Mirada District were established by Decision No .. 80476 dated 
September 12, 1972 in Application No. 52640, as modified by Decision 
No • .816SS dated July 31, 1973 in Application No. 5396.3 (which g:ranted 
offset relief regarding certain increases in costs of water supp1~$). 

The Commission staff reviewed the information contained in 
tl'l.1s application as well. as in work papers and has made an independent 
.?'C8.1ysis. '!he results of the staff study are contained.l.n a ,report 
dated July ll, 1973 and received. herein as Exhibit 1. 

-l-



· .. " 

A.5411l NB· 

The staff has determined that applicant's computations 
supporting the requested increase are reasonable and concludes that 

while the increase will offset the effect of the increased expenses 
previously specified, it w.l11 not produce earnings result1Dg in a 
rate of return in excess of the previouslya.uthorized rate of return 
of 7.3 percent for this district. 

'!'he staff reCOtllDeUds granting of the application. Notice 
of the application was given 1n accordance with the CoaID1ssion' s . 
rules. !here are no protests. 
Findings 

1. Since July 31, ;1973, applicant bas experienced certain 
increases in costs of purchased water supplied by Suburban Water 
Systems. • 

2. "The amounts of these increases in expenses as set forth in 
the appliCation and Exhibit 1 are reasonable. 

3. The rate increase to, be authorized will offset the effect 
of the increase 1u these expenses. 

4. '!'he rate of return produced as a result of the increases 
authorized will not exceed the 7.3 percent rate of return previously 
authorized for this district in Decision No. 80476 dated 
September 12, 1972. 

5. The increases in rates and charges authorized herein are 
reascma.ble; and the presec.trates and charges, insofar as they 

d:tffer &om. those prescribed. herein, are for the future unj.ust and 
u:o:rea.scmable. 

A public bearing is. not necessary. 
'Xhe Com:uission eoaelucles that the applicaeion sho~d be 

g1:an.ted.. 
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ORDER . .... - ........ -
IT IS ORDERED that after the effective date of this order 

Southwest Water Company is authorized to file the revised rate 
schedule attached to this order as Appendix A. Such filing shall 
comply with General Order No. 96-A. Tbe effective date of the 
revisa<:l schedule shall be five days after the date of filing. 'I'he 
revised schedule shall apply only to service rendered on and after 
the effective date of the revised schedule. 

!he effective date of this order is the datehereo~1 
Dated at .. ~ , california, this !3oft". . day 

of MVfll9£i . ~ 1973. 
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APPLICABILI'IY 

APPENDIX A 

Sch~w.e No. IM-l 

I.a. Mira.d& TarUt ArM 

Applicable to all metered water service. 

I.a. Mirada, Norwalk, Cerrito~l' Bu.eno. Park, and. vicinity. Ic5 Ange1eo 
and Orange Counties. 

RATES 

Serviee Charge: 

For sls;x:' 3/~1neh meter 
For 3/4-inch meter 

........•......••...... ... -....••...... ~ ..... . 
For l-ineh:, meter ••••• ,. •• • " ••..•.••• ,. .•• ,. 
For l~ineh: meter' .... ' ••• ' ••• ' •••••••••••••• 
For 2-inch meter .•..•..... _ ...•...•.... 
For 3-1:nchmeter ...•.......• ~ ......•... 
For 4-inchmet~ .. ., ................ ......... : .. . 
For 6-inch meter 

, For $-inch lneter, 
.....•...... ~~ •......•• 
..............•.......• 

Qu.:mtity Rates: 

For all water delivered, per 100 cu.!t. • ••••••• 

Tone Service Charge is applicable to· all metered 
service. It ie a read.ines:;-to-serve ehtl.rge to· 
which is added the charge, computed at the 
Quantity Ra.tes, tor wator U3ed during.:themonth. 

Per,Met.er 
Per Month. 

$ 3.15 
3.30 
4.30· ' 
S.80·: ' 

11.00 
16.00: ., 
22 .. 00:. 
33.00:, ' 
55 .. 00:" . 

0.201' (I) 


