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INTERTM ORDE

In Decision No. 81931 dated Scptember 25, 1973 we issued an
Ainterim opinion herein ordering that further hearings be held, start-
ing November 29, with respect to conservation, curtailﬁent and energy
sharing plans to be implemented by California electric utility
companles. Respondent electric utilities have now filed the reports
required in Decision No. 81931 ordering,paragraph (l), relative to
fuel supplies and ordering paragraph (2), rclative to {(a) energy |
conservation plans, (b) mandatory curtailment plans and (¢} agree- :
ments for mitual assistance. '

Since Decision No. 81931 was issued there have bccn further
developments with respect to fuel supply that are of rncreasing
gravity. Specifically, war in the Mldeast has resulted in a ban on
01l shipments to the United States by some Arab nations as wcll as
shipments to other countries which are normally suppliers of refined
products to the United States. Concurrently, Canada has 1ncreased
its tax on crude oil exports from $.40 a barrel to $1.90 a barrcl.
AcdL tionally, a nationwide program for the allocation of middle-
distillate refined products 1s now in effect. On November 7 thc
fresident addressed the nation with respect to the need for emergencJ ‘
legislation to deal, on a coordinated and comprehensive basis, with
shortages of fuel and energy of all types and the dislocat;ono that
‘oreseeably will res ult therefrom. '
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Actual dislocations have already been reported. California
farmers have been unable to obtain dlesel fuel to complete the
abundant Fall harvest. There are reports that some refuse hauling ‘
firms in the Los Angeles basin do not have enough fuel to operate on
regularly scheduled routes and consequently refuse may begin'tq |
accumulate at points of pickup. Airline schedules have deen cgrtailed‘
to achlieve maximum utilization of fuel and seatinglcapacitie51 
dighway speed limits are being reduced at both the state and national
levels in order to achleve more efficient gasoline mlleage. News=
paper reports indicate the imminent pos*ibility of thc curtailing of
gchool hours and school bus transportation.

The foregoing indicates the necessity for prompt implementa-
tion of comprehensive energy conservation measures without further
‘delay. Throughout the proceedings herein and as discussed in
Decision No. 81931 this Commission has made evident 1ts view of the
seriousness of the approaching energy shortage, 1ts dedicaticnutO'do'
2ll within 1ts power to minimize the social and economic impact widch
may be experlenced therefrom and to protect the public'hea;th'andr
safety. Therefore, although hearings on the conservation, curtailment
and mutual assistance plans submitted by the respondent electric
utilitles are scheduled to start on November 29, it 1s concluded that
the present situation requires immediate lmplementation ofdtpeﬁvolun-
tary portions of the proposed ¢conservation and curtallment plans.

ALl who live within the State of California are called
upen to participate individvually and voluntarily in the implcmenta-
tion of these plans and to practice congcrvation of fuel and energy
to the fullest extent possible. It 1z only” through sueh broad-based
pudlic support of energy conservation efforts that the 1mpact of
dislocations In normal patterns of the use of fuel and energycan
Ye optimally minimized. Moreover, the degree of success of volunta*y
participation will be indicative of whether more Hestr:!.ct:l.ve, mgnda-
tory cur tailmcnt procedures will be required.
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The following order will be statewide in character and will
require all electric utilities subJect to our Jurlsdiction to procced
forthwith on all voluntary programs presently filed with the Commd 5-

sion, to achlieve reductions in electric usage both within their
1nterna1 operations and by their‘customers. The 1ndividual-goal for
voluntary reductions 1is to reduce present electrical consumption to
a level of 10 percent belOW‘the kilowatt-hours conéumed-in‘the
corresponding month of the prior year. This means all consumers of
electrical energy should attempt to reduce thelr electrical consump-
tion for the month of November to a level of 10 pcrcent below the
kilowatt-hour consumed in Noveuwber of 1972. Consumption next ‘nonth -

sheuld be reduced to a level of 10 percent below the quantity con-
sumed In December 1972. Consumption in January 1974 should,nqt‘.
exceed a level of 10 percent below the quantity consumed'1h anuary
1973. It is recognized that in a few individual cases adjustment
for changes in consumption patterns during the 1ntcrvening twelve-
month period may be appropriate. However, because of the necessity
to achieve prompt 1mp1ementation of a voluntary program, simplicity
in the initial approach to reducing,consumption is paramount.,_
Therefore, 1t is concluded that an initial goal of 90 percent of the
amount consumed in the corresponding month of the prior year io-
reaconable. In order to be prepared to respond to any further adverse
developments in the fuel and energy shortage, more detailed and
necessarily more complcx consexrvation and curtailment plans for
various classes of electric utility customers will be considered,
together with proposed mandatory curtailment ordebs, in the‘proceéd-‘
ings scheduled to commence on Novembexr 29.

| Publicly owned electric utilities are urged to proceed in |

support of this order and to submit parallel reports to the Commission.

-~
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IT IS ORDERED that: :

1. All respondent ¢lectric utilities are to‘proceed forth-
with to put'into operation those phases of the conservation and
curtailment plans filedjwith the Commission dealing with voluntary
conservation and curtallment of the use of electricity. The obJec-
tive to be achleved 1s a reduction in the use of electric energy
by not less than 10 percent of usage in the corresponding'month”of
the prior year. ‘ |

2. Ald respondent electric utilities are to provide progre
reports within 15 days of the effective date of this order and every
15 days thereafter with respect to the effectiveness ‘of their uwage |
reduction programs. Data shall include, but not be 11m1ted to,
comparison with (2) prior actual requirements, (b) estimated normal
requirements and (c¢) load on (1) a system basis and (2) sample load
data with respect to individual customers and customer groups.

3. The Secretary is hereby directed tb-cquée certified
copies of this order to be served on each respondent to this investi-
gation and also upon the variouc governmental agencles, publicly
ovned electric utilitles, major fuel suppliers and other Iinformed
parties listed in Appendix C to the Order Instituting Investigation
herein, to members of the California Legislaturé,.anq to those'parties
entering appearances in the proceedings herelin, not otherwise in-
cluded in Appendix A or C o the Order Inutituting Investigation.

The effective date of this order is the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco |, California, this 4.2’/4 day

NAVCWRER | 1973,

- Cocmmissioners .




