
Decision No. 82150 
BEFORE 'l'BE PUBLIC ·.trrILITIES COMMISSION OF THE S'IATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of Southern. Pacific Transportation ) 
Company for euthority to, discon- ) 
tinue agency at Fillmore, County 
of Ventura, State of california. 

Application No. 53969 
(Filed April 16, 1973:) 

Rarold S. Lentz, Attorney at Law, for applicant. 
Gilbert E. Nehrig, for Fillmore-Piru Citrus 

Association, and George :s. Bowker, for Saticoy 
Lemon Association, protestants.' 

Edward D. Stewart, for the Commission staff .. 

OPINION 
-~---~-

SOuthern Pacific Transportation Company (SP) requests 
~uthority to discontinue its agency and to maintain station as a 
nonaeency station handling freight in carloads or trailer loads at 
Fill:o.ore, county of Ventura .. 

A duly noticed public hearing was beld before Examiner 
O'I.ea:ry at Fillmore on August 21, 1973 at wMcbtime the matter was 
submitted subject to the filing, of the transcript, wi'dchwas filed: 
SepZember 17, 1973. 

The station at Fillmore is staffed by a single', employee 
·ilh.O is on duty from 9:00 a.m.. to 5:00 p.'m.., five days a week. 'the 
em?loyee also worl(.$ overtime as. tl1e ,need, arises. The nonagency 
points of Rancho Sespe, Texaco, and Piru are also served by ~he 

Fillmore agency. 
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Unde~ the proposal to close the Fillmore agency the' services 
presently available throughtbe agent will be available through 
applicant's agency station at Santa Paula which is located approxi­
mately nine miles west of Fillmore. the station at santa Paula is 
also staffed by a single employee who is on duty :from 9':00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. 7 five days a week7 and wh.o works overtime as the need 
arises. Tne telephone n'tlmber of the Fillmore agency will be trans­
ferred to the agency at Santa Paula. 

Only freight in carload or trailer load lots is handled 
at Fillmore.. Tb.e vo1'Jme". of business handled and the resultant ' 
:evenue for 1971 7 1972, and :~le first six mont~1s of 1973. were as 
follows: 

carload Shipments 
Originated 
'I'erminated 

'I'otal 
R.evenue 

1971 -
2,102, 

20 
2 122' , 

$1,293,098 

1972. -
857' 

13, -
870' 

$484,157 
* January to June 

1973*: -' 54S 
18: -

563. , 
$326,558 

Applicant anticipates annual savings of approximately 
$15,000 if the Fillmore station is closed. 

The secretary-manager of the Fillmore-Piru Citrus 
Association testified that a letter of protest was filed with the 
Commission; the letter was received ,in evidence as Exhibit 6. A 

r.eview of Exhibit 6 discloses that the letter relates to a problem, 
namely drainage, not related to the closing of the Fillmore agency. 
Exhibit 7 is a copy of a Wes,tern Union telefax addressed to the 
Commission adviSing that drainage problems with SP had been resolved 
and the protest was withdra.wn. Upon questioning by the examiner the 
witness' admitted he could have been responsible for send'ing Exhibit 
7 but could no~ reme~er. The w1tness also tes~1fied that there,W4s 
S~ doubt in his mind that his company's shipping needs would be 
sc:,ved as well as presently. No evidence was, presented by the other 

. , 

protestant. 
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''Findings 

1. There iS,not sufficient business to justify a full-time 
employee and the maintenance of an agency at Fillmore. r/: ' 

2. Freight in less than carload lots is not required to ; 
be handled at this station .. 

3. The pUblic ,will be adequately served by the agency station 
at Santa Paula which is located nine miles from Fillmore and is' open, 
five days a week. 

4. Patrons will utilize the same telephone number which is 
presently used to contact Fillmore to contact Santa Paula. 

S. Public convenience and necessity "':0 longer require the' 
maintenance by SP of an agency at Fillmore. 

The Commission concludes that the application should be 
granted. 

ORDER -- -- ........... 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Southern Pacific t'ransporea. tion Company is autborized to 
discontinue its agency at Fillmore, Ventura County, subject to the 
following conditions: 

(a) Southern Pacific Transportation Company shall 
mainta1ntbe station in a nonagency seatus 
for the receipt or delivery of freight in 
carload or trailer load lots only. 

(0) Within one hundred twenty days after tbe 
effective date of this order and not less 
than ten days prior to the discontinuance 
of the agency at Fillmore, Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company shall post a notice 
of such discontinuance at the station and, 
within one hundred twenty days after the 
effective date of this order and on not less 
than ten days' notice to the Commission and 
to the public, Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company shall file in duplicate amendments 
to !ts tariffs showing the change authorized 
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and shall make reference in suen notice 
and tariffs to this decision as authority 

, for the cbanzc... In no event shall the 
agent be xemoved earlier than the effective 
date of the tariff filings. 

(c) Within thirty days after discontinuance of 
service SOuthern Pacific Transportation 
Company shall give written notice to the 
Commission that it bas complied with this 
order. 

The effective ctate of this order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 'San ~. 

Dated' at _________ , California, this ..YJ.f/w 
day of _..;..N..;;.,OV.....;E;;.;..M;.;;.B.::.:E'R.:..-___ , 1973. 

-4 ... 

Comm1~31oncrVor.Don L." SturzooDp,being 
noeo~~~ri1y~b~ent.4~4 not'PArticipate 
in tho d1spoS1'toioD' ot 'tlli:. pr~o41ng. 


