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Decision No.. _8_2_2_1_0_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T.HE StATE OF' CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Ap~lication ) 
of National Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Association, Il'le .. ~ Agent, for and. ) 
on behalf ofccrtun highway com.. , ) 
'moe. carX'iers and, express corpora- ) 
tions ,for autbori ty to make ) 
various "revisions in, National ) 
Motor Freight Classification ICC- ) 
NMF-lOO:. ) 

In the Matter of the Inves~igation ) 
into the' rates, rules", regulations ~ ) 
charges, allowances and practices ) 
of all common carriers, highway ) 
carriers and city car'riers'relat- ) 
ing to, the transportation ,of any' ) 
and all commodities "between and ) 
w:i.thin'all points and' places, in ) 
the State of California (:i.c.cluc:ling, ) 
bt.lt no,t limited to, transportation ) 
for whiCh: rates 'are provided ,.in ) 
Minimum Rate tariff No,. 2). ) 

And Related Matters 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)' 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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Application No. 5'+365 
(Filed October~, 1973) 

Case No., 54032, 
(petition for Modification 

No,~ 767), ' 
(Filed OC,tober' 1+, 1973) 

Case No. 51.j.36, Petition No. 149 
, " 

Case No .. , S439,' Petition No., 191 ,', 
, ' , 
, '/' 

Case No. Sl.j.l.j.l, 'PetitionNo_278 

Case No. ,5603', Petition No' .. 13'2 

Case No. 7783., Petition No., 81 

Case No. 7857, 
.'" 

Petit£QQ:' No.. 86, 

Case No .. 7SS~:, Pet:i.tion No,., 162 

(FUea. Octobert+,' '1973) 
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A. 54365, C. 5432 (Pet": 767) et a.l ... j'W 

OPINION AND ORnER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrastate transportation 

within California participate in National Motor Freight Class:i.ficat:::on 

ICC .. NMF .. 100. hereinafter referred. to as the Govern1ng Classification. for 

class ratings and other provis:i.ons. Also, certain Commiss:i.on min:i.mum rate 

tariffs. arc subject to 'the class'ratings and/or other provisions. of such 
classif:i.cation .. 

By Application No. 543G5, National Motor Freight Traffic 
Association, Inc·.,. Agent. seeks au:thor:i.ty, on behalf of such common 

carriers, to publish specific revisions in the Governing ClasSification.1 

By the above petitions, Cal:i.fo X' n1a Trucking Associa:t:i.on seeks to make 'the 

proposed provisions applicable to certain Commission minimum·ratetariffs.2 

Petitioner. ~quests. tha.t all common carriers be- directed to- 'establish in 

their respective to.riffs such modifications as may be prescribed by: the 
, '. " 

Commission's order in these proceedings, including X'clief fX'Om the'lotlg~ 
and short .. haul prov:i.sions of Section I.j.GO of the Public Utilities Code. 

Applicant and pctitioneX', hercdnaftcr referred to as: al?p·].j;cants, 

state 'that the Governing Classification is periodically revised to~eet 
the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver that. the procedures 

available to shippers and carriers to initiate such revis:tons,·to partici

pate in their disposition and to protect their interests are generally' 

known to· the carriers and shippers.' Applicants allege that the : sought 

l'l'he proposed changes, which are provided in Supplement 24- to the. . 
Governing Classificatioo., are set forth in Exhibit A attachedt<> the 
applica tiOD. 

2 The, tariffs are Mio.imum Rate Tariffs 1 .. B (East :Say Drayage), 2 (General 
Commodities Sta.tewid.e), S .. A (Pe'troleum and Petroleum Products·Statewide),. 
9 .. :S (San D:icgo Drayage), ll-A (lJncrated Ne'W Furniture Statewide), 14 .. A 
(Agricultural Commod.:i.ties Statc'Wide), 15 (Ver.:.tcle Unit Rates) and. 19 .. 
(San Francisco Drayage) and Exception Ratings Tariff 1. 
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A. S4-3GS, C •. 51+32 (Pet. 767) et al. - jw 

revisions have been authorized by the National Class~f1ca~ion Board,·aft~r 
, -

due process, and generally became effective November 1, 1973, for tariffs 

covering areas other than California and that such revisions, if authoriz~d~ 
would permit maintenance of uniformity of classification provisions between 

California and the rest of the nation. lhe cilanges ~e within the 'frame

work of the criteria heretofore- announced by 'this Commission'for -

establishing revisions in the GoveX'ting Classification on California ' 
intrastate traffic. 3' 

Copies of the application and petitions weremailed.to various 

chambers of commerce, shipper organizations, car~ier representatives and 

other interested parties on or about October 1+, 1973. The application 

and petitiocs were listed on the CommiSSion's Daily Calendar of October S, 
1973.. No objection to 'the granting of th~' appl:i.cation and petitions has 
been received .. 

In the circumstances, :it appears, and the Commiss:i.oc., finds., that: 

1. The proposed clasSification revisions set forth in Application 

No. 51+365 are reasonable and, to the extent that said revisions ~lill result 

in increases~ such increases are justified .. 

2. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will be authorized 

to establish, except to the extent that said ratings, and rules are 

different from and are superseded by present excc9tions contained in the 

respective fT'.inimum rate tariffs and the governing exception ratings tariff, 

are suitable to govern the minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. Th~ rates and charges resulting from ~he application of the 

aforeSaid revisions are, and for the fu.ture will be, 'the just:" reasonable 

and nondiscriminatory m:i.ni~um rates and charges for- the-' transportation of 

property, by highway carriers s~ject to the applicableminimwn ra.te, 
tariffs. 

3See Decision No. 68321+ in Case No. 5'+32", 'ct al., 63 Cal.P'.U.C. 728~. 
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Based on the above findings, the Commission concludes that the 

proposed classification changes set forth in Application No. S4-36S,should 

be authorized, and 'that such reviSions should. be ad-opted' and. approved? to, 

the extent inclicated in 'the ensuing order, to govern the minimum rates 

established by the COmmission. the Commission further concludes that the 
involved participating common carriers in applicant's National Motor' 

Freight Classification ICC-NMF-IOO should. be authori2edto depar'tfrom, 

the provisions of ~ction 4-60 of the Public Utilities Code to, the extent 

neeessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained under 

outstandingauthorizatlons. 

IT IS ORDERED' that: 

1. Na'tioc.a.l Motor Freight Traffic AsSOCiation,. Inc., Agent, on 

behalf of the involved common carriers partiCipating in National Motor 

Freight Classification ICC-NMF-100 is authorized to, establish and publish 

the classification ratings and rules set forth' in Application No:. 540365 

to bec:ome effective not earlier than December 17, 1973, on not less than 

one dayTs notiee to the COmmission and to the public. 

2.. Except as otherwise pronded in Ordering Paragraph 6 hereof', the 

clasSification ratings and rules authorized herein are approved and 

adopted as just~ reasonable and nondiscriminatory ratings and rules to 

govern the rates and rules promulgated by the- Commission in Minimum Rate 

'.tariffs l-B, 2-, 9-B, ll+-A and. 19. 

3. '.tariff publications required to- be made by common carr:ters as 
a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be filed not earlier than 

the effe~tivc date of this order and shall be mad.c effe~tive December l7, 
1973, on one day's notice to, the COmm:Lssion and to the public; and tariff 

publications wlUch are author:i,zed but not required to be made by common 

ci:.rriers as a result of the order herein may be made effective· not,earlier 

than December 17, 1973, and may be made effective on not less than one 

dayTsnotice to 'the Commission and to the. public if filed not later 'than 

January 1,. 1974-; . 



· , 

A. 543G5.~ C. 54-32 (pet. 767) et ale - jw 

~. The classification ratings and rules authorized to be established 
by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to ~e made applicable also 
for the transporta.tion of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
have not been established, oX' 

(b) Commodities which are subject to 
higher rates than, or more restrictive 
provisions than, the minimum rates 
oX' provisions otherwise applicable, or 

ec) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 
Tariffs 1-B,. 2,. 9-B, l/4. ... A and 19. 

S. Any proVisions currently mUntained in common carrier tariffs 
which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges greater than 
those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs l .. B~ 2,. 9-B, ll+ .. A and 19 are 
authorized to bc ma1ntained in connection with the ratings and rules 
authorized and directed to be established herein. 

6. Except as pX'Ovided. in Ordering Paragraph 5 hereof, common 
carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and rules which are 
different from and are superseded by, present exceptions contained in 
Exception Ratings Tariff 1 ancl Minimum Rate Tariffs l-B, 2', 9-B~ l4-':'Aand 
19. 

7. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the ratings , 
and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to' depart from 
the provisions of Section ~60· of the Public Utilities Code to· the extent 
necessary to adjust long- and sho.rt-haul departures now maintained. under 
oU'tstandingauthorizations; su.ch outstanding authorizations, are hereby 
modified only to the extent necessary to comply· with this order; and 
schedules containing the ratings and rules published under this: ,authority 
shall make reference to' the prior orders authorizing long- and" short-haul "" 

.' 
departures and to this order. 
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1973. 

Th.e effeative da.te of th.is ot'd¢X' shall be Deccml:>er l5, 1973. 
Dated at San Francisco,. California, this ¥"o..,.day of D~cembcr, 

, ': /' ".~ '" ." , ' " .~~ 

~.-..... ". ~,-.~;,> .. ~,:: g( 

Comm;i.ss;i.oners 
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