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'Decision No. 82580 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

Application of A. R.. PEREL~ seeking ) 
a deviation from the ~equirement for ) 
underground electric service to the ~ 
COLUMBIA SKY PARK ~O:SII.E HOME PARK 
in '!UOLTJMNE COUNTY. 

o p' I N ION - ...... ~-~~-

Application No. 54296 
(Filed August 31, 1973) 

A. R.. Fereira is an individual. He seeks a dev:Lation from 
the mandatory underground prOVisions of the line extension rttles 
applicable to new resident13.l subdivisions and developments of 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E). 

The development in issue is ~pproximately 30 acres of land 
located adjacent to the Columbia Airport in !uolumne County. 
According to the application, applicant purchased the property in 
1965 for the purpose of constructing a 158 pad mobile h~ trailer 

'1>. • ..... 

pa:k; the ,land was rocky, very bU$hy,~~wJ:th,:an..undulating terrain, 

and with an eleva:ion of 2,100 feet; an ~itial const::::UCtion permit 
was issued by the State of california on December 9,' 1965, wit:b. 

various permits given since tr.at time; .:tpplieant began grading and 

leveling the la't'.d with his own equip:nent in 1966; plans were submitted 
to the Planning C~sion 1:1 August 1967 for the mobile bome park, 
which includes a shopping center; since that time various stages of 
construction have been cO'Qploted by applic371t; and cons·truction 

has been held up from time to time d'l.:e to weather conditions. 

The application further states as follows: After initial 
discussions with PG&E, applicant decided around June 1970 that because 
of the prohibitive cost of undergrounding due to the rocky terrain in 

the area, the primary electric ltne extensions should be installed 
overhead; the only question at that ti:ne was whether applicant would 
install the service himself or have PG&E do it.; thereafter" applicant 
decided that because of the voltage required, namely, 17,000 volts, 
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PG&E should install the overhead extension;. PG&E was· so advised and 

sent its engineers to survey the property and det~rmine pole 
locations, which they staked; it was not until immediately prior to 
the filing of this application that information was given to applicant 
that the overhead installation would be contra~J to PG&E1 s under­
ground rules; all preceding discussions with PG&E related to over­
head primary service; all other utilities, including the secondary 
electrical power system, the sewer and water systems, the TV cable, 
and the telephone lines have been installed underground throughout 
the park; ~he underg::'O'Unding of these services was very costly due 
to the rocky terrain; because of the blasting that would be required 
and the :esulttng probability of damage to the other underground 
installations and the necessity of crossing th~, it would be next 
to impossible to now place the prixcary electric power lines under­
ground; all of this would result in ?rohibitive expense;. further 
work on the park is being held up until' the overhead primary system 
is completed; and the overhead lines would not be noticeable because 
of the many trees on the proposed tra.iler park. 

Rules go .... ·erning underground extensions within new residential 
subdivisions and residential developments have heretofore been 
established by the Comc1ssion and have been revised from time to 
time.. PG&E • s Rule 15.1 is a reproduc:eion of these rr.tles.. The Com­
mission in interpreting the rules has hereeofore found .:a.s follows: 

tf.. ... (I) t is in the public interest that undergrounding 
should be mandatory for all new residential subdivisions, 
but that such a mandatory requirement should not apply 
to those subdivisions for which a master plan, preliminary. 
map or tentative map has been filed with the appropriate 
local authorities pursuant to the Suvdivision Map Act 
on or prior to- the effective elate of t:his order and 
wher.e an agreement is entered into with a utility for 
electric service within ewo years after the effective 
date of this order." (Re under~roUtl.di~ of Electric 
and Cormxnmication Utilities (190) 71 fJC 134, 137 .. )· 
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The order referred to ~ Decision No. 77187 ~ beca:ne effective May 5, 
1970. Section E.4. of PG&E's Rule 15.1 provides for exccpti0'!l41 
cases. It st3tes as follows: 

"In Ul'J.usual cir~t.ances ~ 'When the application of 
these rules appears impractical or unjust to either 
party~ the Utility or developer may refer the matter 
to tne Public Utilities Commission for special 
ruling or for the approval of special conditions which 
IIlol.y be mutually agreed upon, prior to cOt11lllC1'1cing 
construction." 
The difficulties of n~ undergroundfng the primary electric 

line extension set out in the application and referred to above 
"and the resulting exceptionally high cost that would result .constitute 
\musua1 circumstances within the meaning of Section E.4. of Rule 15.1 .. 
Furthermore, ~he initial construction permit was issued tn 1965. 
Plans were submitted to the Planning Commission in 1967. Appl~cant 

had requested overhead prim&ry service and PG&E had surveyed for " 
pole installations in 1970 which is ".vi.th1n two years of the effeetive 
date of Decision No. 77187. In the circumstances, this is apparently 
within tee exception to the mandatory undcrgrounding requirements 
referred to in the above-quoted finding in Decision No. 77187. 

The application was listed on the Commission's Daily 
calendar. No protests to the gr3nt1ng of the application ba"le been 
received. 

Tae Commission finds that: 

1. The land on which the trailer par.k fa issue is located is 
adjacent to the Col'lJmbia Ai::port in Tuolumne County and is rocky' 
with an elevation of 2,100 feet. 

2.. The land has been graded for roads and trailer pads.. The 
secondary electrical power system, the T'J cable, and telephone lines, 
as well as the Se".N'er and water systems, have all been installed 
underground. The wdergrounding of these services wes very costly 
due to the rocky terrain. 
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3. Because of the rocky terrain and the high cost that would 
result if the primary electric power system were to be undergrounded~ 
applicant decided tn mid-1970 to have it fnstalled overhead, and 
PG&E surveyed the property and staked pole locations. 

4. Because of weat.hcr conditions, construction work on the 
trailer park has been held up from time to time. 

S. To now underground the prixDary electric line extens.ion 
would be extremely costly.. The rocky terrain would require blasting, 
and it would be necessary to cross the underground installations 
now :in place. All of this could result in severe damage to these 
installations. 

6.. OV'erheadlines would be virtually unnoticed because of the 
many trees on the proposed trailer park area, and the environmental 
impact affecting the general public thus would be insignificant.' 

7.. It is reasonably certain that the project involved in this 
proceeding will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

8. Under the conditions hereinabove described, the applicability 
of the mandatory undergro\mding provisions of PG&E's tariffs to the 
primary power line extenSion would be unjust, and the requested 
deviation would not be adverse·. to the public interest. 

'Th.~ Commission concludes that. the application should .be 
granted. . ,. .. ., .-

:.. ..... 
ORDER 
-----~ 

IT IS ORDERED that Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
is authorized and directed to deviate from. the mandatory undergroand1ng 
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prOV'isions of its line extension rules to the extent of providing 
en overhead prfmary electric line extension or extensions in 
a.pplicant: s proposed trailer park adjacent to the Columbia Airport 
in Tuol\lmne County. 

The effective date of this' order shall be ten days .after 
the date hereof. 

Iua~ Dated at , California, this 
day of ___ I_A_R..,;CH-:-=--=-:::::: __ -_:,-,-1-9-7-4 • 

• 

tJ~ita~~~.........4'" J ~O_M.'s.t.~~~~~~Jl.IA~~~~~==__:._ 
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~.s1Qner Thomas ~oren. ~1Cc 
... uar11,. ab::ent. did DOT. participat.e 
sa Qe 41Sposl t10n 'Or w.. p%'~c'e41Da. 
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