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BEFORE THE PUBLIC- UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA .. '. ,. 

In the Matter of' the Applicat:ton 
of' SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION f'or 
authority to increase Natural· Gas 
Rates 1nSan Bernardino. County> ' 
Cal:tl"orn1a. ' 

APl>l:1catio~ No,;. 52428:. _ 
Sixth Pet1t:ton.·for-, Mod:t1":tcation .. 
of Dec.:ts1on' No~78498, .. , ',. 

(Filed ~Februa.ry 2S:;:1974} 

o P I NI 0 N -------
By th1s petition Southwest Gas Corporation (Southwest) 

requests modification 01" Decision No. 78498 for au~or1zati,onto 
track, through filings made under an adV1ce 'letter· procedure, My 

cost of ga.s increase in PacifiC Gas and Electric CompMY.CPG&E) , 
Rate Schedule G-62 resulting from Comm:tssion action. grantin& to' PG~: 
all or pa.rt of the rate relief sought byPG&E :tn. its' App11cat1o:ns,' 
Nos. 54280:, 54616, 546l7, and 54618. 

By Decision No. 78498, dated March 30, 1971"in·APP11eat1on 
No. 52428, th,~"Commiss1on> among other things, autho,r1zedSoutnwest' ' 
to continue the une of advice letter procedure to f1lerev1sed"tar1:f':f' 
schedules to ref1e'ct increases 1n the cost of', purchased gas: 'attrib-.. ' 
utab1e to trac1dng. rate increase filings made. by PG&E', ',provided. that, 

< ".,,\ I 

such author1 ty to track should not extend beyond Dee~mber.' ,31". 1971>, 
and should term.1nate at MY time prior thereto if' the, traCking. 
increa.ses totaled more than 0.009 cents per therm. 

, . 

Pursuant. to the filing by Southwest of' five .petitlons for· 
modification of Decision .No. 78498> the Comm1ssion,;ha.s :tssueda 

1,_' . 

series of ,orders prOvid.lllg for (1) extenSion or- the:"tracking . 

authority through December 31, 1974;. (2) deletion or. the 0.009' cents' 
) ". ,,' 

per therm:1:1.m1ts.tion; and (3) authority for. Southwest. t~offs.etany: ' 
1ncrea.se~' granted to PG&E 1n Applications Nos. 53118'".53552"~ 53866; 
and 54127'. 
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On August 30 ~ 1913:, PG&E filed Application No.. 54280.w1 th ' 
th-e Commiss10n seek1:og to ra1se its, ra.tes to Southwest and its' other.( 

, . -, \ 

consumers by an add1t1onalO .. 81 cents per therm. Southwest alleges 
that 1ts a.n.nual cost resulting, from such an increase would be 

, , , 

$403~405 a yea:r based on purchase volumes tor the yea.r: 1973: .. 

On January 31" 1974> PG&E filed Applicat10ns-Nos"; 54616; 
54617, and 54618 seeld..ng to raise its rates to- Southwest and 'its 
other consumers 'by an additional 0.042, 0.3S4"and 1 .. 427 'cents per 
therm" respectively. It such increa.se's are granted, So'Uthwes;t 
alleges that it Will fa.ce increa.sed costs of $20>917, $176',.303;; and , 

$110>690~ respectively, based 'upon purchased volumes for,~973~' 
F1nd1ngs 

1.. Southwest has previously be~ authorized to track chBJ?ges; 
in its cost of' gasattr1butable to ra:te increase filings made 'by'. 
PG&E .. 

2. The resulting tracking ra.te increases wilJ.not,' increase 
Soutl" .. west T s level of' earn~s" but will merely o.ffset the e~ect 0'£' 
increases in cost of' purcha.sedgas'authorized 'by the Commission. 

3· A public hearing 1s no:'~, necessary .. 
Conclusion of Law 

Based on the '£orego1ng :r1nd1ngs:, the"Comm1ss1on co~cludes 
that Southwest ::.hould 'be granted the>author1ty sought 1n1ts,' 

pet1t1on1:or m<Xi1t1eat1on;>ot De~is1on N~'.7s498>' to, the' ~xtent and 
under the conditions. set.:f"o:r:th in the order whicnto1lows.: 
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ORDER ___ -..a.,-. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Southwest Gas Corporation may .fUe,. on or after the effec-. 
tive date of this decision, under advice letter procedure, 'rate . 
increases designed to offset the economic cost of, any increased cost 
of gas purc:ba.sed by Southwest from Pacific' Gas a'ild Electric Company 

under PGa:ldE t S Rate Schedule G-62, or any superseding; rate· schedule» 
. f _, 

which cost to Southwest arises directly out ·of any decis:lon of ~, 
Commission issued pursw.m.t to Applications Nos. 54280,' .546.1&,54617. 
and 54618. 

_ 1 (II ~ 

2-. In all other respects, Decision No'. 78498:~ as modified by 

Decisions Nos. 79856:0 80799', 80793, 82023, and 82107 " remains. in full 
force and effect. 

the effective date of the o:rder is the date hereof. ' .. 
Dated at San Franciaco " -Cal:tfornia,tb.i8 .' /& ~. 

day of APRil , 1974. 

:, .. , 

!C0mm1$sio:c.or_vernonL<St';e:e~:c.'~;be1Dg .. , .' 
':c.oce::sar11y ab:'ent-,;.414' not/p::u-:t1c1pate '.:' 
"in ·'the dJ.spos1t.1on ot t.h1$'j)rocoo4~;. ' •• ' 
,I •..• '. ", ~. j', .' •• , I j ,. = .\,. ''''~' .. :~' . ;'" .. 
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