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Decision. No. __ 8_27_3_8_ 

BEFORE ,'!BE PUBLIC trrIL!.'rIES COMMISSION OF, '!'BE STATE' OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
U.W.S. MAtERIAI.S Al:ID SUPPLY CO., INC., ) 
a cox:poration~ for an order autllOriziDg ~ 
dep.arture from the rates, rules and 
regulations of M:ln:tmum Rate Tariff No. 
2, pursuant to the provisions of ) 
Section 3666 of the Public UtU1ties ) 
Code, for the transportation of sod, 
in rolls and stacked on pallets, from, 
Suisun, Cal iforn:ta, for Warren. r s turf 
N~exy. 

Application No. 54760 
(Filed March 28, 1974) 

INTERDI OPINION AND ORDER 

U.W.S. Material$ and Supply Co<., Inc. (OWS) operates as a 
radial highway common carrier tmder a permit authorlziDg transporta
tion of general c0CDm0d1ties throughout the State of California. In ' 
this application UWS seeks interim. authority, pending hearillg~< to' 
assess less than the established mfD1mum rates for the transportation 

of sod, 1:2. 'rolls and stacked on pallets, for Warren's Turf Nursery 
from that company's plant at Suisun to various points in nort~ 
California. 

!he application cont:ai:cs a statement of income and retained 
earnings of applicant for the year ended October 31, 1973" and .& 
balance sheet as of October 31, 1973. Also attached to the appli
cation is a development of the estimated costs of perfo:r:ning the 
proposed transportation service from. Suisun to each destination in· 
northem Californ:ta. 

The application recites that the shipper has in the past 
performed the transportation 'service with its equipment:. However~ 

the Shipper bas detem.:ined tba.t its costs of performing the service 
have become ecoc.omieally prohibitive and it now desires to' avail 
ieself of appl1cant t s services. Based' upon the sJ:i1pper',s experience '. 
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during 1973 in handling. this type of transportation movements. ·ltis,. 
anticipated that the applicant wnl transport 400 trucklOads a year,,'· 
averaging 50 loads a month during the eight months of operation, 

primarily from. March through October. The application further states. 
that by reason of the nature of the commodity involved. it' is required" 
that: forklift equipment be available at the destiDation or j.ob- site to 
effect the unload1ng of the commodity. 111 most instances. the' 
comodity is transported to· a job· site in a r&ote area'where th~e is 
no forklift equipment available to unload the commodity. Thus. it 
beco:o.es extremel.y difficult and costly to the shipper to perform 
the tJ:'ansportation of this particular commodity. Conversely. 

appliean.t ~ as a matter of coarse, carr1es forklifts on its power 
equipment on virtually all of its movements so' it then is in a 
poSition to not only transport the commodity over the road but it 

also bas readUy available the necessary forklift equipment at the 
job site to effect the unloadin~ of the co~dity as requ1red~ the 
application. asserts that this is the type of service which ,thesbipper , 
requires" and it is prepared to utilize the services of this apl>licant 
provided the rate relief sought herem :[s granted by the' .,Coamd.ssioti. 
Tbe sbipper will preload the shipments on theap?lieant's trailer 
subsequent to which the sbipment will be transported by': the appl:tcant 
to job site and then unloaded' by the applicant on its own~ forklift " 

equipment which, as indicated hereinabove, is uniformly carried' on. 
its tractors. 

The application states that the applicable rate for the 
trae.sportation of this commodity is, the Class 35, rate as-: set ' forth~·' 
in Item 507 of Minimum Rate Tarl.ff 2. Applicant proposes. to- asSess 

charges based on the Class 35.3 rates 1'0. Item. 507' of Mtn:tmum Rate' 
Tariff 2~ together with any applicable surcharges or split delivery 
charges. The minimum weight per shipment, would remain , at 45-.000' ' 
pounds as set forth in M:tn:Lmum Rate Tariff 2. Exh1bit A to·tlle· . 
02.'?plicati011 sets forth. the specific rates and charges. proposeel: to-
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be ~ssessed. A comparison of the estimated costs of performiug the 
se:tVice with the proposed e~ges indicates the transportation .service 
will be compens.a.tory. The estic:a:ted operating ratios. for 1nd1vidual 
hauls range from 31.4 percent to 91 .. 9 percent:. 

The appliCAtion states that the shipper has advised . 
applicant that if the rate relief sought here1%:: is- not granted by the 

Co~ssicm.~ it would intend to handle the· transportation of this 
c~ity 0'0. its own eq~pmetit ona propr1e~ basis notwithstand~ 
~ U::1desirable aspect~ of this type of transport:£t:ton. 

The .&ppliC.?tion shows that it wa~ served on the California· 
!:rt;.cld.:lg Association. Notice of the filing of the: application alsO: 

appeared on the Commission r s Daily Calenw. No protest to: the. 

granting of interim relief h.'!s been received. 
In the circumstances, the Cocm:tss:ton. fines that based on 

tb.-e estimated revenues ar:.d exp~es set forti.1 in Exilib:tt :a to the 
8pplic:.ction the sern.ces proposed to be performed by epplicant:, for 
Warren t s Turf Norsery will be compe:1&a.t"ory; the:. granting of the
&?plic:atiou "'-'1.11 permit the transportat1on service 1:0 be per£.ormed 
by ~ for-hire carrier wbichheretofore was perfo~ed es & proprietary 
operation by the shipper; and thllt, pending review at' a'public 

hearing, the proposed rates and cb.ilrges will beree.sonable. 
Based on the a.bove findings, the Commission concluces'tbat. 

this application presents. a: situation where the Commission may 
app%'opriately grant applic:.at),t interim relief to perform., the ,trans
portation service for a period. of six ttonths, pe:td:tng: bearitJ.g.. ' 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 
1. U.W.S. Materials and. Supp-ly Co., Inc. ,1s authorized to,.: 

depart frotil the minimum rates set forth in· Minfmum Rate 'J:a.riff 2 
to the extent set forth in Appendix A attached'> hereto' and· made 4.' 

part hereof. 

2. The authority granted ber~1n shall expires1x mon~bs:#ter, 
the effective· date' of this order. 
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3·. A public he&r1:lg shall be scheduled in this proceeding 'for 
the receipt of evIdence on this'. applicati~. 

The effece1ve date of this o:der is the date hereof. 
San Fran . I~ .'~ Dated at C1SCO', , Cal:t£orn:ta., this _'-__ _ 

&y of t APRil' , 1974. 
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Cocm.t::>s1onor ,Ve~on'L~st.urgeon.be1llg. " 
1'10C05~~r1iy .o:b!.or.l"t~" .c!'1d:;,not.' p~101p8.t.o. 
in the 41:spo:1't.1on (>t:"tll1s·~pro~e~~." 
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APPENDIX A 

Carrier: U.'W.S. Materials and SupplY-Co., Inc. 

Commodity: Sod, in rolls, stacked on pallets. 

Shipper: 'Wllrretl. r s 'Xurf Nursery. 

Point of Origin: Suisun,. California. 

Points of Destination: 

.,: . 

Su:f.SU'D., Fa:trfield, Vacav:Llle, Vallejo, Napa, Davis, 
l".l4rtinez, Woodland, OakvUle, Pleasant Hill, 
Concord, Nov-ato, Antioch, Al8mO'J St. Helena, 
Saerac.e.:lto, Walnut Cr.eek, El Sobrante, Lafayette, 
Richmond, San Pablo, San Rafael, Denville, 
San R8.mon, Piedmont, Morega, Byron, Q17:michael, . 
Alameda, Kentfie::'d, Oakland, Fair Oeks, Santa Rosa, 
Woodacre, Pleasanton, &s.yward, Liv-exmore, Yuba City, 
Hillsborou$h, Sunnyvale, Pacheco, Clearlake Oaks, 
MOCltain Vl.ew, Los Altos, Sar&toga, San Jose .. 
Menlo Park, Woodside, Morgan Hill, Ukiah,. Chico, 
South I..a.ke tahoe, and tehOe City. 

Authorized Rates: Class 35.3 rates set forth in Item 507 of Minimum 
Rate tariff 2, including all applicable surcharges. 

Minimum Weight: 45,.000 pounds per tmitof·' equipment. 

Conditions: 

(a) Shipments wUl be loaded on applicant r s.'trailers 
by the shipper. Unloading will be performed by 
applicant r s employees with forkl:tft equipment . 
furnished by the carrier. 

(b) In all other respects, the proviSions of Min1al1lm 
Rate :rar1£f 2 will be applicable. . 
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