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Decision No. 82843 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTnITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
ECONO-LINEEXPRESS~ INC. ~. a 
corporat1on~for an order granttng 
au exemption from ~rovis1ons of 
Minimum Rate 'tariff 2. 

OPINION AND ORDER 

AppliC3tionNo. 54732 
(F:Lled March 1$,. 1974)-

Eeoc.o-Line Express" Inc. is authorized to operate as a 
radial highway common carrier and highway contract carrier for the 
transportation of general commod:Lt1es subject to the provisions 
contained in Minimum Rate Tariff 2. Applicant seeks. an exemption 
from the rates ~ rules ~ and charges named in M:tnimum Rate Tariff 2 
in cotlne~tion with its performance of courier service when transporting: 

tt ••• audit media" payroll cheeks, business records, 
tabulating cards" paper p1.mcb tapes and printed 
material from and between those California points 
which are within 350 air miles of Sau :Jose aud north 
of the line formed by the northern boundaries of 
San Luis Obis~o, Kern, and San Bernardino Counties, l' 
in vehicles of licensed weight of 4,000 lbs.. or less .. ".::I 
Applicant states that the courier service it now performs 

is also provided by compettng carriers operating under outstanding 
m1n~~ rate exemption authorities similar to that sought by applicant. 
Several of these compet~ exempt carriers are presently biddfng to 
provide courier service for shippers whose courier business applicant 
has historically enjoyed. Applicant contends that because it must 
observe the rates published in Minimum Rate Tariff 2, it ea:a.aot 
presently submit bids competitive with those of exempt carriers wbo 
are free to solicit the traffic at rates less than the otherwise 
governing minimum rates. 

Applicant has been providing courier service to· its customers 
and has submitted f1D4nc:Lal and equi~t list data to demOnstrate that 

£I Northern boundary restriction reflects applicant's request of 
April 5, 1974. . 

-1-



A. 54732 bxm 

" , 

ECOQo-Line Express, Inc. is financially able to continue to provide 
", 

the service at the rates proposed to be assessed under the s~t 
authority. S1neeapplieant' s competitors are currently submitting 
bids for the courier service 1n question, it is requested that this 
application be accorded emergency consideration and that the 

sought relief be granted by ex parte order. , 
In Deeision No. 65794(61 cpue 260) the Commissioo. fcnmd: 

"In view of these and other diss1milarities between petitioners' 
services and those which are subject to the minimum rate provisions 
in. issue herein, we find that said minimum rate provisions are 
not appropriate minimum rates, rules and regulations for the armored 
car and courier services which petitioners provide." A ,like finding 
in Application No. 54732 would also be appropriate. 

'!'he certificate of service indicates that applies.nt bas 
furnished competing carriers for the courier service involved with 
a copy of the application. Notice of the filing of Application 
No. 54732 appeared in the CoIXImission's Daily Calendar for March 18, 
1974. No protest or request for public hearing relative to this 
matter has been received. 

In the circumstances" the Commission finds, that Econo-Line 
Express, Inc. is engaged in a courier transportation service for which 
competing carriers have here tofore been exempted from the otherwise 
governing minimum rates ~ and applicant's request for similar relief 
has been shawn to be justified. 

the Coamission concludes that Application No. 54732 should 
be granted. A public hearing is not necessary. 

II IS ORDERED that Ec:ono-I.ine Express" Inc. is exempted· 
from the otherwise governing prO'V'isions of Minimum. Rate 'tariff 2 for 
the transportation of audit media, payroll checks, business records ~ 
tabulating cards ~ paper punch tapes, and printed material' from. and 
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between those California points which are Within 350 air miles of 
San .Jose ancl north of the line formed:!:>y the northern bomldar1es of 
San Luis Obispo. Kem~ and San Bernardino Co\mt1es~ in- vehicles 
of licensed weight of 4~OOO pounds or less. 

day of 

The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated at ___ Los=_A.ll$: ___ cl_C$_· ____ ~ cal1fornia ~ th1s z,!;, 

MAY, 1974. 

COlmniszionor VOX":lon L. Stureoon.,be1tlg 
necossD.r1lyab:ont. <lid. .not par'tic1pate 
in t~o d1:po:1t1on o~ tb1: pro~ao~ 

Co=1s::i1o~er J. P. Vul'"..o.:.1:2.. Jr ... .'be!tJt 
noce!l:.:l.r11y absent. d1clnot:pnrt1~,1pate" 
in ~e d1::iposition of this procoo~ 
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