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Decision No. SZOS1 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILItIES COMMISSION OF THE STAtE OF CALIFORNIA 

In th~ Matter of the!' Application ) 
of National ~tor Freight Traffic ) 
Asso~iation. Inc., Agent. for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com... ) 
mon carriers and'express corpora- ) 
tions, for au'thority, to' make' ) 
various revisions in National Mo'tor ' ) 
Freight ClasSification NMF-100A. .) 

, , 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
i::11:o the rates, rules, regulations, ) 
charges, allowances and pro.ct1ecs ) 
of all common carriers" highway ) 
carriers and city carriers relating ) 
to. the tX'ansportatio.n of any and ) 
all commodities between and within ) 
all points and places in the State ) 
of California (including" bl.11: not ) 
limi ted to., transportation for which ) 
rates are provided ,in Minimum Rate ) 
Tar:;'!! No-. 2). ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

And Related Matters ) 
) 
) 

~ , 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Applicatictn No'. 54833 _ ' 
(Filed April 29,. 1974» 

Case No. 5432 
(petition for Modification 

No.. 799), -
(riled April 29 , 1974) 

Case No.. S436~ Petition No., 

Case No. 5439, Petition No. 

Case No .. S41~l, Petition No.. 

Case No. 5603" Petition NO~ 

Case No. 7783, Petition No .. 

Case No. 7857, Pcti tion No., 

Case No. 785S, Petition No;_ 

(riled April 29~ 197,+) 
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OPINION AND ORDER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrastate transportation 
within California participate in National Motor Freight.Classification 
NMF 100 A. hereinafter referred to as the Governing: Classification, for 
class ratings and other provisions. Also" certain Commission minimum rate 
tariffs are subject to the class ratings and/or other pr~visions of su~ 
classification. . 

By Application No·. 5~833., National Motor Freight Traffic 
Association, Inc." Agent, seeks authority, On behalf of such common carriers, 
to publish specific revisions in the Governing Classification.l By the 
above pe'!:i tions, California Trucking Association seeks to make, the proposed. 
ratings and provisions applicable to certain Commission minimum rate 
t~iffs. 2 

Petitioner requests that ~ll common carriers be d.i~cteQ to 
~stablish in their respecti~e tariffs such modifications as may be 

prescribed by thc Commission's order in these proceedings,including 
relief from the long· and short·haul provisions of Section 460 of the 
Publi~ Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as applicants, 
state that the Governing ClaSSification is periodically revised to meet 
the changing needs, of commerce. Applica.nts aver that the proc:«l.w:-es 
available to shippers and carriers to initiate such revisions, to partici· 
pate in their disposition and to protect their interests are generally 
known to the carriers and shippers. Applicants allege that the sought 
revisions have been authorized by the National Classification Board, after 

l'Ihe proposed changes, which' are provided in Supplement 4 to the Gove,rning 
Classification, are set forth in Exhibit A and related justifications are. 
set forth in Exhibit B, both of which are attached to the application. 

2'Xhe tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs 1·:S (East Bay D;ayage), 2 (General 
Commodities Statewide), 9-B (San Diego Drayage), and 19 (San Fran,=isc:o 
Drayage) and Exception Ratings Tariff 1. 
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du.e process, and are generally scheduled to become effective June 2l~ 1974~ 
for tariffs covering areas other than California and that such revisions, 
if a~thorizcd, would permit main~enance of uniformity of clasSification 
provisions between California and the rest of the nation. 

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicates that they 
pertain principally 1:0(1) clarification'of existing descriptions of 
articles; (2) cancellation of obsolete provisions; (3) establishment of 
specific ratings for newly designed or manufactured articles; (4) estab­
lishment of new or additional packing requiremcl'nts for certain articles,; 
and (5) correction of publishing errors and. omissions. These I,)rincipal 
changes are Within the framework of the criteria heretofore announced by 
this Commission for establishing revisions in the GoverniogClassification 
on California intrastate'traffic.3 

. , , 

Copies of the application and. petitions were mailed to various 
chambers of commerce, Shipper organizations, carrier representatives and 
other interested parties on CYt: about April 26., 1974. . Theapp,lication and 
peti~ons were listed on the'! Commission's Daily calendar of April 30,. 1974. 
No objection to the granting of the application and petitions has been 
received. 

In the circumstances, the Commission finds, that: 

1. That proposed claSSification revisions set forth in Application 
No. 54-833 are reasonal)le and,. to the extent that said'revisi,ons will 
result in increases, such increases are justified. 

2. The proposed ra'tings and rt1les which applicants will be 
authorized to establish, except to the extent that said ratings and rules 
are different from and are superseded by present exceptions contained in' . 
the respective minimum rate tariffs and the governing. exception ra.tings 
tariff,. are suitable 'to govern the minimum rates established by the 
Commission. 

5 
"'See Decision No. 5832L+ in Case No. 5432~ et al., 63, C31.P.TJ.C.72S. 
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3. The rates and charges resulting from the application of the 

aforesaid revisions are~ and for the future will be, the just~ rea.sonable 
and nondiscriminatory minimum ra'tesand charges for 'the transportation of 
property by highway carriers s~j~ct to the applicable mini~um rate 
tariffs. 

I.j.. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Based on the above finaings, the Commission concludes "'that 'the 

proposed classification changes set forth in Application No. 54833 should 
be authorized, and 'that such re~sions should be adopted and approved, to 
the ex.tent indicated in 'the ensuing order, to govern the minimum rates 
established by the Commission. The Commission further concludes that 

, , 

the involved participating common carriers in applicant's National Motor 
Freight Classification NMf' 100 A should be authorized to depart from the 
provisions of Section 1.j.60 of the Public Utilities Code to the extent 
necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained under 
outstanding authorizations. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. National Moto~ Freigh~ Traffic Association, Inc., Agcnt, on 

behalf of the involved'common carriers participating in National Motor 
Freight Classification NMF lOO'A, is authorized to establish and pUblish 

, .:. 
the classifica~ion ratings and rules se~ for1:h in Application,' No. 54833, to 
become effective not earlier than Jl.1ne 21, 1974, on, no~ less than one day's 
notice to the Commission and to the public. 

2., Except as otherwise provided in Orderin.g Paragraph 6 hereof, 
the classification ratings and l:'l.1les authorized herein are approved and 
adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory ratings and rules 
to govern the rates and rules"promulgated by the Commission in Minimum 
Rate Tariffs l-:s., 2, 9-B and '~9. 

3. Tariff publ~cations,' required to be made by common carriers as 
a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be filed not' earlier than 
the effective date of this order and shall be made effective June 21, 
1971.j., on one day's notice to the Commission ~nd to, the publi~; and·tariff 
publications which are .. authorized but not required to be made by common 

.. I.j. -
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carriers as a result of the order herein may be made effective not earlier 
than June 21, 197~, and may be made effective on not less than one day's 
notice to the Commission and to the public if filed not later than August 
21~ 1971+. 

4. The classification ratings and .rules authorized to be established 
by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to be made applicable also 
for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates 
have not been established, or 

(b) . Commodities which are stlbject to 
higher rates than, or more restrictive 
provisions than, the minimum rates 
or provisions otherwise applicable, or 

(c) Commodities for which rates have been 
established based upon Minimum Rate 
Tariffs l-B, 2, 9-B and 19. 

s. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier tariffs 
which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges sreater than 
those contained in Minimum Rate 'tariffs l-B, 2, 9-B and 19 are authorized 
to be maintained in connection with the ratings and rules authorized and 

. directed to be established herein. ' 
6. Except as provided in Ordering Pa.ragraph 5 hereof, common carriers 

are not authorized 'to publish ratings and rules which areciifferent from, 
and are superseded by, present exceptions contained in Exception Ratings 
Tariff 1 and Minimum Rate 'Tariffs l-B, 2, 9-B and 19. 

. 7. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the ratings 
and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart from 
the provisions of Section ~60 of the Public Utilities Code to the extent 
necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained under 
outstanding authorizations; suCh outstanding authorizations are hereby 
modified only to the extent necessary to comply with this order; and 
schedules containing the ratings and rules published under this authority 

- 5 -



A. S~S33, c. 5~32 (Pet. 799) ct ala - jw 

shall make reference to the p~ior orders authorizing 100g- and 'short-haul 
departures and to this order. 

1974-. 

The effective date of this order shall be June 19, 197~. 

Dated at San Francisco" California, this ...;>~ay of June, 

I,,' 

cO;J~sioners 
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