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Decision No. 83165 @~~~~:VA~ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '!'HE' STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the blatter of" the Application ) 
for approval under Section 496 of ) 
the Public Utilities COde~, of an ) 
agreement 'between motor eommon ) 
earr~ers and between said carriers) 
and PACIFIC MOTOR TARIFF BUREAU ~ " ) 
INC .. ~ and of tberules and regula-) 
tions and procedures of PacU'1c ) 
1-!otor 'l'ar1ff' Bureau> Inc. ) 

, Appliea t10n No.. 54814 
(Filed Apr1118~ 1974)' 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this ap?lieation~ the earrier part1cipantsl 1n Paeifie 

Motor Tariff Bu:eau~ Ine.~ (PMTB) and PMT.B seek COmmission approval 
under Section 496 of the Public Utilities Code2 of the prov1sio~$ 
of the agreement between said earriers and PMTB concerning the 
functions" operations" rules and procedures of' PMTB pertaining to 
the establishment of rates on California intrastate trat'fie;" 

Aceord1ng to applieants,. PMTB is a non-profit corporation 

which operates 1n a manner typical of' such a 'business. entity; it 
possesses a Board of five directors wbO' are elected for twO'-year 

terms by members 1n good standi..."lg at annual meetings. The directors" 
at their ensuing annual organizational meetings ~ appoint from the 

Board a President ~ Vice President and Treasurer; a Secretary ~ , whc> 

153 carrier participants are named 1n Exhibit "A ft attached to the ap-' 
plication. ' 

2Sec'tion 496, was added to the Public Utilities Code effective January 
1" 1974. It exempts warehousemen" high.way carriers" rate bureaus 
and shippers from antitrust statutes when their rate making proces
ses· are operated under agreements approved by the CoI'flIllj"ssion .. 
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acts as Pl'1TB's manag1ng agent~ is elected at each annual meeting of 
the mem1)ersh:1p. Provisions have been made tor spec 1al and regular ~. 
general business and rate meetings; not1ces ot general bUSiness meet
ings are sent to members and notices o~rate meetings to·members~ 
subscr1l:>ers to PMTB tar1ffs and other interested. parties. '!he rate 
procedures~ set torth 1n Article IV or Part III of the By-Laws~ 
provide ~or the calling of rate meetings to pass upon docketed 
proposals~ informal voting on proposals which are distr1buted through 
thema1l and independent action by member carriers. 

App11cants state that the function ot PMT.S 1s to pre
pare> pub11sh and t1le W1th this Co~ss1on and the Interstate Com
merce Commiss1on and other regulatory bod1es~ for and on behalf o~ 
1ts member carr1ers> tar1r~s> related publicat10ns and rules for 
the transportat10n of property in bOth 1nterstate and intrastate, 
commerce and PMTB aetstbrough powers of attorney g1ven to 1t by 
1ts member participants to perform the services previously men
t1oned. App11cants aver that PMTB ass1sts and advises members 
in order that they may be 1n compliance with tariff" publicat10n 
and .f1lj,ng requ.irements o~ the Publlc Utilltles Commiss1on> the 
Interstate Commerce Commiss1on and other regulatory bod1es and 
p:!~ d1ssel'!l1nat~s in~or:lat!on of' general interest t¢' its members. 

Applicants declare that the affairs. and activ1ties of" 
PI·I'l'B are controlled by its. mew>er carriers and~ on' matters attect-
ins rates~ rules and procedures., each carrler participant operat1og 
in the territory involved 1n a proposed rate' proVision or, partic1pa
ting in a jo1nt rate~ is entitled. to vote on the rate proposals.' On 
matters or pollcy or procedure not pertain1ng to tar1f't rates .. rules 
or proceaures>, applicants allege that each member in good stand1ng. 
present at a meeting has'one vote. Applicants state tbat membersh1p
is open to all motor carriers author1zed by the Public Util1ties Com
miss10n and/or- Interstate Commerce CorJm1ss1on to 'transport pro~rty 
between points in the territories embrace<i by the Bureau's tar1ffsand 
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members designate the Secretary to act~ on their 'bebal1:, as the ad1:l1n-

1strative officer of PMXB as well as to control and supervise the 
management of PMTB pursuant to the 41rections of the Board of 
Directors. Applicants declare that the Secretary~ on behalf of the" 
carrier participants and PlwlTB .. handle5 matters w1ththe regulatory 
agencies and conducts sucll general correspondence as rtJ:J.y be neces

sary perta1n1ng to the tariffs issued by tbe Bureau. Applicants 
aver that common action and the publication of a single tarif1: 
document or series of tariff documents by the 1nvol ved carriers 
tends to reauce.. 1n a large measure the expense to the carriers 
for tariff publication and filing and the savings thus accomplished 
tend to promote efficient service and roster sound economic trans
portation conditions. 

Tbe application was listed on the CornnUss1on's Da11y 
Calendar of AprU 19~ 1974. No objection to the granting of the 
application has 'been received. 

In the c1rcUI:lstances" tbe Commission finds that: 
1. The proposed rate and tar1tr agreement is consistent 

with the statutory provis1ons and within the-scope of: Sect10n 496, 
of the Pub11c Ut1l1ties Code. 

2. Said agreement does not pertain to pooling or division 
of traffic" service or earnings. 

3. The agreement provides an opportunity for shippers to 
be in!"ormed and to be beard concern.1ng rate proposals 1nwh1eh 
they may have an interest. 

4. The agr~ement provides the tree and unrestrained right 
of individual carriers to take independent ~ct1on~ either before; 
during or after~ and contrary to" any determ1nation arr1vedat 
under any proeeclure provided therein. 

5. A s1m1lar agreement has been approved by the Interstate 
Commerce ColllIUssion tor interstate commerce. 

6. Tbe approval ot the agreement will not 1n any way adversely'· 
a!'teet the public interest. 
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7 • ~e agreement and the rules and proeedures provided f'or 
the oper~tion thereof' are :ra1r and reasona~le and not eontrary to 
publ1e poliey. 

IT IS ORDERED that the agreemen1; se1; forth as Exhibits "B" 
and "C" of Appl1eation No. 54814 is hereby approved in eonneetion 
with California intrastate tra£tic. 

This order shall Oecome effeetive twenty days after the 
date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco> Ca11f'ornia" th1S~ d~Y of' 
July" 1974. 


