
Decision No. 8~198 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC' U'!'ILITIES COMMISSIOl~ OF THE STATE' OF' CALIFORN1A 

In the ~tter of tbe Application ) 
of ~rat!onal ~lIotor Freight Traffic) 
Association;,. Inc .. ~ Agent .. tor and) 
on behalf, or certain highWay COr:l-) 
mon carriers and express corpora-) 
tions~ ror authority to make ) 
various rev1.SiOns 1n Na t10nal ) 
l·1otor Freight Classi.fieation"NMF-) 
100 A. ) 

In the Matter or the Investiga- ) 
t10n into the rates~ ruJ.es~, ) 
regulations" charges" allowances ) 
and practices, of all common ) 
carriers" h:1gbway carrierS and ) 
eity carriers rela~ to the ) 
tranzportat10nor ar.y and all } 
commodities between and within ), 
all points and plaees 1n the ) 
State or Cal1t'orn1a C1nelud1ng~ ) 
but not l1::lited to" transporta- ) 
t10n for wMch rates ~ Provided) 
1n Minimum Rate Tar1:f':r No.2). ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

And Related Matters ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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Appliea tion No'~ 54978 
(F~led June 19~: 1974) 

case No. '5432" , 
(Petition for r-rod1t"1cat1on 

No. 81<l) 
(Filed June, 19" 1914) , 

case No. 5436,,) Petition No'. 

Case No. 5439',) Petiti'on I~o. 
" 

Case N(). 5441~ , Petit10n NO.;., 

111 

~O 

304 

Case Z~(). 5603, Petit10n No. 156', 

Case No. 7783~ Petition,No .. 99 

Case No .. 7851" Pet~1t1,on, No.' lOS, 
, , 

," 

Case no. 7858:.. Pet1t.1on' No-: ·180, , 
" 

(Filed June 19,. 'l97 4') 

" . .J 



A. 5497$:,. c. 543Z (Pet. 810) et al. - ;rr..; . 

OPINION AND OPJ)ER 

Various COt'lmon carriers engaged in intrastate transporta­
tion Within CalifOrnia partieipate 1n National Motor Fre1ght· Clas­
s1fication NMF 100 A~. here1nafter rel"erred to as the Governing 
Classif1cation,. for class ratins;s and other prov1$ions. Als¢~ 

certain Commj,ssion .m1Itlmum rate tariffs are subject to- the class 
ratings and/or other provisions of sueh elassif1cat1on •. 

By Application No. 5-4918~ National Motor Freight Traffic 
Assoe1ation:. Inc.,. Abent~ seeks authority~ on behalf' of such eommon 
carriers,. to publish specific reviSions· 1n ·the Govern1.ng C1.assif"1ca­
t1on.

l 
By the above petitions~ California Trucking Assoeiat1on 

seeks to have the ratings and. other provisions s:1:milarly reVised to. 
govern the rates and rules in certain Cotml1ssion m1n1l:num rate 

tar1rfS.
2 

Petitioner requests that all corunon carriers be d1rected 
to establish 1..'"1 their respeetive tariN's such mod1f'1cations.as may' 

be prescribed by the COmmission's order in these proeeecl1ngs> 
including re11e:C from the long- and short-haul proVisions (>f' 

Section 460 of the Public Uti11ties Code. 

Applicant and petitioner~ hereinafter rer~rred to as 
applieants> state that the Governing Classification is periodically 
reV1sed to tleet the chang1ng needs of commerce. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to Shippers and carr1ers .to· . initiate 
$ueh reV1s:tons~ to part1cipate 1n their disposition and toproteet 
their interests are generally lalown to the earriers and. shippers. 

! . 
The proposed cb.ange$~ wbj,ch are provided in Sup~lement 1 to the 
Governing Classification> are set forth 1n Exhibit A attached 
to the application. . 

2 . '. 
The taritts are M1n1mum. Rate Tariffs l-B (East Bay Drayage)". 
2 (Gen-eral Commod.it1es Statewide) ~ 9-8 (San D1egO: Drayage) and 
19 (San Frane1se~ Drayage). 
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A. 5l~918~ C. 5432 (Pet .. 810) et al. - :IVT 

Applicants allege that the soughtrevis1ons have been authorized 
by the National Classification Board> arter due process". and are 

generally scheduled to become et't'ective August 2 .. 1911.j~ :Cor taritts 
cover1n& areas other than California and that such reviSions". if 
authorized, would perI:l1t mainta1nance of' uniformity- ofClassifica­
t10n proV1sions in Cal1forn1a with those- 1n the rest or. the nation. 

, ' 

A rev1ew of applicants' proposed rev1s1ons indicates that 
tbey pertain principally to (1) fomat or classification.; (2}clar­
iN.:cation of existiru; descriptions or articles; {3:)cancella.tion or 
obsolete provisior~; and (4) establisbment of specific rat1~s for 
newly designed or manufactured articles. Tb.ese principal changes 
are "r1tb.1n the framework of the criteria heretofore annotUlc~~by 
th1s Co~1ssion for esta~lish1ng reVis10ns 1n the Goverr.1ng 
Class1£ieat1on on Ca11t'ornia 1ntrastate tratt:tc .. 3 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 
var1ou$ chambers of commerce". shipper organizations, carr1e::-" 
representatives and other1nterested parties on, o~about June 19> 
1974. The applicatlon and petitions were l1sted"on the Comm1ssion's 
Dally Calendar of June 21> ,1974. No obj ect10n 't~ th~ grant1ng of 
the application arid. petitions has been J:"eceived. 

In the circu:nstances,. the Commission findS: that.: 
1. The propos.ed. class1t"1cation revisions set t"orth ,in 

Applicat10n No. 54978 are reasonable and~ to the extent that. said 

reVisions nl1 result in increases". such increases arejus.t1'f1ed .. 

2.. The proposed ratings. which applicants rl.ll be' authorized 
to estab1lsh~ except to the extent that said rat1ngs·are d1rrerent 
!'rom and are superseded by present·except1ons conta1ned1nt.b.e 
respective ~1~um rate tar1r£s and the governing exception,rat1ngs 
tarit":r> are stUtable to govern the m.1n1mum 'rates establish.ed.: by 
the Comm1ssion ... 

3See 'Decis1on 110.68324 inCase No>. 5432~ et al~~ 6:>:Cai·~P:"U.C:" 728:. 
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A. 54918, c. 5432 (Pet, 81.0) et. al. --JW 

3. The rates and charges result1ng from the appl1cat1on o~ 
the ai"oresa1d reVis10ns are,. and i"or the i"utureW111 be"" the just,. 
reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates· and charges for the 
transportat1on of' property by hie.hway carriers subject to· the 
applicable minimum rate tarlf'fs. 

4. A public hear1ng is not necessary. 
Based on the above .f1ndings, the Commission conclud.es. 

that the proposed class1ficat1on changes set forth 1n App11cation 
No. 54918 should be authorized, and that such reVisions should b-e 

adopted and approved, to the extent indicated. in' the ensuing order , 
to sovern the minimum rates established by the CommiSSion. The 
CO~$s1on further concludes that the lnvolved part1c1patlngcommon 
carr1ers 1n apol1cant' s National Motor Freight' Classiflcat1onI-3'MF' 
100 A should be authorized to depart .from the prov1sions of 
Sectlon 460 of the Pub11c Ut1l1t1es Code to' the extent necessary to 
adjust long- and Short-haul de))artures now mainta1nedunder. out';", 
stand1ng authorizations. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Nat1ona1 Motor Freight Traff1c Assoc1at1on, Inc., Agent, 

on behalf or the 1nvol ved common carr1ers participating. in 
Nat10nal IoIotor Freigh.t ClasSification ~lHF 100 A, 1s author1zed to· 
establish and publ1sh the classification rat1ngs set forthln 
Application No. 54978 to become effective not earlie~ than 
August 21, 1974, on not less than one day's noticete>,the.Comm1s­
slon and to the public. 

2. Except as othe~se prov1ded in Ordering Paragraph.5 

hereof> the class1:f'1cation ratings authorized herein are approved 
and adopted as "the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory ratings . . 

to govern the rates and rules. promulgated by the Commission in 
!ll1n1mum Rate Tariffs l-B> 2 ~ 9-B and 19. 
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A. 54918~ c. 5432 (Pet. 810) 'et al.,- J¥ 

3. Tarif't publications required to be tlade by the common 
carr~ers as a result or Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof shall be tiled 
not earlier than the et'rective date of this order and shall be made 
effective August 21~ 1914~ on not less than one' day's notice'to-
the Commission and to the public; and tariff puolications wh1ch 
are authorized but not required to be 'made by common carriers: as 
a result or the order herein may be made efrective,not earlier than 
August 2l~ 1914 ~ and may be made et'rective on not J~es$ than one 
day's notice to the, Commission and to the public if t'11ednot: later 
than October 21~ 1914. 

4. The classi.f1cation ratings authorized to:t>e estal:>11shed 
by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized, to beimadeapl>11c~le 
also t'or the transportation or: 

(a) Commod1ties tor which min1mum rates have 
not been established" or 

(b) Commodities Which are s.ubject to higher 
rates than~ or more restrictiVe prOvisions 
than, the min1mum rates or prOvisions 
otherwise applicable, or 

(c) COmmodities for which rates have been 
established based upon ,M1n1mum Rate Tariffs 
l-B~ 2~ 9-:8 and 19. 

5. A:tJ:y proVisions currently Jll3j,ntained' in common carrier 
tar1f'ts Which are more restrictive than, or Which produce charges 
greater than those contained in r11n1mum Rate Tar1rrs l-B., 2~, 9-S 
and 19 are authorized to be maintained in connection with the'ratings 
authorized and directed t~ be established herein. 

6. Except as proVided 1n Orderin,g Paragraph 5 hereof" common 
carriers are not authorized to publish rat1ngs which are dirt'erent 
l"rom~ and are superseded by, present exeeptions' ,conta1ned 1n 
Exception Ratings Tar1t:t: 1 and f\11~ Rate Tar-it:fs l-B:~ 2. ,'9-B 
and 19. 
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... ' 

A. 54978~ c. 5432 (Pet. 810) et al.- ~~ . 

7. Common earr1ers~ in .establishing and r.'taintain1ng the 
ratings authorized here1nabove~ are hereby authorized t~ depart 
from the provisions of' Section 450 o.f' the Pu't>l:tc. Utili ties COd.e 
to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul denartures 
now maintained under outstand1ng authorizations;. such outstanding 
authorizations are hereby modified only t~ the extent necessary,to 

comply with this order; and schedules contain1ng the ratings 
published under thi$ authority shall make ret"erenee'to the prior 
orders authorizing long- a.""l.d short-haul departures and to th1$ 
order. 

nte e!"fecti ve date of this order shall betwentyda,ys 
after the date hereof. 

Dated. at san Frane1seo~ caJ.1forn1a~ tMs '$iil. day of 
July~ 1974. 

. Co ss10ners 

-6-


