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chision No.

DEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO:0GSSION OF TAE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Own Motfon into the Adequacy and

nc~iab111ty of the Encrgy and Fuel
Requirements and Supply of the
Elect 1c Public Utilities in the
State of California.

Investication on the Coxmnission's §

Case No. 9581

TITT® INTERIM ORDER

Ca November 13, 1973 by Decision No. 82139, this Commis-
sion ordered respondent cleetric utilities to proceed forthwitn
with a voluntary progzam of conservation and curtailmeat to achleve
& zeduction of 10 perceat in the use of electric power., After
hearings comxmencing November 29, 1973, Decision No. 82305 dated
Jaauazry 3, 1974 was issued ordering maadatory curtallment of
specific customer groups €O achieve a minimum of 15 percent reduc-
tion of c¢leetric usage. :

Mandatory curtailment of specific customer groups included
outdoox advertising, decorative lighting, functional outdoor light-
ing, outdoor public gatherings and indoox business lighting.

Decision No. 82305 restricted the use of promotional
business signs to one sign between the hours of suaset and one-
half (L/2) hour after closing and billboard illumination betwecen
the hours of sunset aad 9:00 p.m. After hearings were held and
cvidence introduced showing mandatory curtailment of usage was
discriminatory to their industries, Decision No. §2353 dated
January 18, 1974 authorized business 0 operate window and display
lighting anc billboards to illuminate onc outdoor sign between the
hours of suasct aad one-half (1/2) bour after closing, waichever
is later. Decision No. 828381 dated Yoy 15, 1974 further amended
the curtailment provisions of Decision No. 82305 to allow business
to illuminate two rather than ome on premise electric sign.
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In Decision No. 82881, the Commission indicated that it
did not intend to scck out particulaxr scgments of the public or
cconony and impose disproportionately burdeansome restrictioms,
but that it was necessary to establish procedures to concerve energy
and control shortages to the extent possidle. To this end a
schedule of voluntary comservatioa cffoxts to achieve a systea
level of nmot less than 10 perceat from noxmal usage was oxdered.
During the critical fuel shortage of the past winter
and gpring scason, two of thie most affected industries with Tespect
to the Commission's wmandatoxy curtailment order effected energy
saviazs of up to 33 percent. This compared to the 15 perceat reduc-
tion in coasumption requested of other clectric customers. ‘
For tuc immadiate future the levels of mandatory curtail-
meat of those industries =ost affceted can be zrelaxed at this tice.
nowever, a5 indicated ia Doclsion 62881, a coatinued voluatzry
progran will provide for on ongoing cccumulation of valuabic
enpemience ia implemeatating consexvation programs that wiil be
the least disruptive of esseatial electrical services and that a
shortage of zesidual fuel oill for stcaa~clectric gemeration is
aaticipated to coatinue into 1976 and perhaps beyoad. Tuerefoxe,
it way becoze necessary to xetuza to higner levels of conservation
and/or stricter curtailment measurcs 35 the winter months approach
or thercafter. Therefore all customers aze called upon to coatinue
thelr voluntary efforts to comsexve clectric energy including
restricting their use of energy for busiaess sigas dnd outdoor
advertising.
Fiﬁdingu and Conclusions
1. Certain iadustries affected by the Commission s mandatory
curtailment order achieved encrgy savings of up to 33 percent.

2, Mandatory cuxtailmeats of certain affected industries
can be further relaxed at this time,
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3. Coaservation cad curtailmeat procedures should coatinue
in existence as outlined ia Decision No. 82881.
‘ IT IS ORDERED that Paragzopa (a) of Appendix A as set
forth in Decision No. 82881 is temporazily suspeaded.
o offoetive date of thisc ordex is tue date hexeof.
ted at San Francisco , California, this _.30Th
day of ity ¢ » 2974,
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Commissiomer J. P. Vukasin, Jr., deing
necessarily abrent, did not participate
in the disposition of this proceodiugs




