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/ Dccigion No. 83225 

tEr:'ORE THE PUBLIC tJTILI'XIES CO:~SSION OF TCIE S'rA'I'E OF CALIFORNIA 

Invcst1$otion on the Co~ssion's ~ 
O"..m ~:Ot:A.on into the Adcc;.u:lcy and 
Rcli~bility of toe Energy ~nd ~UQl 
Requirements and Sup?ly of the 
Electric Public'Utilities in the 
S~tc of C41ifomi.a. 

case No. 9581 

On November 13. 1973 by Decision No. 82139. this Commis­
sion ordcred respondent electric ut~lities to proceed forthwith 
~,ith ~ volun~ry p:oZ=~~ of conserv~tion ~nd curtailment to achieve 
~ reduction of 10 percent in the usc o~ electric power. After 
hC.:li::i.n0s co=ncinr; NovCl':lbcr 29, 1973. Decision No. 82305 do::.':cd 
J~~~ry 3. 1974 w~s i~suc~ o:dc:in3 ~n~:ory curtailment of 
s~ccific customer groups to achieve a ~imum of 15 percent reduc­
tion of electric usage. 

l" .. :m&tory curt.?ilmcnt: of stlccific customer groups included 
outdoor advertising. decorative lighting. functional outdoor light­
ins. outdoor puolic g~therings and indoo. business lizhting_ 

Decision No. 82305 restricted the usc of promotio~l 
business siens to one sign between the hours of sunset ~nd one­
half (1/2) hour after closing and billb03rd illumination bc~vcen 
the hours of sunset ~nd 9:00 p.m. After h~riO&$ were held and 
evidence introduced showing Qandatory cur~ilmcnt of usage W3S 

discrimin~tory to their indu~t:ics. Decision No. 82358 dated 
Jan~ry 18, 1974 authorized business to ovcr~tc wind~ ~nd displ~y 
lizhtinz ~nd billboards to illl~~jn~te one outdoor s1zn between the 
hours of sunset and one-~lf (1/2) hour after clOSing. whidhcvcr 
is later. Decision No. 82381 ~tcd Y~y 15. 1974 further amended 
tbc cureai1ment provisions of Decision. No. 82305 to all~ business 
to ill~~te two rather than one on pr~se electric sign. 
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• c. 9531 - &1 

In Decision No. 82331. the Coccission indicated that it 
did not intend to seek out ~rticu~r sc~monts of the public or 
ccono~y ~nd im~osa d1sproport1o~tcly bu:densome restrictions. 
but t~t it was n~cc:;S3ry to establish procedures to concerve energy 
~nd control shor~zcs to the extent possible. To this end ~ 
~chcdulc of voluntary conservation cfZo:ts to ~chievc a system 
level of cot less t~n 10 pe:ccnt fro~ no~l usage was ordered. . 

Du::ing the critical fuel sho:~gc of the past winter 
.::md ~prin8 se.:lSO~, two of the mos·t ~=.fcctc~ indust:ics with :CS?cct 
to the Coc=issioo's ~ndato=y cur~ilmcnt order effected energy 
s~vings of up to 33 pereen:. This co~p~red to the 15 percent rCQuc­
tioD in con~~?tioc re,ucs:ed of other clcct:ic custoccrs. 

For t~c ~cl~te future the levels of m.:J.n~tory curtail­
~~nt of tho~c indu~tries =ost .:l~~c~tee ~n be rel.:lxed .:It this t~. 
~~Ot':o~r, .::; indic.:.=ed in ~c1~ion ~S2SS1 J :l continued volunt:.:::ry 
?=oorum vill provide Zo= =~ o~0oinz ~ccuoul~tio~ of v~l~blc 
c~:pe=i¢ccc i:1 im?lc::.c:l.t:.atinS COn!;c:v.:ltion p:ogr.::tms th.:lt wlll be 
the lC.:lst di~ruptive 0: cssc:1ti.:ll electric~l services and that a 
short~gc of rcsid~l fuel oil for S~c.:l~-clcceric generation i~ 
~:l.tici?~tcd to continue into 1976 .:lnd perhaps beyond. Tacrcforc, 
it ~y bcco:c nccc$~ry to rc~u:n to hisbcr levels of eonserv~tion 
:J'C.d/or sericter cur~il::ent mc.:surcs .;lS the winter months apprO.:lch 
0= t~crc.:lfter. Therefore all custo=crs .:l:C c.:lllcd u~on to continue 
their volun~rJ e~.forts to con$e~o electric energy includinz 
:cstrictino their usc of cncr;1 for business s~s and outdoor 
.:ldvcrtisins· 

Finding:'. and Conclu:::ions 
1. Certain industries affected by the Cocmiss1on'~'manda~~ry 

car~ilmcnt order achieved energy savin~s of up to,S3 percent. 
2. ~Mndaeory cur~ilmants of certain affected tndustries 

can be further relaxed at this time. 
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3. Conscrv.l tioo. .:md curUlilcc:lt procedures should coo.tinue 
in existonce ~$ outlined in Decision No. 32831. 

IT !S O:mEr~D tb.:lt l?.:l:::.lZ:::~P~ (:1) at: Appendix A as Get 
fo::h in Decision No. S2$$l is tc=?or~!ly suspc~dcd. 

~1e effective ~te of tui~ orda: is tae ~tc bereof. 
Doltcd .0.: SM FrMcixo J Qllifo::ni:l. this .~O-J.,. 

cl:ly of ___ 11oi.l1loUJ! ... YI...-"';" ___ • 1974. 

Com1ss1o:ner :J.. P. VUka:1n. :Jr ... being 
necessarily ab~~nt. d1~ not participate 
1:1. the 41'::l>o~1 tiO%) or thi.:: pro<co~ 
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