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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
B. C. LAWSON DRAYAGE, INC., a California
gorporﬁtion, for a? ordeg to dipait ¢
rom the rates, rules and regulations o
Minimum Rate Tariff #1-B, Minimum Rate %gg%éga}égg gg' 23?Z§
Tariff #9, Minimum Rate Tariff #2, >
Minimum Rate Tariff #19, and Classifi-
cation #1 under the provisions of the
Highway Carrier's Act.

)

OPINION AND ORDER

B. C. Lawson Drayage, Inc., is suthorized to operate as a
bighway common caxrier, radial highway common carrier, and a
household goods carrier. Applicant, operating as a radial highway
common carrier, requests authority to quote rates and assess charges
based on units of measurement different rhan those speclfied In the
otherwise governing provisions of Minimum Rate Tariffs 1-B (East
Bay Drayage), 2 (Statewide general commodities), 9-B (San Diego
Drayage), and 19 (San Francisco Drayage). This minimm rate relief
1s sought with respect to the following traffic:

1. Commodities, the tramsportation of which because
of size, weight, or shape require the use of
special equipment, and commodities mot of unusual
size, weight, or shape when their tramsportation
is incidental to the transportation by applicant
of commodities which by reason of size, weight,
or shape require special equipnent.

The entire contents of a plant or warehouse
from an o0ld location to a mew location which

volves the transportation of some articles
vhich because of their size, weight, or shape
require the use of special equipment, together
with all other items imvolved in the same move
which are not of such character.
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Applicant performs transportation service requiring the
use of specialized equipment and highly trained employees. In
certain instances, because of the nature of the work or the require-
ments of the shipper, it is preferable to quote and assess rates
on 2 basis different from those set forth in the minimum rate
tariffs. Two gemeral types of transportation are involved which
are broadly described as "heavy hauling"” and the movement of the
entire contents of an Industrial plant,

Heavy hauling requires specialized equipment and highly
trained persomnal. This type of service involves much of the trans-~
portation of equipment, machinery, and materials to comstruction
sites and existing plants, Forklifts, cranes, or other equipment
must be furnished by applicant to load and unload. Frequently, the
wost important feature of the service is the rigging performed by
the applicant's employees or the use of special equipment furmished
by applicant, neither of which services are adequately compensated
for under the minimum rates. After the time involved and the extra
and specialized equipment necessary are determined, bids are made
to the shipper on the basis of total charges. The charges may be
quoted on & lump sum basis for the job, on a per load basis, on an
hourly basis, or on a hundredweight basis, depending upon the
clrcumstances surrounding the tramsportation and the requirements of
the shipper. Relief is sought to make such bids on other than a
hundredweight basis. The applicant asserts that in most instances
the charges assessed for heavy hauling are well in excess of the
minimm rates. When charges computed on the basis of the minimm

rates are greater than those quoted, the minimum rates will be
collected,
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Applicant states that movement of the entire contents of
a8 plant or warehouse to a new location is infrequent. However,
such movement usually requiresaccessorial services of removing and
setting up storage racks or bins and the use of special loading
and unloading equipment. Time, rather than weight, is the more
important factor to the carrier in determining its charges. Charges
for such moves are usually quoted om a lump sum per job or time
basis. The charges assessed for plant moves are gemerally in
excess of the minimmm rates on a hundred weight basis.

The sought relief involves a majority of applicant’s
present business, It is respectfully urged that this matter be
decided by ex parte order of the Commission. Applicant notes similar
relief was granted in Decision No. 66868 dated February 25, 1964 in |
Application No. 45966. There are mo protests. ~
Fiadings and Conclusion

1. Applicant engages in transportation of a specialized nature
requiring the use of specially designed or comstructed equipment
and the performance of accessorial services not ordinarily encountered
by carriers engaged in the transportation of gemeral commodities.

2. In connection with the specialized transportation performed
by applicant, it is required by the nature of the service or the
needs of the shipper to quote and assess rates in units of measure-
ment different from those prescribed in the otherwise governing
minimum rate taxiffs of the Commission.

3. Applicant proposes to assess charges no less than those
resulting under the applicable minimum rate tariffs and to keep such
records as will show that the minimum rates have been protected in
all instances,

4. Applicant's proposal to quote rates and assess charges in
units of measurement differemt from those prescribed in the otherwise
governing minimum rate tariffs has been shown to be reasomable.

{




The Commission concludes that Applicatiocn No. 54973 should
be granted. Since transportation conditioms justifying the relief
sought herein may change, the authority granted herein will be made
to expire in approximately one year, umless sooner canceled, modified,
or extended,.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. B. C. Lawson Drayage, Inc. is hereby authorized to quote
rates and assess charges in wmits of measurement different from
that in which the minimm rates and charges are stated in Minimum
Rate Tariffs 1-B, 2, 9-B, and 19 with respect to the following
transportation services:

(a) Commodities, the transportatiom of which,
because of size, weight, or shape require the
use of special equipment, and commodities not
of unusual size, weight, or shape when their
transportation is incldental to the transpor-
tation by applicant of commodities which by
reason of size, weight, or shape require special
equipment.

- The entire contents of a plant or warehouse
from an old location to a new location which
Involves the transportation of some articles
which, because of thelr size, weight, or shape
require the use of special equipment, together
with all other items involved in the sawme move
which are not of such character.

2. The freight charges assessed under the authority granted
in Ordering Paragraph 1 shall mot be less than those which would
have been assessed had the rates and charges stated in the otherwise
governing minimum rate tariffs beem applied.

3. B. C. Lawson Drayage, Inc. shall retain and preserve copies
of its freight bills, subject to the Commission's inspection, for
a period of not less than three years from the dates of issuance
thereof; and that each such copy of its freight bills shall have
attached thereto a statement of the charges which would have been
assessed if the minimum rates had been applied and the full information
necessary for an accurate determination of the charges umder the
otherwise governing minimum rates,
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4. The authority granted herein shall expire with August 31,
1975 unless sooner canceled, modified, or extended.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after
the date hereof.

Dated at UST_Jﬁthnnd&» » California, this PV
{

day of AUG

Commissioner D, V. Holmes, beling
necessarily absont, <414 not participate
in the disposicion of this proceedinge




