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Decision No. 84062 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA~ OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commissionfs 
Own Mot10n into the Adequacy and 
Reliability of, the Energy and Fuel 
Requirementz and Supply of the 
Electric· Pu'blic Utilities in the 
State of California. 

Md Rela.ted V.a tters.· 

Case No. 9581 

Ca.se No. 
Case No~ 
Case No. 
Case No. 

INTERI;II OPINION r1oDIFt±r~Cj. DECISION 

Decision No. 82139 dated November 13, 1973,an Interim 
Order in case" NO. 95S1, requires all respondent elec'tric utilit:L.es to 

provide progress reports every 15 days with respect to the effective­
ness of their usage reduction programs. 

After a year's experience with such reports it appea.rs 
that significant conservation rezults have been, and are 'being, 
achieved on a voluntary basis; however, the 10 percent conservation 
goal specified in Decisions Nos. $2139 and SZSel now needs to be rel­
ated to the actual conserv'ation and fuel supply e~::-ience of ~he 
utilities consistent with one year's passage of time. Also, the 
frequency and content or effectiveness reports are 1.."'l need of ~ 
change to more effectively monitor results of cont~"'lUing reduced 
growth in electric energy usage. 

By including average use per customer figures tor several 
years, by classes, in the data. to "oe reported, the a.verage per· 
customer usage changes can be readily measured re~tive to any base • 
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Conservation programs first initiated in November 1973
7 

and intensified in January 1974 7 have remained effective through the 

year 1974.. Electric energy sales for the year 1974 were more than ~ 
11 percent below those forecast prior to instituting 'the programs ~ /' 
Energy sales for each of the major utilities were even less 1n 1974 

than expe1'ien<:eci in 1973 despite customer growth.· . / 

1973 1974 
' -' '"{RWIirs in MillIons) 

Pacific Gas and Electric Cor.lpany 50 7774 50,138 
San Diego Gas & Electric Con:zpany 7 ,902 7,766 
Southern California Edison Company 52,316 49,609' 

It is essential that conservation efforts continue.. Earlier 
decisions in Case No. 9581 have required that electric utility 
tariff rules be established that provide for reduction of functional 

outdoor lighting; of commercial areas by 50- percent, thermostat set:ing. 
limits of 68

0
F for beating and. 7SoF for cooling of commercial or 

industrial premises, and elimination of indoor bUSiness lighting 
(except for mfn~ security and custodial purposes) during non­
business hours. 

The major utilities will be required to report on custODJer 
educ:ltion advertiSing and monitoring methods to . assure that necessary 

conserv-ation efforts are continuing. Utilities will also be required 
to intensify effor~s as necessary to assure adequate' energy supplies 
during 1975. 

It is no longer practicable to rely solely on the base 
,eriod of 1973, and percent reductions from preconservation estimates 
to measure conservation effectiveness. Requ:Lred effectiveness 
reports in 1975 will, therefore, require c:ompar:tsons with both 1973 
and 1974 levels of energy sales. Comparisons will also be required 
on .a. per-customer basis to analyze trencls independently from customer 
growth .. 

!'he Commission finds tOOt Ordering Paragraphs Nos .. 1 and 
2 of DeciSions Nos. 82139 aud 82SS1should be modified. 
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INTERIM ORDER MODIFYING-DECISION 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. All respondent electric utilities are to cont~ue the 
operation of those phases of the conservstiO?- and curtailment plans 
filed with the Commission dealing with voltmtary conservation and 
curtailment of the use of electricity, and 'to intensify efforts 
as necessary to assure adequate energy supplies in 1975. The objective 

is to maintain reductions in the use of electric energy consistent with . . 
fuel and energy availability tn 1975. 

2. Respondents Paeifie Gas a:ld Electric Company, San Diego 
Gas & Electric Company, and Southe:n Californ:La Edis-On Company shal1

7 

within thirty days after the effective date hereof, file a ::eport 
describing each utility·s methods of ~orming its customers of the 

co~ttnuing need for and me~s of implementing electric energy c~­
se%'V'ation, together With an explanation of its programs for illon1tcr.ix:.g 
the operation of applicable tariff rules concerning commercial and 
industrial light~g and thermostat setting restrictions. 

3. All respondent electric utilities are to provide progress 
reports monthly beginning with January 1975, due on the twentieth 

day of the following month7 with respect to t:he effectiveness of 
their usage reduction programs. Data sball 1nelude, but Dot be, 

limited to, comparisons with (a) prior actual requirements (b) prior 
adjusted (for weather) requireme:l.ts, and (e) load on (1) 8, system 
basi.s by classes of service, and -(2) sample load data with; respect 
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to individual customers and customer groups. With respect to (a) 
and (b) data shall include average use per customer, by classes. 

If any party wishes to protest this order they may clo so by 
writing to the Commission. If a protest is received the order will 
be sus-pended and the matter set for hearing. 

Tbe effective da.te of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated at: San F.ra.nd8co , Cs.l1.fornia, this I/;Z..t 

; 

day of FEBkuARY, 1975. 

£ 
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