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. Decision No .. 84268 

BEFORE THE PUBI.IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of the application 
of AS'I'R.O AIR EXPRESS,INC., a 
corporation, for certificate of 
public convenience and necessity 
as a freight forwarder of general 
conmod1ties between points in the 
State of California. 

'Application No. 55452 
(Filed January 21, 1975) 

OPINION 
----~-- .... 

By this application" Astro Air Express, Inc., an Illinois 
corporation qualified to do business in California, requests a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity pursuant to Section 
1010 of the Public Utilities Code to- conduct business as a freight 
forwarder of general commodities, utilizing. the lines of air CQml:llO'O. 

carriers, highway common carriers, and passenger stage corporations 
between points located within a 25-mile radius of various cities 
set forth in Exhibit 3 attached to the application. 

Applicant is presently engaged in business as a domestic 
air freight forwarder under Civil Aerooauties Board Authority No. 276. 

Applicant maintains offices at Los Angeles and San Francisco 
incident to its freight forwarding activities on an interstate basis. 
It also has agency agreements with other firms in the State of 
California that will enable it to provide the proposed. service. 

Applicant alleges that the movement of airfreight cargo 
on an intrastate basis is required from time to time as a necessary 
incident to adequately serve applicant's regular customers who sh:£.p 
interstate and that the granting of the authority will enable 
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applicant to serve the shipping public by providing specialized 
door-to-door service, expedited ground h.andlingof airfreight ship
ments, detailed relaying of information~ and simplified aceouneing 
for shippers. , 

Applicant proposes rates, rules, and regulations, which 
are generally competitive with Emery Air Freight Corporation, on 
file as Air Freignt Tariff No.2, Cal. PUC. No. '2. 11 

Applicant's balance sheet dated November 30, 1974 shows 

total assets of $297,017 and total liabilities of $51,525. I~s 

staeement of income for the year ended December 31, 1973 discloses a 
net income of $79,13-1 .. 

The Commission's Transportation Division staff has re
viewed the application and recommended that in the absence of protest, 
the application be granted by ex parte order. The appl:Leaeion was 

listed on the Commission's Daily Calendar of January 22, 1975.. No 
objection to' the granting of the application has been received. 
Findings 

1. Applicant possesses the experience and financial resources 
to institute and maintain the proposed service. 

2. Public coavenience and necessity require tha~ the proposed 
service be authorized. 

3. A pub-lie hearing is no~ necessary. 
The Comtlission concludes that Application No. 55452- shoule 

be gran~ed. 
Ast'.ro Air Express, Ine. is placed on notice that operative 

rights, as such, do not constitute a class of property which may be 
capitalized or used as an element .of value in rate fixing for any 
amount of money in excess of that originally paid to the State as 
the considera.tion for tbe grant of such righ~s. Aside from their ,: 

11 This tariff has been superseded by Emery Air Freight Corporation, 
california. Intrastate Airfreight Tariff No.1, cal. p .. U .C. No.6. 
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purely permissive aspect, such rights extend to the holder a full or 
partial monopoly of a class of business. This monopoly feature may 
be modified or canceled at any ttme by the State, which is not in 
any respect limited as to the number of rights which may be given. 

,0 It D E R 
---.-- ....... -

II IS ORDERED 'that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is granted 

to Astro Air Express, Inc. authorizing it to operate as a freight 
forwarder as defined in Section 220 of the Public Utilities Code as 
more particularly set forth in Appendix A of this decision .. 

2. In providing service pursuant to the authority granted by 

this order) applicant shall comply with and observe ehe following 
service regulations. Failure so to de> may result in a cancellation 

of the authority. 
(a) 'V1ithin thirty days after the effective 

date of this order, applicant shall file 
a written acceptance of the certificate 
granted .. 

(b) vlithin one hundred twenty days after the 
effective date of this order, applicant 
shall establish the authorized service 
and file tariffs, in triplicate, in the 
Commission's office. 

(c) !he tariff filings shall be made effective 
not earlier than thirty days after the 
effective date of this order on not less 
than thirty days' notice to the Commission 
and the publiC, and the effective date of 
the tariff filings shall be concurrent 
with the establishment of the autho:dzed 
Service. 
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(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

!he tariff filings %:lade pursuant: to this 
order shall comply with the regt.!lations 
governing the construct:ion and filing of 
tariffs set forth in the Commission's 
General Order No. 117-Series. 

.e 

Applicant shall file with the Commission~ 
on or before Y.tarcb. 31 of each year ~ an 
annual report of its operations in such 
form, content ~ a.nd number of copies as 
the Commission, from time to time, shall 
prescribe. 
Applicant shall comply with the require
ments of t:he Commission's General order 
No. 84-Series for the transportation of 
collect on delivery shipmen~s. If 
applicant elects not to e=ansport collect 
on delivery shipments, it shall ma.U the 
appropriate tariff filings required by 
the General Order. 

(g) Ap~licant shall comply with the require .. · 
ments of the Comnission' s Gener.al Order 
No. IOO-Series and the safety rules 
administered by the California Highway 
Patrol if applicant intends to operate 
a motor vehicle under this authority. 

The effective date of. ehis order shall be twenty days after 
t~'l.C date hereof. _ 

Dated at ___ San_Fra.n __ ClSC_· _:0_' ___ ,. California, this ;,<Z.I-I 
day of ___ ~~A2I;.1R;),J"I ..... L __ --" 1975. 
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Astro Air Express, Inc., by the certificate of public 
convenience and necessity granted in the decision noted in the marg;.n, 
is authorized to operate as a freight forwarder, as defined in 
Section 220 of the Public Utilities Code Via the lines of air common 
carriers, highway common carriers, and passenger stage corporat::'ons, 
beeween the following points in the State of California served by 

common carriers, subject to the conditions seated: 

Arcata. 
Bakersfield 
Blyth 
Burbank 
Chico 
Crescent City 
El Centro 
Eureka 
Fresno 
Indio 
laguna Beach 
lake Tahoe 
Lancaster 
tong kach 

Cot1di tions 

tos Angeles 
Marysv1lle 
Merced 
Modesto 
Monterey 
Oakland 
Ontario 
Oxnard 
Pabdale 
Palm Springs 
Paso Robles 
Redding 
Riverside 
Sacramento 

Salitu'lS 
San Bernardino 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San. Jose 
San Inis. Obispo 
Santa ArJ;J. 
Santa Barbara 
Santa Mari~ 
Santa Rosa 
Stockton 
Vent".lra 
Visalia. 
Yuba City 

l. the underlying carrier used by Astro Air Express, Inc. 
between airports shall be an air common carrier, except 
that in emergencies only, such as an airport being 
closed because of inclement weather, highway common 
car.r:iers or passenger stage cOJ:porations. may be used 
as underlying. carriers to provide the transportation. 

Issued by California Public Uti11ties Commission. 

Decision No. 84268 " Application No .. 55452. 
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2. No collection or distribution service shall 
be provided by Astro Air Express, Inc. to or 
from any point more than 25 airline miles 
distant from any airport served by it unless 
said service beyond said 25'airline miles is 
performed by a highway common carrier. As used 
herein ftpoint" meanS any point within 25 airline 
miles of the city limits of any city in which 
is located an airport, or 25 airline miles of 
any airport located in an unincorporated area. 

3.. Astro Air Express, Inc. shall establish door
to-door rates for service between airports, 
including points within 2"5 miles thereof as 
defined in paragraph 2 herein. On traffic 
moving to or from points beyond said 25~le 
radiuS,Astro Air Express, Inc.shall, in 
addition to said door-to-door rates, assess the 
lawful tariff rates of any highway common 
carrier utilized to perform said beyond service. 

Issued by California Pub!ic Utilities. Commission. 

Dec).sion No. ___ 84;;;.....;;;;;;....2....;;68 __ -" Application No. 55452 .. 


