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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAUIFORNIA

Application of the State of California,
Department of Transportation, for an

order authorizing the construction of

Pirst Avenue South Overhead, Shanks Road
Overhead and Bradbury Road Overhead. To
‘modify and improve existing public grade
crossing of El Capitan Way, PUC No. B=131.8
and to eliminate three existing public
grade crossings, PUC Nos. B-133.1, B-132.1
and B-130.4, all over the tracks of the
Southern Pacific Transportation Company's

tracks, in and near the community of Delhi,
Merced County.

Application No. 55399
(Filed Decembexr 19, 1974)

’
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SEINIO

The State of California, Department of Transportation,
fequesés éuthoii%y to éonséruct; as part of the project to improve
State Route 99 to freeway standards through the community of Delhi
in Merced County, crossings at scparated grades to be known as
"Bradbury Road Overhead”, “"Shanks Road ovérhead”, and "First Avenue
South Overhead”, and to alter and improve the grade crossing at El1
Capitan Way, and to close the existing grade crossinge at Merced
Avenue, Gaddy Street, and Second Avenue South, all across the tracks
of the Southern Pacific Transportation Company .

The California Highway Commission is the lead agency for -
this project pursuant to the California Enviromental Quality Act
of 1970, as amended, and on October 16, 1974 approved a Negative
Declaration and Environmental Study.

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's
Daily Calendar on December 23, 1974. No protests have been received.
A public hearing is not necessary.
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EINDINGS

After consideration the Commission £inds:

1. Applicant shouléd be authorizdéd to coastruct “Sradbury
Road Overhead”, "Shanks Road Overhead” and "First Avenue South
Overhead” at separated grades, to alter and improve the grade
cfossing at El Capitan Way, and to close the grade crossingd 2t
Merced Avenue, Gaddy Street and Second Avenue South, all across
the tracks of the Southern Pacific Transportation Company through
the community of Delhi, Merced County.

2. Censtruction and maintenance expense of the overxheads,
and construction expense of the grade crossing and installation
costs of its automatic protection, should be borne in accordance
with an agreement to be entered into between the parties relative
thereto.

3. NMaintenance expense of the automatic protection should
be shared ecqually by the railroad and the govermmental body having
Jurisdiction over the crossing at the time said maintenance costs
are ingurred in accordance with Section 1202.2 of the Public
Utilities Code.

4. Dimensions, configurations, ¢learances and walkways
should be substantially in accordance with the plans set forth in

the application and comply with applicable rules and general orders
of the Commission.

5. The Commission has considered the California Highway
Commission's Negative Declaration and finds with reasonable

certainty that this project will not have a significant cffeet on
the environment. ‘ k
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CONCLUSIONS

=

On the basis of the foregeing findings, we conclude that

the application should be granted as set forth in the following
ordexr:

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The California Department of Transportation is authorized
to construct Bradbury Road, Shanks Road and First Avenue South at
separated grades over tracks of the Southern Pacific Transportation
Company in and near the community of Delhi, County of Merced, at the
locations and substantially as shown by plans attached to the appli-

cation, to be identified as “"Bradbury Road Overhead",Crossing No.
B~130.4=-A;: “"Shanks Road Overhead", Crossing No. B-13l.4-A; and "First

Avenu¢ South Overhead"”, Crossing No. B-132.5-A.

2. Clearances ©2all be in accordance with General Order No.
26-D, except that during the period of construction a élcarance
of not less than 21' 6" above top of rail is authorized and Southern
Pacific Transportation Company is authorized to operate with such
reduced overhead clearances provided that instructions are issued by
the railroad and filed with the Commission forbidding cmployees to
ride on topsof cars. The applicant shall notify the Commission and
the affected railroad at least fiftecen but not more than thirty
days in advance of the date when temperarily impaired clearances will
" be created. |

3. Walkway areas adjacent to the, railroad.tracks shall be
maintained free of obstructzo;;.and shall promptly be restored to
theixr original condition in the event of damage during construction.
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4. The California Department ¢f Transportation is authorized to .
alter and improve El Capitan Way at grade across the tracks of the
Southexn Pacific Transportation Company in the community of Delhi,
County of lMerced, a2t the location and substantially as shown by
plans attached to the application, identified as Crossing No. B-131.8..

>. Construction of the E1 Capitan Way grade erossing shall be

equal ox superior to Standard No. 2. (General Order No. 72-B).

6. Width of the. crxossing and grades of approach shall be
as shown on plans attached to the application.

7. Clearances shall conform to General Order No. 26~D. Walk-
ways shall conform to General Order No. 118.

8. Crossing protection at El Capitan Way shall be two *

Standard No. 9-A automatic gate type signals with cantilever arms
(General Orxder No. 75-C).

9. Construction and maintenance expense of the overheads,

and construction expense of the grade crossing and installation

costs of its automatic protection, shall be borne in accordance with
an agreementto be enterxed into between the parties relative thereto,
and a copy of said agrecment, together with.plané of said crossings
approved by the Southern Pacific Transportation Company shall be filed
with the Commission prior to commencing construction. Should the
parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of
construction ‘and maintenance by further order.

10. Naintcnance c¢osts of the automatic protection shall be
shared ecually by the railroad and the governmental body having
jurisdiction over the Crossing at the time said maintenance costs
are incurred pursuant to Section 1202.2 of the Publzc Utilities Code.

ll_ Maintenance of the El Capitan Way grade cros*zng shall e
in accordance with General Order No. 72-B.
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~l2. Upon completion of “First Avenue South Overhead”, the
existing grade crossings at Second Avenue South, Crossing No.-B-133.1,
and at Ghddy Street, Crossing No. B-132.1, located 3200 feet south
and 2100 feet north, respectively, of "First Avenue South Overhead”
shall be abandeoned and physically clesed.

13. Upon completion of the "Bradbury Road Overhead”, the
existing grade crossing at Merced Avenue, Crossing No. B-130.4.
located adjacent to the proposed site of the "Bradbury Road Overhead”,
shall be abandoned and physically closed.

14. Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this oxder
applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing.

This authorization shall expire if not excrcised within
three vears unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public
convenience, necessity or safety so require.

The effective datz of this oxder shall be twenty days after

he date h -
the e hereof Son Fraceads . Pye ;
Dated at , California, this

day of | APRIL 1 1995,
>//4-A—,./ //%‘-l/fﬂ\_,
‘ /

Commissioners '




