
Dec~sion No. 84495 
BEFORE nm PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
the City of Hawthorne . for Authority ) 
(1) ,.to construct Pedestrian and 
Vehicular Crossings Across and Above 
Railroad ~acks'Exist:i.ng Between 
Hawthorne Boulevard and· ·Bircb 
Avenue, (2) 'to Widen and Alter 
:Existing Pedestrian and Vehicular 
Crossings Across said Birch Avenue 
and 'Elaw~orne Boulevard,· and . 
(3) to abandon an, existing pedestrian) 
and vehicular crossit;g ac~oss Acacia ) 
Ave:o.ue in the City of Hawthorne, ) 
County of 1..os Angeles.. " ) 

OPINION 
---~ ..... ..-~ 

Application No.. 55646 
(Fil~d April 22, 1975) 

,. 

As part of the project to construct the Hawthorne Pleza 
Redevelopment Project, the City of P~~,orne requests autbori~ to 
construct new pedestrian and vehicular crossings at grade ~d at 
separ.o.ted grades, to alecr and improve tw'o grade crossings and to 
eliminate one. grade crossing, as indicated in Appendix A, attached 
hereto, all across the tracks of the, Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company t s El Segundo Branch Line in the City of Hawthorne, Los 
Angeles County. 

'!be City of Hawthorne is the lea.d agency for t::le l:Ia.wt1'lorne 
Plaza Redevelopment Proj ect, pursuant to the California Environmentz.l 
Qwllity Act of 1970, as amended. On July 27, 197~, an EnvirOnmental 
Impact Report was approved by the Ra-'~orne Communi~ Redevelopment 
Agency and by the H.:lwthorne Ci~ Council which found that the re­
development project would have a significant effect· upon toe 
env:....rooment. 

Notice of tbe.application was published in the Commission's 
Daily C.s.lendar on April 24,. 1975. No protests have 'been received .. 
A public hearing ;s not necessary. 
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FINDINGS 
-~ ... ..---....,-

After consideration the Commission finds: 
1. The City of Hawthorne should be authorized to do the work 

indicated in Ap?endix A, attacbed hereto, at the locations and su~­
s'tantial1y as shown by the plan attached to the application in the 
City of Hawthorne, los Angeles CO\!tl.ty. 

2. Construction and maintenance costs' of the crossings at 
$cparated grades sbould be borne in accordance with an ag.:eement to 
be ente:ed into between the partics relative. thereto. 

3. Costs of constructing the new at-grade pedcsrrian and 
vehicula: crossings and inztallation and maintenance cost of their 
auto~ticprotectioc should be bo:nc by the applicant. 

4. Costs of altering and widening the Birch Avenue and 
Hawthorne Boulevard cr~$sings should be borne by the a~plicant. 

5. Installation costs of tbe automatic p:,otection at the , 

Birch Avenue and Hawtho1:nc Boulevard crossings should be borne:i.n > ~ 
~ccordancc 'With ·an 'agreement to be entered into bet"'fieen the parties ,I 

relative thereto. Maintenance costs of the auto1ll<ltic protection at \ 
these. c'rossings should be sbared equally between t~e app!icant and ..) 
the railroad. 

6.' Maintewnce of the at-gracIe crossings should be in 

accor~nce with General Order No. 72-E. 
7 • Dimensions, configurations, clearances .and w.'J.lk:w~ys sboulC= 

be sUbstantially in accordance with the p~at~cbed to the appli­
cation and comply with applicable rules and gene::-al orders of tee 
Cetrn:nissiot'J.. 

8. The Cotmnission has considered the City of HawtbOl:nc' z 
Environmental Impact Report in rendering its deciSion on this 
project and finds that the benefits of the project invo~ved in this 
proceeding outweigh ::my adverse environmental effects and tha. tit 
should be approved in view of the public benefits to be derived. 

" 
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A. 55646 TLR,* 

CONCLUSIONS ---- ... ~~~----
00. the basis of the forcgoixlg findings, we conclude that 

the application should be granted as set forth in the following 
order: 

ORDER .... ---.-
I'! IS ORDERED tbat: 

1. The City of Hawthorne is authorized to do the work in­
dicated in Appendix A, attached oereto, at the locations and sub­
stantially as sbown by the plan attached to the application, in the 
Ci1:y of Hawthorne, Los Angeles County. 

2. Construction of the at-grade crossings sba1l be equal or 
superior to Standard No .. 2 (Gener~l Order No .. 72-B) .. 

3. Clearances shall conform to General Order No. 26-D. Walk­
w~ys sh~ll conform to General Order No. 118. 

4. Construction ~nd maintena.ncc costs of the crossings ~t 
separ~tcd grades (Crossing~ Nos. EBF-497.41-AD ene BBF-497 .. 4s-AD) zl'lcl: / 
be borne in accordance with an agreement to be entered into ~c~Neen 

pa~ties relative thereto. 
5. Costs of constructing the new at-grade crossings (Crossings 

Nos. BBF-497 .. 41-D "and BBF-497.45-D) and installation cost of theiT 
a-.::.tomatic protection sball be borne by the applicant. 

6.. Costs of altering and Widening the Birch Avenuc crossing 
(Crossing No .. BBF-497.38) and the Hawthorne Bouleva=d crossi:lgs 
(Crossings Nos. BBF-497.52 and BBF-497.55) sball be borne bytbe 
.:.pplietlut. 

7.. Installat~on costs of the automatic prot~cticn to be ~-
" s~lled, at the Bi-rcb Avenue! and HaW""...horne Boulevard crossings shall J 
be bome in .'lcco:c;Gance with ar~as=eet:lcnt to be entered into between 

tbeparties relativetbereto. 
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8. Maintenance coSts of the automatic protection to be in­
stalled at the new at-grade crossings sball be borne by applicant; 
tl.lintcnance costs of the automatic protection to be installed .:It the: 
Birch Avenue .and H.:lwtbome Bouleva.rd crossings shall be shared 
c~lly by the applicant and the railroad 7 all pursuant t:o the pro­
visions of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 

9. Maintenance of the at-grade crossings shall be in accordance 
with General Order No. 72-:S. 

10. !'be Acacia Street crossing (Crossing No. BBF-497.44) sball 
be eliminated. 

11. Construction plans of the crossings and grade separations 
approved by the Southern :Pacific Transportation Company 7 together 
wi th a copy of the agreement entered into between the parties in­
volved, shall be filed with the Commission prior to cormncncing 
construction. 

12 ~ Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this order, 
applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

!his authorization shall expire if noe exercised within 
two years unless time be e.."<tended or. if conditions are not complied 
with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public convenience, 
necessity or safety so require. 

The' effective &l.te of th~ orc!cr shall be twenty d.."j"s afte: 
the date hereof~ 

Dated at ___ s_n;_~_~_~ _·osco_" ___ , . California, this __ .:>_ ... _~ __ ._ 

d.."yo£ ____ JoJ~U,..l.lN .... E ____ , 1975. 

Commissioners 
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A. 55646 APPEhl>lX A She~t 1 of 1 

- -----
Prote~ti()n : 

Oeaot41 Order 
t lten Crossing No. proposed Work }lOhl 7S-C 

1. ~xlstlng Crossings 

Birch Avenue Bsp-497.38 

Acacia Street SSP-497.44 

Ha~thorne Boulevard (East) B8~-491.S2 

Havthorne Boulevard (West) BBF-497.SS 

2. ~Ctossing!! 

Pedeetrian·Vehicular Ctossing BBF-491.41·n 

Pedestl'1an-Vehicular Overpass 8BF-497.41-NJ 

Pedestrian Crossing SSP' ·497 .45"D 

Pedestrian Overpass B8F-497.4S-AD 

Alter and widen 

Bliminate 

Alter and widen 

Alter and widen 

Construct at grade 

Construct at separated grades 

Con8truct At stade 

Construct At separated grades 

2 • No. 9'8 

2 • No, 9'8 

2 .. No.9's 

2 - No.9' s 

2 • No. 10'8 

-
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