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Decision No.. 84497 . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UtILITIES COMMISSION OF '!HE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIA. 
Application of the State of California,) 
Department of Transportation, for an )
order authorizing the alteration and ) 
relocation of PUC Crossing . ) 
No. BO-40 .. 7 by the construction of ) 
the Solano 'Way Ov~be.ad and the North ! 
Frontage Road at-grade crOSSing in
cluding the alteration of PUC 
Crossing No,. BO-40~8, allover the 
Southern ·Pacific Transportation 
Company"s-. SanR;.amon· Branch track in ) 
the Coun1:y of Contra Costa. . ) 

OPINION .... --~ .... ~~ ...... 

Application No. 55398 . 
(Filed December 19,1974) 
(Amended Februal:y 14, 1975) 

!he State of california Department of Transportation 
requests authority to construct, as part of the project to improve 
State R.oute 4 to' freeway standards in Contra Costa County, a cross
ing at separated grades to be known as "Solano Way Overhead", to 
close the existing at-grade crossing of existing State Route 4, to 
alter and improve the existing at-grade crossing of Olivera Road 
and to construct a new at-grade crossing of the road to be known as 
North Frontage Road, all across the tracks of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's San Ramon Branch Line, in tbe County of 
Contra Costa. 

The california Highway CommiSSion is the lead agency for 
this project pursuant to, the california Enviroomental Quality Act 

of 1970~ as amended., and on October 16, 1974, approved a Negat:ive 
Declaration and Environmental Study. 

Notice of the original application and amendment was 
published in the Commission's Daily Calendar on December: 19, 1974, 
and on February 187 1975, respectively. No protests have been 
received. A public bearing. is not necessary. 

- 1 -



e 
A.. 55398 TLR. 

FINDINGS 
-.-. .... -..-- ..... --~ 

After consideration ~be Commission finds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to cons,truct- tbe "Solano 

Way Overhead" at separated grades, to close the existing at-grade 

crossing of existing State Route 4, to alter and improve the existing 
at-grade crossing of Olivera R.oad and to construCt, a ~ .at-grade 
crossing of the road to be known as North Frontage Road, all across 
the tracks of the Southern Pacific Transportation Company's San 

Ramon Branch Line in the: CO'tmty of Contra Costa. 
2. Construction and maintenance expense of the ovcrhca<1, 

construction expense of the grade crOSSings, and installation costs 
of their automatic protection should be borne in accordance with an 

agreement to be entered into between the parties relative thereto .. 
. 3. Mainte'DA:l.ce expense of tbe autOt:latic protection at the 

Olivera Road crossing should oe shared equally by the railroad and 
the governmental body having jurisdiction ovC'r' the crossing at the 
ttme said maintenance costs are ine~red. 

4. Maintenance expense of the automatic pro'cection at the 

North Frontage Road crossing should be borne by the governmental 
body having. jurisdiction over the crossing at the time said 
maill~enance costs are incurred. 

5. DilIle'JlSions, configu:ations, clearances and walkw:lYs should 
be substantially in accordance with the plans set forth in the 
~pplication and comply with applicable rules and general orders of 
the Commission. 

6 •. ,The Commission bas ·considered the California Highway 
Co:mnissi01l' s Negati,,"e Declaration and Environmental Stt:dy and. finds 
with rea~onable certainty that this project will· not have a Signi

ficant effect on the enviromnent. 
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On the basis of the foregoing findings:J we conclude that 

the application should be granted as set forth in the following 
order: 

ORDER _ ........ _-
I'! IS OR.DERED that: 

1. !be Ce.lifornia Department of Transportation is authorized 
to construct State Route 4 at separated grades over the tracks of 
the Southern Pacific transportation ComPany in the COtmty of Contr~ 
Costa, at the location and substantially as sbown by plans attached 

to the application to be identified as "Solano Way Overbead" 
Crossing No .. BO-40.7-A. 

2. Clearances sball be in accordance with General Order 
No. 26-D:J except that during the period of const:ru<:td.on .a clearance 
of not less than 21' 6" above top of rail is authorized and the 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company is authorized to operate 
with such reduced overhead clearances provided that iust:ructions 
are issued by the railroad and filed ~ th the Commission forbidding 
ecployees to ride on tops of cars. , 

'!he applicant sball notify tbe Commission and the affected 
railroad at least 15 but not more than 30 days in advance of the 
d.:ttc when teoporarily impaired clearances will be created. 

Walkw'ay areas adjacent to the railroad tracks shall be 
mAintained free of obstructions and shall promptly be restored to 
their original condition in the event of damage during eonstruc:ion. 

3.. The California Department of Transportation is 3.uthor:!.zed 

to construct North Frontage Road and to alte%, and improve Olivera 
Road:J both at grac1e:J across the tracks of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company in the County of Contra Costa at the loc.Q.tion 

and substantially as shown by plans attached to the application to 
be identified a,s· Crossings Nos. BO-40.6 and BO-40.8:r respec.tively. 
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4. Construction of the Olivera Road and North Frontage Road 
gr~do crosGings sbell be equal or sup¢rior to Seo.ndard No. 2 
(General Order No. 72-B). 

5';'. Widths of the crossings and grades of approach shall be 
as shown on plans attached to the application. 

6. Clearances shall eonfo:rm to General Order No. 26-D. walk
wnys sball conform to General Order No. 118. 

7. Crossing protection at Olivera Road shall be two 
Standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type signals ~d one Stan~re No. 9 
aut~tic gate-type signal (General Order No. 7S-C). 

8. Crossing protection at the new North lrontage Ro~d crossing 
shall be one Standard No .. 9 automatic gate-type signal, two 
St3ncUlrd No. 9-A automatic gate-type Signals with cantilevers, and 
oneSta.:ldard No. S flashing light-type signal (General Order 
No. 7S-C). 

9. Construction and llWintenance e.."'Cpense of the· overhead, and 
construction and nlteration expense of the grade crossings and in
stallation costs of their automatic protection, shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the parties 
relative thereto, and a J::'OPY of said agreement, together with plans 
of said crossings approved by the Southern Pacific ~ansporution 
C~ shall be filed with the CommiSSion prior to commencing eon
strcc1;ion. Should the parties fail to ~g:ee, the Commission will 
2.?portion the costs of construction and tD8.intena:lce by further order. 

10. Maintenance costs of the automatic protection at Ol~vera 
Road~ Crossing No. BO-40.S, shall be shared equally by the rail
:'oad and the govcrtJmental body having jurisdiction over the crOSSing 
nt the time s.o.id maintenance costs are incurred pursu.ent to tbc pro-

, ' 

visions of Section 1202.2 of the PUblic Utilities Code. 
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.. 11. ,Maintenance costs of the automatic protection at North 
Fron~ge Road, Crossing No. Bo-40.6, shall b¢ borne by the govern
mental body having jurisdiction t:Ner the crossing at the time said 
maintenance costs are inc-urred pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities. Code. 

12. YJaintenance of the Olivera Road and North Frontage Road 
crossings sball be in accordance with General Order No. 72-B. 

13. Upon completion of the "Sola-no Way Overhead", . the existing 
grade crossing at existing State Route 4, Crossing No. BO-40.7, 
shall be,abandoned and physically closed. 

14. Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this order 
applicant shall so advise the Cotm::lission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

four years tmless time be. extended or if the above conditions arc 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity Or safety so require. 

The effective date of this order shall be tweuty clays 

after the date hereof. 
Dated ats:m Pranei8eo , California, this Z ~ 

day of .1lt~E , 1975. 

-
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