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84684 
Decision No. 

:BEFORE 'I'HE Pu:3LIC UTILITIES COMMISSION" OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
JAMES H. SNIDOW and HOUSTON A. SNIDOW ) 
doing business as CA!AL~ WAXER !AXI, ~ 
for a Certificate of Public Con
venience and Necessity to operate 
passenger water taxi service between '~ 
Avalon Bay and Long Point and inter-
mediate points .. 

------------------------------~) 
.QPl!l.Q.N 

Application No. 55588 
(Filed' March 27, 1975) 

James R. Sn1dow and Hous~on A. Snidow, doing business as 
cat3liru! Water Taxi, request a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity as a vessel common carrier of passengers between a~chored 
vessels in West and Main Harbors and shore, Avalon; and between 
Avalon and Long Point and intermediate points, santa Catalina Island .. 

The application was filed pursuant to the "grandfatcer" 
clause of recent legislation which amended Sections 2~8 and lO~7 of 
the Pub:ic Utilities Code and permits each corporation or person who 
O .... ':J.s or controls, and each corporation or person who operates, any 
wate:c:aft propelled by st~, gas, fluid naphtha, electricity, or 
othe: mo~ive power under the burden of 5 tons net register for the 
t:ansport~tion of persons or property for compensation between 
points in this State, as of January 1, 1975, to apply to the 
Commission on 0: before April 1, 1975, for a cer~ificate of public 
convenience and necessity for the type of service performed by the 
vessel and r~quires the Commission t~ issue such certificate without 
fcrther proceedings. 
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Applicants currently operate a shore boat business in and 
about Av310n Harbor pursuant to a pexmit issued by the ci.ty of Avalon 

on September 13, 1974. 
Applicants operate six diesel and one gasoline powered 

boats. All are 26-£ooe long and have a capacity o£ at least 3S 
passet:).gers. T.le £1nar:.cial s tatement at~ched to the applicad.on 

indicates a. net worth of $30,790 as of December 31, 1974. 
Afte:' cousideration the Com.ission f:tnds that public 

conveIlience and necessity require the granting of the application and 
witb,17UlSolUlble certainty finds that the project involved in this 

proceeding will not have a significant effect on the enviromnent. A 
public hearing is not necessary. 

Applicants are placed on notice tb.at operative rights, as 

such, do not constitute a class of property which may be capitalized 
or used as an element of value in rate fixing for any amount o£ 
m.oney in excess of that or:tginally paid to the State as the 
consideration for the grant of such rights. Aside from their p1::trely 
-pe:missive aspect, such tights excencl to the bolder a full or partial 
t:Q:lopoly of a class of business. 'this monopC>ly feature may be 

1:lodifiec. or canceled at any time by the Stat(:, 'Which is: not in any 
,=es;>eet llmited as to the n~r of r.ghts which may be given. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

g:anted to James R. Snidow and Houston A. Snidow, doing business as 

catalina Water 'Iaxi~ authorizing them to operate as a com.on carrier 
by vessel~ as defined in Sections 21l(b) and 238 of the Public 

Utilities Code~ between the points set forth :tn Appoendix A of this 
decision. 

-2-



A. 55588 ltc 

2. In providing service pursuant 1:0 the authority granted by 
t:his order, Clpplieants shall comply with the fellowing service 
regulatiens.. Failure so 1:0 do may result in a cancellation of the 
authority. 

(a) Within thirty days after the effective . 
date of this erder, apl?licants shall file 
a written acceptance of the ce~:ti£ic:ate 
g:::anted.. Applicants are placed on notice 
that 1£ they accept the certificate 'they 
will be required, among other things, to 
comply with the insurance requirements 
of the Commissionts General Order 
No. lll-~es. 

(b) With1:l one hundred twenty days after the 
effective date of this order, applicants 
shall establish the authorized service 
and file 1:ari.£fs and timetables, in 
triplicate, in the Commission:s office. 

(c) !he tariff and ~etable filings shall be 
made effective not earlier than ten days 
after the effective date ef this order en 
net less tb..&n ten days? notice to' the 
Cotnm.issio:l and the publ:!.c, and the effective 
date of the tariff and timetable filings 
shall be concurrent with the establishment 
cf the authorized se::viee. 

(d) The ta:iff and timetable fili.Dgs made 
pursuant to' this O'rder shall comply with 
the regulations governing the cODSt::ruction 
a:J.d filing of tariffs and timetables set 
forth in the Commission's General Orders 
NO's. 87 -Series and 117 -Series. 

(e) Applicants shall maintain their accounting 
records on. a calendar year basis in 
c:onfomance with the applicable Uniform 
System of Accounts or Chart of Accounts 
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as presc:ribed or adopted by this Commission 
and shall file with :he Cocmnission:. on or 
before March 31 of each year:J an annual 
report of their operations in such form:. 
eontent~ and number of copies as the 
Coamission:. from time to time~ shall 
prescribe. 

'!be effective date of this order shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

D d &n Fr3.ndsco f ate at .~ _________ ~:. Cali ornia:. this .22H~ 

day of _____ JtrL_y ___ ~. 1975. 
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Comm1ss,1onc-r Will:trun Symons. :Jr.. be~ . 
neee5~nrilYDbr.e~t~ ~14 n~t·~art1e1pate 
in the ~1SlXl51 t.io~ oi t.ll1:> prOeccd.1:lg. 
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DIiM 

Append.:1.x A JAMES :a:. ~ AND BCUSXON A. SNIDOW 
DPA . 

Or1g1;cal Page 1 

CA.!I'ALINA WATER TAXJ: 

S!lw...:og ves::el cemc.O:Q. es.r.r:1.e:r: opera.tive r1gl:l.ts" reG'tr1C't1oZlS" J.:tm1ts.t10llS" 
exceptions, 8XId privileges appl1<:8hle thereto. 

All ~es and ame:c.dm.ents as authorized 'by the P\4'blic Utw.t1es Cor::l::nssion of' 
tJ:e State of' ~orma. will 'be made Q.S revised. pages or added. Orig:tJlal :pages. 

Issued under ~tl:..o:Qt~....ot Ded.sion No. 84684 , 
dated Ju 1.. t. t. 1!:J I ~ , ot the ?uol1e t1t1l:t.t1es Cox::r:1ss:ton 
of the State ot: ca::i3io:rma.,. in ~ppliC2t:ton l·ro.. $$$SS. 



Ap~d.1x A JAMES E. smoow A:NJj HeasXON A., SN!DOW' 
DEA 
~ WAT.E:R TAn 

SECttON 1. GENZPAL Av.IEORIZM.'IONS" ~~C'l:ICNS, LlMITAttONS 
AND SPECJ:FICAnONS. 

JSl:l.es A. $mdow a:cd Houston A. S:c1dow .. dbe. Ca:tsJina- Wa.ter Ta.x1,. by tbe 

Certificate ot Public COllvemence ar:d Necessity granted by tJ:le ded.s:ton noted.' 

1::l the lllW:'g;1n,. are authOrized. to 'traxlsport passe%Jgers betweel:'l eerta.:1n ;points 

on a:ld aloog Snnte. Co:ta'1tla. Island. deser.tbed in Sect10ll 2" .and ~bject to the 

tollO'W1rlg conditions; 

(1) SeM.ee sh8ll be operated. 'With vessels. ot less than five 
tons net register" ollly • 

. (2) No vessel shall 'be operated. lmJ.ess 1~ has met all a.pplicable 
sa:tl!:t;y X'equ:trements 1.rl.eludj,;cg those 01: the 'O"mted S~tes 
coast Guard. 

Issued by CsJ.1torma. Publ1e TJ'til1t1es CO::m1ss1on. 

D~ei:ion No. 84684, hpplic.:Ltion No. 55588. 



JAMFS R. m::mow ;.w :S:OUSroN A. SJm)O'W' 
D?A 

CM::ALINA. WATER ~ 

SEC"nON 2. AUTJiORIZEO CPEl?A.nONS 

1. Between Vessels and Shore 

Between ves3el.s a.ncbored 1n West 8lld M4:tn H.e.rbors, Avalon, Santa. 

ca.U11Ile. Isl.a.zld~ on the one lla:Dd.,. end. CataJ1na. Island shore points 

2. Iletw~ Avalon Ea.rboX's 8.Il.d Isl=d Shore POints 

1:3etw'een West. alld. 1I.a.1n Barl)ors,. Ava.lon,. santA Cll:tlll:tne. I~d,. on the 

one band,. and. IJ:fJ.Y point on Santa. Ce.ta1 1 Tl8., I~d between Avalon Main 

Harbor on the east .tlIld. L<mg Po1nt on the 'West (1J:lclud.1ng Avalon Mn1n 

Earbor,. West Ee.rbor,. ~oyon ?ay, Wb1tes Lo.tui1TlS,. Lotlg Point, snd. 

1n'teX::.edie:te po1:lt:l),. on the other iltmd.. 

Issued. by CaJ.1fonna. Public Ut1l1t1es Co::::1~on_ 

Decision No. 84684 ~ A.pplic~tio:l No. 555Se. 


