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Decision No. 8481.1. . 
------------------

BEFORE 'IBE PUBLIC utILITIES COMMISSION OF 'I'BE stA.'XE OF' CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of Hercules for ) 
authority to construct a grade separated ) 
crossi;lg of Atchison) Topeka and Santa ~ 
Fe Railway Company trackage in said City 
of Hercules.,· State of ca.J.i£ornia.. . 

OPINION 
-'-' ... ~~ ..... -.-. 

Application No. 55706-
(FILED: May 23:~ 1975) 

In accordance with the revised General Plan whicbit 
bas adopted, the City of Hercules requests authority to- construct· 
Sycamore Avenue at separated grades' under the existing railroad 
bridge of %he AtchisOll) Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in the 
City of Hercules, Contra Costa County. 

It is necessary to construct Sycamore Avenue under the 
existing railroad bridge to provide access to the new residential 
development which is about to be undertaken :tn. the eastern part of 
the City of Hercules. Applicant bas stated that it is imperative 
that construction of Sycamore Avenue be eon:menced at theea-rliest 
possible date as it is the key element fOr starting: construCtion of 
the new residential development. 

the City of Hercules is tbe.lead agency for this project 
pursuant to' the Environmental Qaality Act of 1970, as amended~ 

After review of a:n Environmental Impact Report)tbe City-of Hercules 
adopted its revised General Plan~ and on April 23) 19757 filed a 
Notice of Determination with the ~cenr for Resources and the 
Contra Costa. County Clerk wbich found that "'!be project w.tll have a 
sig1l1f1cant·1mpact on the enviromnent". 

'Notice of the. application was published iutbe· Comnission's 
D.Uly Calendar on Thursday:p May 29:p 19·75. No protests. have been 
received. A public. bearing !snot neCessary.· 
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FINDINGS ...-. - ......... '~ - '-' - ~ 

After consideration, the, ComIdsion finds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to C01l$truct Sycamore 

Avenue at separated grades under the existing railroad bridge of The 
Atchison~ Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in the City of Hercules,. 
Contra Costa County, at the location and- substantially as shown by 
plans attached to the application. 

2. Cons.tructionand'tllaintenance costs of the crossing should be 
borne in accordance with an agr~t to be entered into between the' 
parties. 

3. Dimensions, configurations, ,clearances and walkways, should 

be substantially in accordance ~th plans attached to the application 
and comply with applicable rules and general' orders ·of the Cottalission. 

4. The Public Utilities ~ssion has considered the City of 
Hercules' Notice of Determination in rendering its. decision on tb1s 
project and finds that the benefits of the project involved in this 
proceeding. outweigh any adverse effects and tbctt, it. ,sbou1~ be 
granted in view of the public benefits to be derived .. 

CONCLUSIONS 
--------.~--.--

On the basis. of the foregoing f:tndings, we _ conclude that 
the application should be granted-, as set forth :£n the following order: 

ORDER ----- .... 
IT IS ORDERED that: . 

l. 4J:be City o~ Rerculcs is authorized to construct Sycamore 
Avenue <It separated gr.o.<lcs under the- c.:d.st1ng -raill:oad bridge of !he-. 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway in the 'City of Hercules, Contra 
Costa County, at, the location and substantially as sbown: by .plans 
attached to the application;,.·' to be identified as Crossing. 
No. 2-1l80.4-B. 

2. Construction and maintenance costs silall be. borne in accord
ance with an agreement to be· entered into between thep~rties· relative 
thereto and a copy of said agreement; togetber with plans of 
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the crossing approved by The Atchison~ Topeka and Santa. Fe Rai.lway , 
Company, shall be filed with the Comnission prior to commencing 
construction. Should the parties. fail to agree, the Commission will' 
apportion "he costs of construction and maintenance by fur'Cher order. 

3. CletU:llnees s1::0.1:' co-...£OQ to C--eneral Order 'NO' .. 26-D. 'Walk-' 
ways sball confor.o to General Order No. lIS. 

4... Within thirty days. after completion pursuant to this order 
applicant shall so ~dvise the Comnission in writing. 

This auth~ti"~ii: shall, expire if tlotc.:~rc:r.3c~ within 
two years tmless time be -extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be r~voked or-modified if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require .. 

'!be effective date of this order is the date hereof., 
Dated'· at: San Fra.ndAea . ;, califoi-nia, this / f~ . 

... , .. \ 

day of DllS!ST ,. 1975. 

CommisSiener. VOrDOn"r.~St\u-g.ozi~·:~~. "., 
nocc::.sarllyab:Je!lt~ 414; nOt: 1)t""''''tle1~to 
in the. cU.!;pos1tJ.OD, ot' th1:s,proce~d1.ng.;.- '.' 

. . ,' .. .' '., , '". '- ~ " 
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