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Decision No. 84830 
BEFORE T.Ee PUBLIC mILITIES COMMISSION OF 'l'HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of SteenJ.a.nd Company ~ Inc. > I 
for authority to deviate from rules re 
mandatory underground1ng of electric and 
telephone lines in Big Sprqs Ranchos 
No. 3 Resident1aJ. Subdivision. 

o PIN ION, -------

Application N~~ 5569~ 
(F11ed'May.l5~ 1975) 

SteenJ and Co. ~ Inc. ~ requests, permj,ssion '£or Pacific 
Power & Light Company (PP&L) to. deviate :trom its Rule No·. l5.'l~ 

and tor Pac1fi.c Telephone and Telegraph Company (Pr&T) to: deviate 
'£rom its Rule No. l5.J.~ so: as to provide overhead electrical" and . 
telephone service to its l6o-a.cre Big Spr1:ngsRanchos, Unit No. 3, 
SubdiVision, a development which :Ls locatec! near Granada. :1n 

Siskiyou County. 

!be above-mentioned rules provide that, ~exceptional 
c1rcumstances, when the application 0'£ the underground1ng:' rules 
appears mpra.ctiea.J. or unjust,. the utlllty or the developer may 
re'£er the matter to the Public Util1ties Commission for, special 

ruling or tor approval or mutually agreed upon specia.J. conditions 
prior to commencing construction. 

~ The maj'orlty or the 49 lots. or saJ.c!. subdivision are 
2.50 acres or larger ~ size and the smallest lot is1.2Sacres. 
Present regulatiOns prohibit f1lrther subd.1v1s~on and allow only 
one single-family dwelling per lot. Two adjacent subd1Vis1on~are 
being served w:1th overhead ut111tyextens1ons~and there are IlO 
scenic highways,. e1ther designated or propOsed,. fn the area~ 
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A 5Ubstant1a~ portion o~ the development is covered with 
,,'\' 

lava. cap outcrops; therefore" an tmderground" system to serve the " 
lots wouJ.d reqW.re extens~ ve blast1ng. 'l'he loca.l water agency" the 
Big Spr1ngs Irrigation District, objects to any bl.a.stillg" alleg1ng 
that blasting would cause damage to their ditches and other 
hydrauJ.ic structures in the area.. 

The electr1c ut~llty (PP&L) is' ot the op1n:1onthat" 1:0. 

View ot the extensive blasting" it' 8llY all.owed" the underground 
system would be unreasonably expensive.. S1sld.you County's Board 

of: Supervisors bas passed a resolution stating that they 
do not object to the instaJ.la.t10n of' the overhead distribution 
system in the development. 

There are no other ut1J.1t1es planned, as. therew1ll be 
ind.i.V1.dual wells and septic tanks tor water and sewerage systems. 
Also, there is no natural. gas service in that area. 
Findings 

1. The application o~ the mandatoryundergro'Undi.tl.g 
requirements o~ Rule 15.1 or both PP&L and' Pr&T to this subdivision 
is 'Unwarranted. 

Z. S1gnj.f1cant numbe%6-ot overhead lines" exist 1n areas 
adjacent to the sub<U.vi.s1on. 

3. An underground distr1bution systemwouldrequU"e 
'bla.sting at a. prohibitive cost. 

4. Blasting is not ·a.J.l.owed 1n the area because ot a 
concern tor the ta.ej.llt1es or Mg Sprjngs Irrigation District" the 
loc8J. water agency. 

5. ppa and PT&T sho\1J.d be authorized to deviate from 
the mandatory underground1ng requirement ot their "Ru.l.e 15.1" so as 

to proVide overhead electric and telephone service to :the Big. Springs 
Ranchos, Un1.t No. 3', SUM1 vision. 
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6. Wj.th reasonable certainty.? the,overheadllneextens1ons 
involved in tlUs proceeding. W1ll not have a s:i gn1:t1cantettect- on 

the env:tronment. 
7. A public hea.r1ng is not required. 
We conclude that the application shoul.d 'be granted as 

'\., prov1ded :in the order wh.1ch. follows .. 

o R D.ER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. PP&L is authorized to dev1.a.te from the mandatory 
'Underground1ng requirement of' its. electric line extension, (R\lle 15.1) 
ot 1 ts ~itt in providing electric service to the, Big 'Springs. 

Ranchos.? Un1t No.3" SulxU.v1s10n. 
2. ~~ is. authoriZed to. deViate trom the manda.tory , 

'Undergrounding. reqtnrement o£' its telephone line extension (Rul.e 15.1) 
ot its tar1tt1n prov1d1ng telephone 'service to· the Big. ,Spr1l:lgs 

Ranchos.? Unit No .. 3.? SUW1v1s1on. 
The etf'ect1ve date otth1s' order sb8.J.l be twenty days after 

the date hereof'. 
Da.ted at ~.,.;.San;.;.;...~,Fr:m...;..;.;_cls_SC() ____ ~, ~torn1&". this 

• AUGUST day of ________ , 1975. 
.' ',' J •• 
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