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Deeision No. _..;:;;~;..:~_. _6_5 __ _ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'IRE STAttOF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of California,. 
Department of 'I'ransportation~ for an 
order .authorizing the cons eruceio:l of 
West Visalia Overhead and South ?laza 
unde~s. over and \mder the Southern 
Pacific Transportation Companyts El Paso 
Route ~udmniDline track and one future 
track on the west,. in connection with 
the reconstruction of Route 99,. R.oute 198 
Intere~e on new alignment,. fo:ur miles 
west of Vi$.'ll:Lc.~ in the County of Iulare. 

OPINION -._----... -

l Applicae:ton No. 55648 
(File<! April 23, 1975.) 

The State <?f CalifOrnia" Department of Iransportation,' in 
connection with the reconstruction of the Route 99/198: Interchange 
and =e~ted work,. four miles west of tbe City of Visalia in Tule-re 
CO\lnty,. requests au1:bority to construct two new crossings at sc-;>o:.
rated grades,. to be known as· the West Visalia Overhead and the South 
Plaza Unecrpass,. ovc:r: Dlle. under the tr~cks of the Southern ?~cific 
!r.::lllSporta tion Coc.p.'luy' s El :?aso 'Route. 

The California Highway CommiSSion is the lead agency for 
this project purs~t to the· CAlifornia EnV1.rOll'Clental Quality Act 
of 1970,. as e.I:lencec.. After consi<!crction of a Negative DeclMatiotl.,. 
the c.:.11forni:1. Highway coomi ssion approvcC the proj ect to reconstruct 
the Route 99/l98I:l.t~cha:l.gc anc! related work,. and on. Ju:O.c20,. 1974. 
filec! c. Notice of Dctermi:o.£ltion·witb the Secretary for Rc~ceswbich 
fotlC.d th~t "The project will not b.:lve .:l significant effect on the 
environment. tt 

Notice of the applic.3.tio:1. wes pub~ishedin the Coti:imission t s 
Daily Calcnear on April 2>,. 1975. No i'rotests havebccnreec.:lvcc!. A 

. public hcaritlg is llOt neeessaxy. 
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FINDINGS 
..... ------_ .... -

After c~ideration~ the Commission finds: 
1. The State of california, Department of Transportat:Lon~ 

should be authorized to construct the West V!saliaOverbead and the 

South Plaza Undex-pass in Tulare Ccn.mty, over and un~er the tracks of 
the Southern Pacific Transportation CompaDy's El Paso, Route at the 

location anc1 substantially as sbown by plans attached to" the appli
cation. 

2. Dimensions, eonf!gura'tions, clearances and walltways should 
be substantially in accordance with "the plans set forth in, the appli

cation and comply ~tb applicable rules and general orders of the 
Comm:.i ssion. 

3. Construction and -mainte1laDce expenses of the West Visalia 
Overhead and the South Plaza Underpass should, be borne in accordance 
with an agreement to be entered into between the parties. 

4. '!be Public Utilities Commission bas considered the 

california Highway Commission's Notice of Determination and, finds 
~1.tb reasonable eer'tainty that this project will not bave a signifi
cant effect on the environment. 

CONCLUSIONS 
------------.-,--~ 

On the basis of the foregof.ng findings, we conclude that the 
application should be granted as set forth in the £oll~order: 

o R D 'E R 
-~ .... --~ 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The State of California~ Depart:oent of Transportation~ is 

authorized to construct the West Visalia Overhead and the South Plaza 
Underpass in Tulal:eCouney ~ over and under ,the tracks of 1:be, S¢uthern 

Pacific Transportation Company, at the location and substantially as 

show:o. by plans attached to the application,. to be !dent!f:i:edas 

Crossings Nos. :S-241.56-A 'and :8-241.11-]):, respectively_,' 
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2. Construction and mai.utetlAncc costs shall be borne in accord
ance with an agreement to be entered into between the parties, rela
tive thereto and a. copy of said agreement, together with plans of the 
C40SSi:lgs approved by the Southern Paeific Transportation. Company,,' 
shall be filed with the Commission prior to cOmQenciQgconscructiOtl.. 
Should the parties fail to agree, the C¢mmission will apportion' 'the 
cost of construction and maintenatlce by further order. 

3. ,Clearances shall be' in accordance with General order 
No. 26-D, except that during the period of- construction a clearance 
of not less than' 21' 6" above top ,of rail is authorized for the 
grade separationstrueture and the Southern Pacific Transpor~tion 
Company is authorized to operate with such reduced overhead elea:ance 
provided that: instrucd.ons are issued by the railroad and filed' with 

the Commission forbidding emplO1ees to ride on tops of cars ~hilc 

opc:c~tinS b~th the st':'Ucture. 
'!be applicant sball notify the Commission and tbeSoutbelX~\ 

Pacific transportation Company at least 1S, but not more than 30 ~ys 
in ~dvance of the date 'When each temporal:Y impaired" clearance will;~ 

", created. '~,~. 

walkway areas adjacent to the railroad tr.acl<s, sball be ma.:t:,;.
tained free of obstruct,ion and sball promptly be res eored' 'to-' their 
o:iginal condition in the event of damage during construction. 

4. Within thirty days after completion pursuant to- ,this order, 
o::.pplicant sball so advise tbe Coxtmission in writing. 

Ibis authorization sball expire· if not exercised within 
three years unless time be extended or if the above cond1t1onsare 
not complied 'With. Authorization may be revoked or modifi.ed if pub
lie convenience> necessity or safety so requ!re., , 
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~e effective date of ,this- oroorshal1. be twenty days after 
the date bereof. 

D8.ted at San Fr:lnclseo , ca11forc.i.a,tbis ......,'1$ ... "';'-.;.1(.,'_ 
day of ___ SE:.;:.;.P...;.T.;;..E'M~B;.::.E.:.:.R ____ , 1975. 

'. 
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