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Decision No. 84872 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC trrILITIES·· COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIA 

. Glen D. Koskela.~ Berry Matheny ~ 
Charles. M1gliavacca and Roger L. 
Yates·, 

VB. 

Brown's Yater Works, a public, . 
utility, the executor, heirs; and 
benefic1ar1es- of the estate of· '. 
Palle R. Andersen, deceased, ;'Does 1 
through 8 inclusive, ~: .. 

Defendants. 

ALaION -i.rrrIE. RIVER:. ·FIRE DEPARl'MENT, 
BUDmOMPSON, CA:BI NEWGARD, I.ENA 
LOZZI~ T. L. SPROCK, W. D.. PUGH, 
DAVID NIERHARE, GERRETT GREGORY, 
GIEN 'KOSKEIA, ROGER YATES, SARAH 
ADEIMAN, MARK GAUCHE, DON SILL, 
CHAaI.ES MIGLIAVACCA, BYRON D. RANDALL, 
W. :s. MA.XHENY, and MRS. A. L. ROMER, 

Plaintiffs, 
vs. 

EARL IATHAM,: CHARlES IATHAM, ALICE 
MAE 'IATHAM FRAZEI.L, PEARL D.. GROOM, 
PAm.. E. ANDERSEN, LOIS B. TOWNSEND~ 
HA'RVEYBEAN BROWN WATER WORKS; VERNE 
BEAN and PACIFIC GAS and ELECTRIC CO .. 
a public utili.ty~ and DOES ONE through. 
:FIVE~ inclusive, 

Defendants. 
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Case No. 9883 
(F11ecfMarch.26,.1975; 
amended J'une' 2,: 1975) 
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(Appearances are l1st:ed 111 Appendix. A.l 

IN'tERIK OPINION 

Hearing on these matters was held before ExAminer Coffey 
on July 1 and 2, 1915 in Mendoeino~ Cal!foxn1a. 

Tbese complaints result from the attempt of the heirs of the 

de<::easecl owner of Brown's ·water Works tc> divest themselves. of any 
further responsibility for operation of the system: by deeding the 
system to- the customers. 

the customers in Case No. 9888 protestedtbat the system 
was in poor condition, that the water was impure, and that the supply 

was 1naclequate~ and asked for correction. 
By case No" 9897 the CoaInission was requested to grant an 

injunction. prohibiting. turning off electricity to the pumps and 1:0 _ 

st~ the defendants from. attempt!ng to cause ,Brown's Water Works being. 
unable to- ftmction. 

The Commission granted 1nter1m relief :tn Case No. 9897 by 
Decision ,NO. 84314 dated April 10, 1975 ordering the heirs to cease 
and desist from any action which would cause interruption to the 
present electric service without prior author.l.zation from the 
CoaInission. The requested cease and desist -order against Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company was denied. 

At the conclusion of the second day of hearing the- following 
mot1on~ Originally made by defendants' attomey and modified by other 
~1es~ "iro18S granted by the examtner: 

Without prejudice to the claim of defendants that they 
have t:ransferred any interests they might have had in 
Brown t s 'Water 'Works and without prejudice to- any other 
cla:£ms of defendants or compla:lnants ~ defendants are ' 
authorizecl to employ Mr. Strelow or others to install 
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and operate a water', chlor1nation system. in the water 
system; defendants are authorized 1:0 obtain estimates 
of the costs of constructing a complete SU~:m; ,and 
defendants are authorized to test by dril or 
otherwise to determine the ability to establish an 
adequate water supply upon the proper1;y described in 
Exh1bi'tJ.J3 and 1n the location identif:ted· as Well 
No.1. -
These matters were taken off the calendar to provide an 

opporturdty for complainants and defendants to negotiate in good fai.th 

to the encl that complainants may form a mutual water company to take 

from. defendants the Brown's Water Works. Defendants will operate the 
system and provide service to complainants duri.Dg this period. Further 
hear:Lngs on t:hese matters will be held at the request of any party. 

Defendants &1d eompla:Lnants requested ~t the motion as 
granted be distributed to all pareiea after ratification· by the 
Comr:a1ss1on. 

Pacific: cas. and Electric Compauy requested that it ~ 
pexm1tted to withdraw as a party to the proeeed1ng. 

We find that it is reasotaable and in the pu1>lie1t:tterest 
v 

that the parties negotiate a settlement of these complaints and 
concl~de that the motion granted. by the exam:tner should be ra.tified. 
The request of Pacific Gas ancl Electric Company will be granted .. 

INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. '!he granting of the following motion 'by the pres:!d1ng 

exsnrlner· is rat1fied: 

1/ FG&E is not a defendant witb1n. the meaning of this. mot:ton~ 
""" " ~ 
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Without prejudice to the ela1m. of defendants that they . 
have transferred any interests they might have bad in 
Brown's Water Works- and without prejudice to any other 
claims of defendants or complainants ~ defendsnts are 
authorized to employ Mr. Strelow or others to install 
and operate a water chlorination system in the water 
system; defendants are authorized to- obtain estimateS 
of the costs of construct1ng a ccxaplete system; and 
defendants are authorized to test bydr11l.1ng or 
othe%W1se to determine the ability to establish au 
adequate water supply upon the property deser1bed in 
Exhibit 23 and 111 the location identified as 'Well 
No.1. 

2. Pacific Gas and Electric Company may withdraw as a party 
to cases Nos. 9888 and 9897. 

The effective date of·th:l.s order is the. date hereof. 
Da:t'tct a..t San Fr:mdeeo • cal1f~nUa~ this 3 ~ 

SEPTEMBER . • 1975. clay of 
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APPENDIX A 

LIST OF APPEARANCES 

Compla1:nants: Roger I.. Yates,. Cbrist;her C~entier,. Harold A. Irish, 
Attorney at taw, Glen D. KOSKeIa'nen~Yates> W. B. Matheny, 
Gcrrett w. Gr~oc, DaVia and Margo N erbibe,. Mrs. A. L. Romer, and 
Arthur Pisc!teI; for themselves; Charles M!gliavacC4-, for Water 
Users and CUStomers of Brown ~s Water workS; arid Jonathan M. Lehan,. 
Attorney at LaW,. for Albion-tittle River Fire Protect:ion District. 

Defe:J.dants: Paul E. Andersen, for himself; !Catha Graham, Attorney at 
Law, for PaCific GaS ana :electric Company; an Conrad L. Cox,. Attor­
neyat taw, for CTocker National Bank. 

Inte:voenors: Scott A. Miller, for Mendocino County Health Department, 
and Marrzu,erite c. Diwson,. for Whitesboro Grange .... 

Interested Party: Margarett L. Parducci .. 

CommisSion Staff: Freda Abbott, Attorney at Law • 
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