rnss ORIGIAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM‘!ISS‘ION OF II'IE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Application of FRIENDLY

HILLS FOUNDATION, INC. Application No. 55729"‘,'
for Authority to Install (Filed June 11, 1975;
Overhead Electric Lines amended July 21 19750‘
in San Bernardino County. and Jnly 31, 1975)

OPINION

Applicant, Friendly Bills Foundation Inc. » & npon-profit
California corporation, seeks a devietion from the mandacory undexr-
grounding provisions of the line extemsion rules of Southern
California Edison Company (SCE) applicsble to mew residential sub-
divisions and developments, in relation to the extension of service
to its parcel of property in San Bernardino COunt:y, cnlifornia
described as:

"The West 330 feet of the Northwest one-quarter
of Section 35, Township 1 North, Range 6 East,
San Bernardine Meridiaxn, EXCEPT the North 1,056
fce;:- thereof containing twelve (12) acres more
or less."

Applicant proposes to erect and operate a new, non-profit
Tesidentlal development of 32 units, consisting of 15 single- occu-~
pancy and 8 double occupancy mits and 8 recreation ball on 8 acres,
for the use of elderly people in financial need. Applicant is to |
receive fund.s for this limited purpose from & trust herctofore estab-
lished by a person now deceased. : . .
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There will be five or more separately metered domestic
accommodations, each unit will be constructed on a parcel of less
than three acres. Applicant's project does not qualify for
exemption from the underground requirements of Rule 15 Cl of SCE;
however, deviation from the rules governing underground extensions
within new residential developments may be sought and authorized
vhen application of the rule appears Impractical or unjust. (SCE
Rule 15.1 E4.) |

Applicant alleges that the real property is ldcated in a
sparsely populated area in the high degert approx:nnately 8 miles
from the United States Post Office in Yucca Valley, Califormia, and
is not within any corporate city limits; that there are no structures
or dwellings on any of the adjoining land surrounding the property
within 2,000 feet of its boundaries; and all utility lines in the
immediate area are overhead and none are undergrovnd. ‘

The entire parcel contains approximately 12 acres and is
330 feet in an east-west direction by 1,584 feet in a BOXth-south
direction. The southwest corner is at the intersection of Sunburst
Drive and Sumny Vista Road; the west boundary fromts entirely on
Sunny Vista Road; the morth boundary is approximately 1,056 feet
south of State Highway No. 62, which is listed in Section 263.1 of
the Streets and Highways Code as a component of the Sx:ate ‘Scenic
Highway System.

On April 10, 1975 the development of the propexty by
applicant as a single unit was approved by the San Bernardino County
Planning Department &s not being a subdivision but a social care
facility housing project. No development of adjacent or nearby
territory by applicant is contemplated and applicant states that it
knowaofnophnsbyanyotherownertodevelopnwbyhnd
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The nearest electric line is approximately 670 feet east of
the southeast corner of the property. It is proposed to extend this
electric linec from its present texrminus, overhead, along the edsta:ly
prolongatien of the south boundary to the southeast corner of the
property. The estimated cost to install the overhead extens:f.on is .
approximately $1,000, and the estinated cost of the act:ension under-
ground is approximately $12,000. ' |
The proposed overhead lines would be one half mile from:
and would not be in proximity to or visible from a designated scenic
bighway, state or national park, or other area determined by a
govermmental agency to be of umusual scenlc interest to the general
public. The terrain of the area is such that the line between the
texminus of the existing overhead electric line on the easterly pro-
longztion of the south line of applicant's property and the south-
east cormer of applicant’s property is visually obscured from State
Highway No. 62, by rising ground, to the extent that thé‘ proposed‘
overhead extension onto applicant's property will not be v:!.si'ble
from the highway.
The application was listed in the Counission's daily‘ |
caiendar. No protests to the granting of the application have been
received, A public hearing is not necessary. |
Findings , _
- 1. Overhead lines are presently serving the area where
applicant's land is situated and an overhead 1ine serving applicant
would be visually umoticed and no more comspicuous, and would have
no more enviroumental impact than the existing line. . |
2. It is xeasonably certain that the project invelved in this

proceeding will not have a 'signif:tcant effect on the enviromment.

' 3. The cost of $12,000 to install the excénsion undexrground-
in a remote, sparsely populated area, instead of $1,000 for the
overhead extension would create an undue bhardship.

4. The application of the mandatoxy requirement of Rule 15 of
SCE would be :lmpra-ctica’ and unjust.
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5. The'éequested deviation would not be adﬁerse‘togthe;pdblic“
interest. ' , S

authorized and directed to deviate from the mandatory undergrounding
provisions of their line extension rules to the extent_oflproviding~
overhead line extension to applicant's property in San Berpardino
County, California, described as: . |

"The West 330 feet of the Northwest one-quaxter
of Section 35, Township 1 North, Range 6 East,
San Bernardino Meridian, EXCEPT the North 1,056
feeg thereof, containing twelve (12) acres more
or less.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. o ' | C

Dated at San Francisco. . Califdrnia;_:his.i”du&
day of _ ScPTEMBER , 1975, | o
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