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-:-Dee:Ls1on No. 84946 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the :t'..a.tter of the Application 
. of SERENO DEL MAR WATER COMP~"Y ~ 
a cal1forn1acorporation~. for 
.s.uthorization to extend service 

Application .No.· 55511 .. 
(riled February2:S;J ·1975) 

area. 

Charles M. Gi.ovanetti, Attorney at law;J 
and Jobii F. COOk for applicant. 

Charles H. Rhiiiesart, for C.O.A.A.S·. T. ;J 
protestant. . 

Eugene M. Ull, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION ... ~- ................ -
By this application Sereno Del Mar Water Company· seeks 

authority to extend water serVice to the proposed Gleason Beach Assess­
ment District. (District). Applicant was granted a certificate of 

public convenience and necessity on November 25~ 1969 by Decision No. 

76460. The service was subsequently extended by Decisions Nos.. 78849 
and 79946, and now the utility is committed to serve 167 lots occupying 
158 aczoes in tl:e Sereno Del Mar Subdivision (Subdivision). Tbe utility 
and the area it serves are located approximately 3-1/2 miles north of 
the ccmr.:n:nity of Bodega Bay in the Scotty Creek watershed·. State 

Highway 1 is the Subdivision's western boundary. 'Dle proposed Disttict 
is contiguous J:o applicant r s service. area;J extending northerly on the 

"Nest side of State Highway 1. The District consists of 30 lots of 
which 26 are developed.Y 

1/ The District actually contains 32 lots, however~ two are of such 
configuxation or location retldering them impractical for· ·develo~ 
men~. . ..... 
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Public bea.r1ng was held before Exam:fner Tanner iti Santa· Rou 

on J'lm<i! 9~ 1975 and the matter was submitted for decision. 
The propO'sed. extensiO'n of service was made at the request 

of the prO'perty OWtlers in the District. The owners of the 30 lots in 
the District intend to' form an assessment district to f;(n.s.nce the 
construction of the water service extension. The expanded ,facilities 
would be transferred to the utility as a contribution in aid of 
cO'ns;b:'u.ction. 

A consulting engineer 1 engaged by applicant ~ test!f:ted tba-t 
the mains are to be laid on the west side of the highway. Unde7;­
grounding of all utility services;, including, cable television lines~ 
will be accomplished when the water mains a:'e installed'. All existing 
utility poles will be removed.. A main drilled 'QXlder the highway will 

connect the existing system. Plans for 'the underground1ng of utility 
services have been sUbmitted to' the county_ 

The existing water supply hils been supplemented bya new 
o;.:ell drilled and cased in .June 1974. According to the enginee= this 
'tolell bas au ~dicated yield of 2-1/4 gallon per mino.te (gpm). With 

the new well the system now has a total available yield of 47-3/4 gpm. 

According to' the engineer:. the 50 7 000 -gallon storage now in use w.i.ll 
provide adequate storage capacity for the expanded syst~ In 
addition to the new wcll tile utility bas 3 wells producing 6~ 12,. and 
20 SPm. 'l"b.is supply 15 supplemented by diversion rights from. Scotty 
Creek yielding. 7-1/2 gpm. !he engineer expressed the opinion that 
the lle"'1I>' ~ell t $ yield could reasonably be. expected to increase afte= 

use and that with a l&rge pump the production of the well yielding, 
20 gpm. could be expected to increase. 
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A reSident, of the Dis-trict testified in .support, of the 
applic.ction. He expl.ained that, of the 26 hom~$ ,in the, Distti.et .. 4 

do not bsve water facilitieS .. 6 or 1 exist on water hauled 'in by t::uck .. 
a:ld tba-= only 1 or 2 have 3 water ~.lpply. The District: 1s., made up 

largely of P=t-time residents. At the present time ~ homes are 
ocCU?ied full t:i:me:t and 8.~ least 18 homes are frsubstantial".. ranging 

in cur.rent value from $30 .. 000 to $100 .. 000. 
The witness pointed ou.t that the undergroundirlg of utilities 

would permit the consttuction of a bicycle path.. enl:::nlc:1llg the area's 
appearance. He was of the opinion that such. a path would contribute 

to safety &5 the highway is quite narrow at l=bat po:tnt. 
An associate u.ti.lities engineer of the Commission staff 

presented a report and recommendations. His. :report concluded~that: 
1. Additional sources of supply and storage must be provided to 

meet: the fire protection and service standards of General Order . 

No. lOiY before any further expansion can be authorized. '!he source 
of supply should be a~ least 2-3/4 gpmwith additional storage 
tOULling at least 15 .. 000 gallons. . 

2. The overall d1.str:ihution system should be zoned to assure 
custoce=s at higher elevations an adequate $UpFly and pressaxe 
:;hould he&Vy draw down occur at lower elevations due to high. demand. 
roe utility should prepare an engineering study and have this design 

i:leo::po=a~ed il:.to its overall distribution system. 
S. Applicant should apply its main extension ~e for extending 

its se~ce into the p=oposee assessment dis.tr:tct~ to include provisi.on 
of additio1l:l1 water supply and storage f.a.c1l!t1es 7 w:Lth:refr.mds 'made 
directly to ~e property owners in the proposed assessment district. 

~/ See Deeision No. 84334 dated April lSJ' 1975 .. c.aze No •. 9263: .. as 
amended. 
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The applieat10n was opposed by the california: Organ!zation 
to ACquire Accesses to Public :.a.nds (C.C.A.A.S. T .).. It was its View 
th&t the requested expansion could result in- further development along 
the coast. It was recommended that any expansion should be limited 
to present residents.. The application proposes no extension of se:-v1ce 
area other than to the District. Any further extension would be subj ect 
to prior approval of this Cotcm!ss:ton. 

This application is. the result of the efforts of" the 
residents of the District to acquire a water supply.. They have 'been 

working on. the problem for over two years and have invested conside=­
ttble money in effecting a solution. The record shoW$., tbat,',the 
District, bas the resources to finance- the proposed extensic)1.i of water 
se::vice •. 

Sereno Del Mar SUbdivision and Gleason Beach are located 
in an 3.J:'ea that enjoys a wide range of nature's desirable atttibutes:J 
with one notable ~xception - water. There are adequate supplies to 
sa'tisfy the 26 proposed users in the District and 32 developed lots 
in tho Subdivision. However:J there is no indication that the 
Sub<livisiou will not continue to g:z;ow. The annual report for 19732:/ 

~/ The annual, report for 1974 due March 1. 1975 has not been filed 
3.S required by General Order No. l04-A. 
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shows 17 active .and 1 inactive service connections. The record in 
this proceeding shows 32 customers receiving service, an increase of 
78 percent in 18 months. The record establishes that the available 
supplies including pumping, storage, anci treatment facilities 
e."<Ceeded sl~tly the m:inimum requirements for the existing, s~ce 

area when fully develoPed. We must, therefore, agreew:tth' our staff's 
evaluation. 

Finding!. 
1. The fire protection and service stan&ards of General Order 

No. 103 :require an increased source of supply of at least '2.-3/4gpm 
and additional storage facilities of 15,000 gallons to- meet the . 

. miniImlII1 water supply required. by the present and' proposed expanded 
service a:ea. 

2. The difference in elevations between the storage facilities 
~d the· proposed expanded service area requires. a zoned distribution 
system to assure adequate pressure control and adequate supplies to- . 
nll users. 

After consideration it is- concluded that: 
1. Authority for further expansion be deferred pending develop­

ment of additional water supplies and installs:t1on of storage facili­
ties 1:0 meet the requiremen·ts of General Order No-. 103', including 
fire protection. ' 

, , 

2. Applicant prepare an engineering study for zoning utility's 
distribution syst~ to assure customers at higher elevations of 
adequate supply and pressure and incorporate this zoning into- the 
d.esign of its. overall distribution system. 

3.. Applieaut apply its main extension rule in extending its 
service to the proposed assessment district, with refunds. made 
directly to the property owners of the proposed assessment. 
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ORDER - .... ---
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Sereno Del Y..ar Water Company shall have at;t engineering study 
prepar~ for zoning utility's distrib'Ction system to assure custome::'S 
at ~1igb.er elevations of adequate 8Upp.J.y and pressure and incorpora.te 
zoning into the overall design of its distribution ~stem. 

2. Authority to extend service to the Gleason Beach Assessment 
Disttict sba'll be established by supplemental order, upon a showing ,by 

Ser~o De!. y~ Water Company, satisfactory to the Commission's staff, 
that it has developed, installed, .end COIUlected for operation water 
production fucilities and storage which will meet the service standards 
and requirements of General Order No. 103, including fire protection. 
rae overall distribution system will have incorporated into: its 

design a zoned system wh!cb. will assure custocers at higber elew.tio:lS 
adequate supply and pressure to meet periods of high draw down. 

3. After a supplemental order by this Co~ss1on is issued 
which indicates that Sere:lo :Del Ma= Water Company has met the se:v1ce 
standards of General Order No. 103, authority is grented to.' Sereno, 

Del ~...a:r Water Ccmpany to enter into main extension agreements with 
the proposed Gleason Beach Assessment Dis.trict, ncar Bodega Bay, as 
de11n~ted on the map attached to the application as Exhibit A? 
provi~ing, for d-welopment and construction of additional sources of 
water supply and of s"eorage fac:!.lities. 
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4. Sereno Del Mar Water Company sball not extend facilities 
or offer to serve any area outside its present service area. without 
first obtaining authority from. this Commission. 

The effective date of this order sball be twenty'days after 
the date hereof. -:" i 

Dated at " San Frand8co , ca11forn:l.a,. this __ $,_o_·~ __ ._ 
day of SEF>TEMBER , 1975. 
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