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Decision No$4960' 

BEFORE. TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE' STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application o~ the City or San Jose 
to install an overhead electrical 
~~d telephone distribution in lieu 
of an 'Underground system at the 
Historic San Jose Project in 
Kelley Park, San Jose, Cal1~ornia.. 

OPINION --- .... _ .... -

Application No.,' 55658 
(Filed April 30~ 1975). 

The City o~ san Jose requests pe~ssion for Pacific Gas, 
and Electric Company (PG&E)' to deViate from its :Rule No. 15.2 1 

Und~rground Extensions Wi thin New C01:mercial and '. Indus~rial Develop
ments> of its tarif~;, and for Pac:tfic Telephone and Telegra.ph 
Company (Pacific) to deVia.te from its Rule No~ 15;1' Line Extensions> 
of its tariff'> so that the City'S commercial project>R1s~oric 
~ Jose;, located at Kelley Park 1n san Jose be served by an over
h~ad electric and telephone distribution line extension. 

Both 0'1" the above-mentioned rules provide that in excep
tional circ~tances> when the application of the undergrO'und1ng 
rule appears i~practical or unjust> the utility or the developer 
~y refer the matter to the Public Utilities Co~ssion for special 
ruling or tor approval of mutually agreed upon. special conditions 
prior to COt"JI:.el'lcing construct1.on. 

In the application the applicant presented evidence to 
show that it would be 1::npract1ca.land unjust to require ,that .the 
electrical and telephone 1,..""tilities be placed undergroWld .in'. the· 
Eistoric San Jose Project. 

~stor1c San Jose is a recreational project which Will 
represent the City o~ San Jose Circa the turn of the century and 
"t.~ll be open to the public as a liV1ng 'CU~eum. The project Will 
cover a.pproX1tlately 25 acres W1tr.in Kelley Park and is zoned·R-l 
for park use; attached to the application are maps and dra~s 
showing the proposed development> the ~roposed electrical planta.n.d 
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the other utilities planned for the project.. Build.1ng3.~ houses., 
ba.rns., churches., etc., W'ill be either moved on to or constructed 
upon the site With a.s l:!.ueb. authent.:te1ty and h!.storical accuracy 
as po:sible. An old collection of photographs of early San Jose 
will be used to re-design the original buildings:l which Will be 
u::ed to display antique turn1ture, clothing., farm. implements~ 
vehicles~ and a multitude of artifacts from the era bein& depicted. 

Ap~licant desires to have ~n overhe~d electrical and 
telephone distribution syste:n. to cOt:lpl~te the a.uthenticity 
it is stri v1ng to ach1eve in the buildings, eXhj.bi ts, and cvera.ll 
atmosphere ot the project. 

Applicant did obtain cost figures tor both the overhea.d 
a...~d the underground systems; howeve!'., the question of the utilities f" 
plant authenticity renders the cost analysis meaningless. 

FindingS and Conclusio~ 

1. The application of the mandator.y undergrounding req~re~ 
ments of Rule No. ~5.2 or the tarifr of PG&E and Rule No. 15 6r the 
tariff of Pacific to the Historic San Jose development1s1mpractical 
and unjust. 

2. The uniqueness 1)'£ the E:1storic San .Jose Proj~et calls 
tor an overhead distribution system to assure tile oiluthent1city 
o~ the system and make it compatible With systems wh1cheXisted 
dur1."lS the Sa.."l J'os~ era of the 1880 "s. . 

3. PG&E should be authorized to deviate from the ~da~ 
tory 1mdergrounding reqtJirements. of its electriC line ,extension j' 
rule of its t.:7iff in providing electric service co- che' 
HistoriC San .Jose Project. 

4. Pacific should be, authorized to deviatetromthe 
1:la.tldatory undergrou.r.d1ng reqUirements ot its telephone line exten- / 
zion :rule of its tariff in· providing telephone service 
to the Historic San Jose Project. 
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5. Wi til reasona.'b le certain ty-~ the overhead line' extensions 
1nvolve(j in this proceeding Will not have ~ s1gn.1t'1cantef'tect.on I' 

the enVironment. 

6. A puolic hea.r1ng is not required. 
We conclu.de that the application should be granted as. 

provided in the order which ~ol1ows. 

ORDER .... -- -,--
IT !S ORDERED that: 

l. PQ.&E . is authorized to deviate fiom the manda.tory 
'lmcerground1r..g requirements or its electric' line extenSion 
rule of its tariff in providing electric service. to- toe 
Historic San Jose ?roject. 

2. ?aci.f1c 1s authorized to deviate froe. the mandatory 
undergro'U.."ld1r.g requirements o~ its telephone line. extension 
rule of its tariff in providing telephone service to'· the Historie 
San Jose Project. 

The e~:f"ecti ve date of this order shall be twenty days; 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at San l"nLnclilCc> ~ Ca11fort!1a.., this, 7~~da.y 
of' OCr6SER • > 1915. 

"'. !'" ,.:. ',' 
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