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Decision No. 85049, 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF, THE 'STA:re:OF,~.LIFORNI.A ' 

Application of the County of Kern 
a~tin9 throu9h its Board of Supervisors 
for an order to construct and maintain 
a bicycle trail for public use, under 
the main line of SOuthern pacific' 
Railroad at the Kern River. 

o ? 1:. N I (). N --'--'-'_ ....... 

) 
) 
) 
) Application . No.: 55788; 
) (Filed, July ,31 , 197$)' 
) 

As part of the project to CO!lstruct the Kern River 

Bicycle Trail from BeachP~ic to Manor Street,' the CO':mty of 

Kern requests. ,~uthority to 'construct the bicycle trail at 

separated'srades under the existin9' Kern, River Railroad Bridge 

of the' Southern P'aeific Transportation' Company· s. m';u'n line in· 
Kern County~ 

The County of Kern is ,the lead ,'agency for this' project 

pursuant to the california Environmental Ouality, h:tof;970~ 
as amended, and on June 9, 1975 the Kern County-Board,of, 
Supervisors adopted a Nesativc Deel.aration. , 

Due to the location of the bicycle trail along the' 
Kern Rive:, construction durin<] the wet ~asonwould.be,'dif£i<:ult. 
Applicant has,' therefore, requested., that theusual,iO-daywaiting' 

periodJ:>e, waived so that . construction may '~conuneneed""at'the" 
, " ',. , 

earliest possible date. 

Notice of the application was published,iD,:the 
Cormnission' s Daily Calenear on> July 7, 1975. No protests have­

been received... A pul:>lic hearing is not necessary .. 
" , 

!. .lli ~ ! li g., ,2., 
After consideration, the Commission finds: 
1. Applicant should'be authorized to construct a 

bicycle trail at separateO srades under the ex:(stin~,!<em ltiver, 
Railroad Bridge of the Southern Pacifie <TX-ansportati6ncofcp.any·s 

, • ." <' II" ,I' , 

main line .in Kern County , at the loeationand substantially as 
• I ' " • 

shown by plans attached to the' application ~ 
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2. Construction and maintenance costs of the -crossing, 

should be borne by tbe applicant. 

3. The Commission has. considered:,: the applicant's 

Negative Declaration and finds with reasonable-certainty that 

this project will not have a si9Uificarlt effect-on the environment_ 

4. Dimensions, configurations, elearances' and walkways' 

should be substantially in accordance with the plans, set ,forth" ill: 
the application and comply with' applicabie rUles: and general. orders 

of the Commission. 

s. Construction of the-proj~et would' be:cli£ficult' 

durin9 the wet season and, therefore, the usual 20-day waiting' 

Period- should be waived. ~ 
CON C L '0' S. I 0 'N S ..... - - -,- - -,- - --

On the, basis of the forego'ing-. findings', we conclude 
that the application should be granted, as se:t· forth in the' .. 

followinS order: 

o R D E,R 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

1.. The County of Kern is authorized to construct a 
bieyQlc 'trail under the e~sting Kern River Railroad Bridge of 

the SOuthern,pa<::if'icTransportation Company's main line in Kern 
co~ty, at the loCation andSul:,)stantially as'" shOwn by plans' 

attachee, to, the' application, to beid~tified'",as Crossinq.'· 
No. B-310 .• 4-BD.. . '. 

2. :Clearances shall conforcn. to General. 'Order··No. 26-D. 

Walkways shall.' conform to General Order No. ~18; ... 

3. Construction and maintenance costs of the' crossing 
'shal.l be borne by the. applicant. 

4.. Construction plans~ of the crossing approved by . 

the Southern Pacific Transportation Company,.' tOgether· with a, 

copy of the asreement entered into between the' parti~sinvol ved:, . 

: shall be filed with the Cornmissionprior to cormneneingcon~ 
',- < .' 

structiou. 
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5. ~li thin thirty days after eornplctionpursuant to 

this order applicant shall so advise the Commission inwritinq. 

.... 

This authorization shall expire if not, exercised within 
two years unless time be extended or if. the aDove conditions 
are not complied vlit'h. 1..rthorization maybe reV'okeo. or' modified 

if public convenience-, necessity or safety sorcquirc·.: 
.' . 

The effective' date of this order ,is the-' date ~ereof. 
Dated at San Fr.mci3CO" , 'california" ,this,' ;U~. 

day of O~TOBER , 1975. 
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