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éguzge-mattegfgf the Application of g
ern 2acific Transportation -
Company for authority to discontimae %gg%igaﬁ;gghNgi sigggs
2gency at Patterson, County of )

Stanfslaus, Stste of Celifornia. J - |

Harold S. Lentz, Attormey at Law, for applicant.

Olaf H. Raven and George Joyce, for Patterson Frozena
roods, inc.; James Franzen, for Stanislaus County
soard of Supervisors; carl Zarcone, for Patterson-
Westley Chazber of vommerce% Harold R. Densmore,
Attorney av Law, for City of Patterson; Thomas J.
CalabreZe, for élcy of Pinterson, Putterson DUSLRESS
Association; Jumes England, for Patiterson Warehouse Co.;
and Brice Drapex, tor ratterson Produce Co. and
Patterson Wareaouse Co., protestants.

Paul A. ourket, for the Commission s*aff.

OPINIO N:

Southern Pacific-Transportatzon Company:\SP)’maidcains
an ageacy stationm at Patterson, Stanislaus County. By this!
epplication authority is requested to discontinue ‘that agency.

A duly noticed public hearinguwas.held before Exominer
Teoner at Patterson on May 15, 1975. The matter was oubmltted‘on‘
Jure 20, 1975 upon the filing_of briefs.

SP? proposes to serve its Patterson put_ons from ics agency
st Tracy. That agemcy operates 24 hours a day,vseven deys per wees-.'
The present agemcy at Patterson is open five days a week for eighT
hours per day. Patroos would have a toli-free celepnone service..'
Biils of lading and other matters *equﬁring,personal contact, woula |
be handled by the trave ling cle:s, who presently travele .hrough
Qztterson to nonagency °tatlons loca*ed to the sou-n. Car t—ac_rg,
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dcer*age, and billing are eurren:ly handled out of Tracy or San
Francisco. SP asserts that granCLng ‘this appﬂicacﬁon would result
in zn improvement of the service to its patrons in the Patterson‘a:ea.

Evidence was presented which indicates that the preoent
agent's duties do potwarrant the retent:.on of & full. time employee.
Exhibit No. 6 indicates that nonagency status may resglt in a net
saving of $14,300 annua¢1y. No evidence was offered reflecting any
savmng other than the 2geat's salary and related expenses..

i Exhibit No. 7 is a sumnary of reverue from traffic having
origin or destination at Patterson. The exhibit shows revenues of
'$h35,728 for 1973 and $498, 370 for 1974.  These figures do not include

revenues generated from traffic which may have stopped at ‘
Patterson for partial loadiag or unloading.

The Stanislaus County Board of Supe:vmvors, che«czty of
Patterson, the Patterson- Westley Chamber of Commerce, the-Pa:cerson
~Business Association, and three businesses located in Patterson
who use the rail service of SP'prOCested the appﬂication. The
opposition to closing the Patterson ageacy is based on =ho fact
that Patterson is located near the center of one of the seates mos'
productive agriculture sreas. While the area produces a wide variety
¢Z agriculturel prodvets, it is particularly noted for its avricou |
produttion. {Patterson is known as the "Apricot vapitol of the
Worid Ty Protestants urged that careful consideration be gzven o
toe oe*LSeable nature of many of the products shlpped' thelneed foxr
efliclent, low-cost tramsportstion service to merket. a.eas*vcbe
favozable prospects ol Zndustrial expansion, which’ requ;res adequate
rail service; and the pexrsonal attention a resideat agent can nge-‘
to their particuler *ranoportatfon problens. | 4

The coacera of pro*estents ¢apoos be summar*lj d‘smesscd
with the assurance that no change in gerv*ce is proposea, buc ozly
thar "theixr" agent will no longer reside in the eommunitv. *het,‘L
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economic health.of Patterson ie directly related to the economic N |
welfare of the'areds agriciltural activitfes which are depend.ent on.
the transportation fzcilities available. Any occurrence whach
appecrs to threaten the competitive position of the area's
agricultural markets Is quite understandably something o be viewed*
with su3p1cion. |

© The record in this matter, however, makes it clear that
the duties of this agency do not warrant s full time agent. We
cannct reqnire SP to pexrpetuate an inef ficient operatlon, even
though the»economic impact of the particular operation on the company
is smalln The record supports in full the relief requested. We do,
however, believe that Sp should tzke advantage of the obviousrgood
will that has been established by their local agents and investigate
ways and means by which the duties might be expanded (perhaps in the
area of freight solicitation), so that the personal’ contact'which
has mede favorable impressions could be retained with perhaps a
beneficial effect on revenue.

We f£ind that public convenience and necessity no- longer -
require the maintenance by SP of an agency at Patterson and CODClLde
that spplication No. 55579 be g:anted. |

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Transportataon vompany
is zuthorized to discontinue its ageney at Patterson, Stanislaus
County, subject to the following_cond1tion3°

(a) Witkin one hundred twenty days after the effective
date of this order and not less than team days prior
to the discontinuance of the agency at Patterson, .
Southern Pacific Transportatior Company shall post
a notice of such discontinuance at the station and,
within one hundred twenty days after the effective
date of this order and on nct less than ten days
notice to the Commission and to the public, o
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Southexrn Pacific Transportation Company shall
file in duplicate amendments to its tariffs
showing the change authorized and shall make
reference in such notice and tariffs to this
decision as authority for the change. In no
event shall the agent be removed earlier than
the effective date of the tariff filings.

Within thirty days after discontinuance of
sexvice applicant shall give written notice
to the Commission that it has complied with
this order. , ' o
Southern Pacific Transportation Company shall
provide toll-free telephone service between
Patterson and Tracy for its patrons.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days -
after the date hereof. o f o o :
Dated at. Sen Francio ~_, Californmia, this __|{Th

NOVEMBER = = . 197s.




