Decision No. 8573137 T .RU@UN@ML
ZEFCORE TEE. PUBLICAUTILITIES~COMMISSION OF TYE SIAIE OF”CAuIFORNIA ”

Ia tie Matter of the Application of: )
SAN SDMEON SZAGBS- INC., a Califorcia )

Corporation, for a Certificate of g

Public Convenieace and Necess:.ty to

opexate as a Passenger Stage Corpora- ) ,

tion, pursuant to the provisions of )

Section 1031, et seq. of the- Public. Application No. 55970
Utilities Code of the State of . (F...J.ed September 30, 1975)
California, offering round-trip . _
passenger service between Sam Luis )

Obispo and Hearst Historical Monument g
pear San Simeon, serving intermediate
pon.n..s. - . ))

OPIN’ION_'

By this application San Simeon Stages, Inc. requests a |
certificate of public convenience and cecessity to Operate as a |
passenger stage corporation and establish a sightseecing. tour
sexvice for the transportation of passengers and" thed baggage '
between San Luis Ob:‘.spo and the Hearst: Historical Monument near .

Szn Simeon. - > A
App..zcant intends to conduct the contemplated oPerat:Lons
with a 1963 Genmeral Motors ‘.’CDH bus baving a capacity for 45 pasvenge*s.
Applicant's finanecial stetement as of October 1, 1975 indicates
current cash assets of $8,500. Applicant's. inizial stock :l‘.ssuanc\.
will be to two officers of Great Western Enterpr:.ses, Ioc. ;. do:.ng
business a2s "Great Western Tours" » @ San Francisco travel agency- : It
is also contemplated that an :.nterest in appl:.cant will ult:.mntely

be sold to a local San Luis Ob:'.Spo resident who w:’.ll operate the bus
and- conduct the contemplated operations. ‘ e : o
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The transportation conditions which assérted1y~justify the -
granting of the sought certificated authority are:

"Hearst Castle near San Simeon is an officially“
designated Historical Monument and an inter-
nationally known sightseeing attraction. .

"During the past year, motor carrier sexvice
connecting the AMIKAX station at San Luis
Obispo with the Hearst Historical Monument
bas been offered by a private hotel, using an
old-~ 1, London dOubge-decker bus. A -
sizable portion of the passenger traffic
utilizing this bus service was generated by
GREAT WESTERN TOURS through its rail-related
packaged tour promotions.

"Following a change .in ownership and controi
of this sponsoring hotel, this Lorndon double-
decker motor bus sexrvice was terminated.

"At the present time...there is a total lack
of 2 common carrier passenger service between
San Luils Obispo and tke Hearst Historical
Monument, despite the patent reality that it
is in the public interes: to provide the
sigbtseeing public with such a service. . - .
* * %* o

"In oxder to- £1ll the gap in passenger service
between San Luis Obispo and the Hearst
Historical Monument, ICANT was formed
and this applicetion filed. Without the
interest and support ¢f GREAT WESTERN TOURS
in providing this sexvice to the public,
with its attendant risk of economic loss in
low-patronage periods, the public would be
denied the service entirely. '

Tlas

it is anticipated that the majority of patrons
for the invelved service will be individual
purchasers of a packaged tour that includes
advance arrangements for overnight lodgings.
In order for this type of service to be

effectively marketed and successfully conducted,
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the availability of the sexvice must be assured
definitc and absolute, and not dependent upon a
particular number of passengers on a particular:
day in order to operate. As contemplated by
APPLICANT, the service will be on-call' but
will be operated for even a single person.
APRLICANT {s confident that, given proper
development and promotion, the involved: service
will be compensagle to APPLICANT, and provide a
“valuable, needed, ‘attractive and convenient ,
service to the public.ﬁ‘

It is presently contemplated that the proposed service
will include an overnight stay at or near Cambria and that, from
San Luis Obispo, service will initially be offered on a three-dayh
per-week basis (Thursdays Fridays, and Saturdays) with: comparable |
return service operating on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays-‘ If the
expected increased in demand for sexvice materializes, applrcant o
conteaplates providing daily service to the public after May 1, 1976.

The Commission's Transportatsi on Division staff has. analyzed
the sought certificated authority, conducted a field survey, aad’
discussed the proposed service with the interested parties._ The
staff recommends that in the absence of protest the sought authorrty
be granted by ex parte ordex. : : oo

Copies of the applicationnwere served upon the various
city acd county departmeats within the affected: proposed service area

as well as the Traffic Management Divrsion,of ‘the: State of Caleornia.‘° |

While there are no known competing.passenger stage services available-'
at present -appiicant sexrved copies of its application upon three
wajor passenger stage corporations who may have a potential interest
in this matter. Application No. 55970 was also listed on.the |
Commission's Daily Calendar for October 2, 1975. No protests to the
snught certi‘icated authority have. heen received | A :
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rindings - ' ‘ :
L. Applicant has shown a reasonable capacity to perfom a
sightseeing tour service between San Luis Obi.slao and the Hearst | ‘
Historical Monument, neaxr San Simeon, as a passenger stage corporat:.on.
2. At the present time no passenger stage sightsee:.ng tour
service is ava:t.lable to the . publ:t.c in the area proPosed to be served
by aoplicant. : ‘
_ 3. Appln’.cant has demonstrated shat public convenience and
necessity require the grans :'.ng of the cert:’.f:'.'cated authority as
requested : - . - -
4. Ve find with reasonable certainty that the project :.nvolved R
in this proceeding will not have a s..g,m'. '.f.cant effect on the
environment- L ' S .
The Coumfssion concludes teat the appl cation shouldfbej |
granted A public heari.ng is not necessary. |
Appli.cant is placed on notice that oPerative ri;hts as
such, 4o not counstitute a class cf prOperty which may be’ eapital:‘.zed
or used as an element of value in rate fixing for any amount of money
in excess of that originally paid to- the State as the considerat:xon
for the grant of such rights. Aside from thei’.r pcrrely perm:.ssa’.ve '
aspect, such r:t.ghts extend to the holdexr a full or part:Lal mon0poly
of a class of busiress. This monc»poly feature may be modiffed or
canceled at any time by the State, wh:.ch 1.s not in any resPect |
limited as to the number of r:‘.ghts wh:’.ch ma.y be g:.ven. <
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IT IS ORDERED that: Lol e
1. A certificate of publicfconvenieace'ahdfnécesSitY’isg‘)'
granted to San Simeon Stages Inc., a California corporation, -
authorizing 1t to operate as a passenger stagé{co:ébratipn; asfdefIned1‘
in Section 226 of the Public Utilfties Code, between the points and

over the routes set forth in Appendix 4 of this decision.

2. In providing service pursuant to the authdtityvg;gn:edfby{_
this order, applicant shall comply with the following sexvice
regelations. TFailure soto do mey result in'a cancellation of the.
authority. . | | L
(a) Within thirty days after the effective

date of this oxder, applicant shall file
a vritten acceptance of the certificate
granted. Applicant is placed on notice
that if it 2ccepts the certificate it
will be required, amorng other things, to
cowply with the safety rules administered
by the California Eighway Patrol, the
rules and other regulations of the
Commission's Genmeral Order No. 98-3eries,
and the insurance requirements of the
Commission's General Order Ne. 10i-Series.

Within one hundred twenty days after the
effective date of this ozder, applicant.
shall establish the authorized service and
file taxiffs and timetables, in triplicate,.
in the Coumission's office. ‘ ,

The tariff and timetable filings shall be -
wade effective not earlier than ten days.
after the effective date of this order on
not less than ten days' notice to the =
Commission and the public, and the effective
date of the tariff and timetable f£ilings
sball be concurrent with the establishment -
of the authorized service. .= :
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(d) The tariff and timetable filings made _
ptxsuant to this order shkall comply with
the regulations governing the construction
and filincg of turiffs and timetables set
Lorth in the Commission's General Qrdexs
Nos. 79-Series and 98-Series. :

Applicant shall maintain its accounting
records on & ¢alendar year basis in .
conformance with the applicable Uniform
System c¢f Accounts or Ckhart of Accounts
as prescribed or adopted by tkis Commission
and shall file with the Commission, on or
before March 31 of each year, an anaual-.
report of its operations in such form, -
content, and cumber of:coples as the
Commission, from time to time, shall.
prescribe. . o

The effective date of this oxéer ssall be Swenty days
~after the date hereof.. : . R B

L

- Dated at San Frazcisco . . California,this “ 2 20 3

\ o Commissioners
Tommissionor Robert Batinovich; Bethg. & . .
Decessarily aduezt,’ did ‘Dot participate . |

in tne; dispocition of thisiproceeding. .
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SECTION I. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS > RES‘IRICTIONS I.DEMIONS AND -
‘ S?ECII'ICATIONS.

" San simeon Stages, Inc., a Califomia corpomt:ion, by the cc*tii‘.z.cate "
of public convenicnce and necessity g::an:ed by the’ decision noced :Ln the mrgin,,'
is authorized to operate as a pa.ssenger st:age corpora.c;!.on to t::ansport: .sighcseeing '
passengers and thedir baggage between San I.uis Obispo a.nd Hearst: San S:Lmeon State
B,a.s:orical Yonumenc and 'Lnt:emediate point:s theret:o over and along t:he. rout:e. o
described heredin, subject, however, to the authority of this Comission to change S
or modify this authority at any time and Subjecc to t:he :follow:l:ng provis:.'.ons— -
a. Carrier may make stopovers for the purpose of permitl:ing ‘
sightseeing passengers to visit various points of interest
al.ong and :Ln the vicinicy of the: routc. I

SeMce herei.n auchorzzcd sh.:ﬁ.l be 1imized to t:hc t:mnspomcion -
of round-t:rip passengers. _

Service shall be operated on an "on-call’ ba.s:t.s. The texm |
"on~call" as used herein refers to service which is authorized
to be rendered dependent on the demands of passengers. The
tax{iffs and timetables shall show the conditions' under whicb.
cach authorized "on-call“ a'erv:i.ce wAll be rendered. DR
SECTION IX. ROUTE DESCRIPTION. _ S
Comencing from Sa.n I.u:'.s Obispo, thence along Stat:e Highway l to
Hearst San Simeou State H:tst:or:t.cal Monument park:tng 1ot:, ret:urn oa St:a.te B..ghway 1

- to San-- Luls _Obi.spo.

Issucd by Californifs Pubdife Utilities Commdssion..

eetston No. _ OORLY , Apol reazion No. 55976.;




