Decision No. 83295 . S _
BEFORE THE PUSBLIC U’.I.'ILI'S"'_LS CCMMISSION OF THE S’J.‘AIE oF CALIFORNLA )

Investigation on the Commission's ) . .
Owr. Motion Into the Adequacy and _ _ S
Reliability of the Emergy and Fuel : ~ Case No. 9581 =
Pequirements and Supply of the | (Filed July 3,°1973)
Electric Public Utiiities i tke o : AN
State of Californiea. : .

. Investigation on the Commission's
+ own motion iato the natural gas
T supply and regquiremeats of gas

¢ public utilities in the State of
- California. . R

 Case No. 9642
~(Filed December 18, 1973)

Investigation on tke Commission's
own motion into the estavlishing
of priorities amorg the es of
categories of customers of every
electxical corporation and evexy
gas coxrporation Zx the State of
California and anmong the uses of.
electricity or gas by such -
customers. .

Case No. 9884 ‘_
(Filed Maxch 11, 1975)
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INTERIM OPINION

On Decembex 2, 1975 iz D.8518%9 the Commission adopted an
end-use system for allocating the State's supply of matural gas -
replacizg the price-volume priority system. | | |

The dismal supply picture facing the State and its citizens
has been thoroughly covered fa other decn‘._si’.ons and need not be repeated
hexe.~ In this opinion, we address .z matter of vital concern which o
‘was mot covered Im D.85189. LT e

1/ See D.81931 dated 9/25/72, D.8213¢ dateé 11/13/73, D,8288% dated -
5/15/74, D.83€12 dated 10/16/74, and D.8381S dated 12/30/74.
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During the hearings on end-use curtailment there was |
discussion regarding the prohibition of the use of natural -gas for
such luxury items as swimming pool beaters and other outdoor heating'
equipment, : )
We recognize soze difficulties inherent J’.n thaz: any ban on
comnections of swimning pool heaters may be unmpopular. For example,
Opporents point out that mew residential gas service does nmot normally
involve swimming pools since pools are normally comstructed after the
customer has lived in a home. They also argue that such a ban could
lead people to use electric heaters, a wmuch less efficient use of
energy, and that the amount of gas used for this purpose is insig-
nificant when compared to the total demards om the ut::’.l:.txes  Systems.
It is apparent that there will be problexs for the utn'.lity in enforcing
any ban on swimming pool hookups. For example, gas service :Ls :
gexerally begun before a pool is constructed. '

PG&E's witnpess, deYoung, testified that there are approxi-
mately 75,000 pool heaters in their system, two-thirds of which are
residential, that the residential pools use only ome-third of- the ges
used for heating pools and that total consumption smounts to only N
percent of total demand on the system. Mr. deYoung st:ated ‘that he did
not feel that the current supply situation warranted prohibiting such
uces and that all customers should be _encouraged to use energy wisely.

The utilities argue that any conservation achieved by '
bamning swimming pool heafers will only release the same volume for
what could be considered a lower priority use.

The National Swimming Pool Institute (NSPI) stated that with
the advent of the Arab oil embargo, an industry-wide energy task force
was formed to develop an effective public educa.t:ton program to reduce :
enexrgy consumption by swimming pool cwners om 2 voluntary basis.
Statistics developed to measure the energy comsumed show that there. are
approximately 250,000 pools in California and that 60 percent bave
heaters. Of the 60 percent, two-thirds are located in southern.
Califoxmia. This informat:.on closely paralleled t:hat: of the u:ihties.
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Ihe NSPI representative, Mr. Irv Styer, testified concerning
tke steps the industry task force is doing to conserve: energy. Included
in their recommendations arec: reduce the swimming pool- temperature ‘
to 78°, heat pools only during the three-month Summer season, -improve
control over the pool filter system, turn off the pool. heater and pilot
light on vacations longer than one week, cover the pool where pract Lecal,
and follow a regular program of preventative mzintemance. M., Styer
stressed that his associztion was working through various media to
publicize these recommendations. On cxos s-examination he mdz.cated
that there fs a 10 percent greater comsumption cf matuzal gas per.
degree of temperature rise. Thus a reductionz of fouxr degrees :!’.n
tempexature would result in a 40 percent enexrgy. sav:.nm _ :

..est:x.%:’.n,g on behslf of Fafco Inc., a c:.s*r:.butor of solar
swinming pool heaters, Mr. Rictard E. Semn stated that in southem
Californiz solar heat czn maintain a 72-22 degree temperature for the
period of sometice in Apxil ©o sometime in October. He aloo ste*ed
that solaxr heating is 7C to 80 percent a:z effective as gas., |

Notwithstarding these arguments, because conservata.on o.¢. tm.s

aluzble natvral resource is so vital, we are of the op..:uon that
prompt action must be taken to discourage whet can only be cons:x.dered
as a luxury use, Therefoxre, we will oxder tke gas ut:.l::.t:.es ueder ox..‘. :
jurisciction to Qiscontizue new gas commect ozz..> for sw:.mming pool :

heaters, - : o

Further, while this ozder is dirccted t'o the use"of natural
gas for heating swimming pools, we stress that all uses that could ‘be'
classified as a luxury should be prohibited. .We will thus order the
gas utilities to determine types of uses wh:!.ch could be classn.f:.ed as
a 1uxury and take the necessary steps to dn..,coerage such use. '
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In ordering this prohibition we recognize that exempt:ions
Will be required to meet special situations such. as heated pools for
therapeutic purposes, or public facilities for which solar keating is
impractical. Such exemptions should be handled on an individual basis,
subject to strict standards. In further proceedings, we will consider
whether natural gas beating of exdsting qx.:im.{ng paoJ.s should be phased. :
out or subjected to a higher tar:tf::. “ R

Findings and Coneclusions

1. Thke total supply of na!:ural gas availsble to C:alifornis bas

becone increasingly inadequate in recent years.
2. Natural gas is a valuable patural resource rhat should mot be

used for Inferior, momessential pu::poses.
3. Natural gas used in swioming pool heaters is an inferior use.l |

4. New comnections for swiming pools should be prohibited ancI .

gxlsting connections phased out.
5. An exemption from the prohzbition should be grant:ed only .

after a substantial show:'.ng
To perma.t an orderly transition we will make thc prohib:.t:{.on

: effoct:.\}e Apr:'.l 1 1976.
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INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that after April 1, 1976, the Californla gas
utilities shall not provide service for new swimmi.ng pool heat:ers |
without authority of the Commission. - R

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after
the date hereof. S

~ Dated at So Francisco » Caufomia,; thié“ 3 p_o«»w _
day of DECEMBER -, 1975 | o L

Comfssfonor 'Vornoh ::. vStu:'geda, bgmg S
 necessarily absent. did not. panic:!.pa't.o{f;r e
in‘uu}quxmuxim:or1misxuvcomung. S




