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Decision No. 85305 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES .cOMY..ISSION OF 1'm: STATE' OF c..4LIYORNIA·· 

ELECTRIC COMPANY for authority Applica.tion No~ 52335: , " .. 
Application or PACIFIC GAS AND 1 
to revise its tariff for natuT.a1 Peti t10n for Further Mod11'icat1on 
gas service to offset increases of Order Cc.:ltA1:'lec in Decision 
in· expense caused by i.ncreases No. 78468 
in the price of natural gas from) . (Filed November,lS",1975) ,.' 
the E1 Pas'o NaturaJ. Gas Compa.ny.~. 

(Gas) . ) 

OP'I.NION ----'---
By this petition Pacirie Gas 8..."ld Electric Company (J?G&E)· 

requests that its eXisting authorization to o!'fset certain t·rack1.."lg 
charges in its cost. or natural gas purchased £ro:n E1 Paso 

Na.tura1 Gas Company (E1 Paso) resulting from E1 Paso t S FPc.author1zed . 
purchased gas cost adjustment procedure (PGA) be extended until . 
December 31~ 1976. 

In DeCision No. 78458" dated March 23" 1971 (Applications' 
Nos.. 52335 and 51686)" the Commission authorized,· PG&E to' tra.ck. 
El Paso t s tracking increases through. December 31" 1971', to par.9.J.1el 

. . .. . . ' , 

authority gra.r..ted toEl Paso by the FPC in Docket No .. 'RP 71-13.. In 

Decision No·. 79383" da.ted November 23" 1971" the COmmission modified 
DeCiSion No. 78468 to extend the traek.1ng author1ze.tionto , ... 

December 3l" 1972. InDeciSion No. 81332" dated May 1" 1973;. the 
,- .' 

Co:nm1ssion a.uthorized PG&E to extend· its tracld.ng authority to- ' .. 
December 31" 1973" and to include gas cost revisions result.1xlg: !'rom 
E.l Pa.so f s PGA procedure which was established in aCCOrdance;w1tp.FPC 
Orders Nos. 452 and 452-A issued April 14" 1972 and June, 13,,1972; 
respectively" in FPC Docket No. R-406 and July 31" 1972",,"1n: FPC .. ' 
Dockets Nos. RP 72-150 and 155" except that' El: Paso.' s:PPC authorized 
purchased gas cost adjustment proeedure has no term1na.t1<:>ndate~ 
In Decision No. 82477" dated Febn:a.ry 13" 1974" the Commission 
authorized PG&E to eX'te.."ld its tractd.ng authority to. December 3l~ 1974. 
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In Deeision No. 84119 ~ dated February 19 ~' 1975" the Commission ' 
a.uthorized PG&E to extend its track1.."lg authority to December 31,1975" 
and to include tracking f'ilings resulting f'roDlgas cost i.''lcreases to , 
El Paso authorized by the FPC, in Docltets' Nos. RP 74-~2s.nd·RP· 74-51". 
for overriding royalties.. At the same time the Comniission'a.men,ded, 
Decision No. 78468., as modif'1ed by De~is10ns Nos. 79383".81322~ and 

82477; to require a SO-day notif'icat1on penod and aComm1ss1on 
resolution 'before SUCh tracking rate changes could become ef'f'ect1ve. 

PG&E seeks to extend 1 ts tracking authority through 1976, 
in order to adjust its rates tor ant1c1pa:ted add'1t1on&l changes 1n 

El Pa.so t s gas ta.r1.f.fs, which will be tiled, under the ,FPC" authorized, 
FaA procedure to be ef':tective on or about April l, 'and October 1". 1976. , 
However" since El Paso T s FaA procedure' has no terrz:i.~tion, da.te '" 
l?G&E's authority to tra.ck such ra.te revisions should ,be continued 
until such time as 1?G&E is a.uthorized a. PGA, procedure' or' the, ~ 

mod1f'1es the terminat1onprov1s1ons tor the PGA prOV'1Sions.:.forEl' PaSc. 
'" 

Findings 

1. PG&E has prenously been authorized to of'f'setchanges 'in its 
cost ot gas a.ttributable to track1.ng gas changes otEl Pa.so. 

2. Such tracking authority expires on December 31, 1975. 
3. The tracking authority should· be extended until such time' 

a~ PG&E is authorized a PGA procedure or unt:1:lsuch time-'as the FPC 
mod1:f"ies the term1na.tion date 01: its PGA prov1sion., _ , 

4. The- resulting tracki..""lg reVisions: rlll not a.ttect the level _ 
of earnings of' PG&E" but Will merely offset :-ev1s1ons,in the coStot 
gas :purchased. :f'rom El PaSo. 

5. A public hearing is not necessary ... 

Conclusion of' taw 

Based. on the foregoing findings,) the Comm.1ssioneoncludes 
that PG&E should_ be granted. the authority sought in '1t'spet1tlon,- for 
mod.i:f"1eat1on of DeCision No. 78468 to the extent set :torth ,:inthe 
Order which f'ollows. " 
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o R ~ 'E R .. --~ .... 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Paragraph 3c (a) or Decision No. 7846$, as modified by 

Decisions Nos. 79383, $1322, 82477, and $4119', pertaining to adjustments 
in Paci!ic Gas and Electric Company's rates occasioned by rate 
revisions riled by El Paso Natural Gas Company is modi£ied'to provide 

tba~ the authority be extended untilPG&E re~eives PGA authorization 
or until such time as the Commission may take further a,ct:forlontl;lis 
matter. , 

2. In;, all other respects, Dec1sionNo. 7S46S,' as modii"l.ed'by 
Decisio:cs NoS. 79383, 81322, S2477, and S4l19,. remainS1n:rull rorce 
and errect. 

The effective date or this order is the date, hereo.f. ,t{. 
Dated at San ~ . , California, tbis _&r __ _ 

day or'J~UARY . , 1971:.... 
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