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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALT =

Application of ROBERT O. ERNST dbs R
VENTURA LIMOUSINE AND BUS SERVICE, Application No. 55710
for a Class "B" certificate to operate (Filed May 28, 1975)
as a charter-party csrrier of passengers,) :

Ventura. (File No. TCP 42-B) : q

Robert O. Ernst, dba Veantura Limousine -
and Bus Sexrvice, for himself, applicant.

Russell and Schureman, by R. Y. Schureman,
Attorney at Law, for American Buslines,
Inc., Continental Trailways, Inc., and
Educational and Recreational Services,
Inc. (also known as Associated Charter
Bus Co.); Bill Spinks, for Channel Islarnds
Bus Co.; Harry Herbert and W. M. Boucher
for Cal Coast Charter, Inc.; RCbert w.
Fawcett, for Holiday Lines; and Richard
Hannon, for Greyhound Lines, Inc.;
protestants. .

OPINION

This application was heard and submitted on July 31, 1975,
before Examiner Norman Haley at Los Angeles. | |
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Applicant requests a Class B certificate to ‘operate as a
charter-party carrier of passengers (Public Utilities Code, Division
2, Chapter 8).;/ Passergers would be picked up within 40 2ir miles
of zpplicant's howe terminal in the city of Ventura.z-‘ ' |

&pplicant cwrrently operates &c a passengerﬁstage-corpqra-
tion, providicg service between Ventura and various points in Los
Angeles, Orange, 2nd Riverside Couaties (R. 0. Errst, dba Ventura
Limousine and Bus Service, Decision No. 84399 (2975)). He also holds
charter-party permit TCP 470, Issued pursuant to Sections 5372.and
5384 of the Public Utilities Code. He was denied 2 Class B cexrtifi-
cate to operate as a charter-party carrier of passengérs from>a‘ '
proposed home terminal in Los Angeles (R. O. Ermst, dba See the West
Cherters, Decision No. 83006 (1974)). SR
Applicant's Presentation | \ |

Mr. Ernst testified on his own behalf. He Is the sole
owner of ome bus, a General Motors suburban model‘SDM_4501. ‘It has
an approximate value of $18,000, and assertedly, it is infexcellent
condition. Ee and his wife own two formal limousines with no emcum-
brances. They have an approximate $35,000 equity'in;their-home;"
Applicant's Income is approximately $2,500 a month from bus, limcusiae,
and retirement sources. | | e o

1/ Section 5371.2 of the Public Utilities Code reads, as-follows:

‘All holders of certificates issued subsequent to

90 days afrer the effective date of this section
shall operate from a service area to be determined

by the commiscion. In ro case shell this area
encouwpass wore than a radivs of 40 air miles from

the howe terminmal. Thazs home terminal shall be .
designated by the applicant. This certificate shall
be classified az a ¢lass B certificate. This '
section shall not apply to certificates issued under
the provisions of Section 5371.1.%

2/ Applicant operates a bus terminal et the end of Peking Street,
gest of the Ojai Freeway overpass frow Meia Street in the ¢ity of
entura. ' , o - ST
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Applicant characterized the VénturaFSanta Barbara Cbunty'
area as generally suburban or rural, with substantial distances be-
tween cities and commmities. He sald this was in contrast to the
Los Angeles metropolitan erea woere the cities and communities inter-
mesh. The witness cited estimated 1974 population figures from
Table 3-4 of the California Statistical Abstract CExhibit«i), for the
counties of Fresno (441,400), Santz Barovara (279,800), Stanislaus
(210,600), and Ventura (426,000). He asserted that Santa Barbara and
Ventura Counties each have two successful charter party bus operators,
whereas the other two counties each have four. He pointed out that
Exhibit 1 also shows that for the three years between 1971 and 1974,
the population of Ventura County increased by subotantxally greater
percentages than population in the other three countxes used in hls
couparison.

Tbe'wi*ness asserted that one of the Ventura Counzy
operators does not use kighway coaches, *eav1ng one that cffers high-
way-type charter bus service. He said that If the one operator is
not satisfactory, a charter bus company from amother area must come
in. The witness stated that when this happens the outs;de opexrator
lncurs deadhead wmiles, waich he estimated to be as much as $2 a-
person per charter. He explalned that deadnead cests are passed on
to customers. He estimated that there would be a 90-mile :6uhd-trip
deachead from the middle of the San Ferrvacdo Valley, for exawple,
vesulting in approximately 16 gallons of wested fuel per bus. He
also stated that a bus, when deadheading on a freeway, occupies a
considerable amount of space, which is a major problem in metropolitan
areas. It was his contention that undexr 2ublic Utilitles Code
Section 5371.1 existing operators do not have.enough charter buses
in Ventura County to-prbvide satisfactoxry services"toxthefpeopie;
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?roteé:ants Precentatisn

Protestants called six witnesces wio presen‘.:ed e'.ride
in opposition to the applicztion. They introduced u:d-explahnedv
Exhibits 2 through 20, whick contain factval data relative to.
operating guthoritiss, crurters o crated, equi pmen" a.v...ﬂa.ble, and

‘w-mina_.,. All proteetax:c.. hold Claso A charter-party carrier ce-t:.fz-
ates. '

The azea within 40 miles of applicant's tem:’.nél- :.n Yentura
Is sexved by 2il protestants. Continenzal Trallways, Ioc .-',ﬁ/ pfov‘ides
- a limited amomat of chawier sexvice with eguipment stationed at 08"
kngeles. Associated Chazrter Duz Co. hes equipment avallabie for
charter stationed 2t Van Nuys, Los Angeies County, ané st Santa
Barbaxra. Greyaound I.:r.::eo, Inc. serves the area with' cqu...pment sta-
tioned at fanta Earbare. Assertedly, Sreyhound also stations up to
five buses at Ommaxd, Verz*m:a Cowmly. Cal Coast Charter, Inc. is
Tocated 2 t Oxnard aad pruovides chawter s ce from that poin...‘

Chaanel Islands 2us Co. s located in f"~c *"ty of Ventwra and has

buses svailable for charter ot that location. BHoliday Lines has Its

roin office in Covira, Los Arngeles Commty. It opemed an office in

Cxmard In 1975, with onc bdus and driver stationed there. If “chaxrter
s should iIncresse the compeny Is In 2 *os:’. sion to pl..re addi~
equinuert at its COxmara facility. '

Class 4 cherter-perty carziers may pick up charter possengexrs
anyw..e:»a within the State {(Pabilc Tilities Code', Sectio* 537...1

American Buslizes, Inc. is 2 wholly cwaed su‘b d:.a::y of Contincntac... ‘
Trailways, Ine. _ _ : '
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The witnesses Zor protestants tes tified that ther 2re are
satficient certificated charter-party cazrie:s i» the Ventura County
zrea with adeguate equiprment; t there i3 substential competition
for cherters among the cerxrwificated cax l-ﬁs in the area, and- *hPt
charter zeven:es are an Lmportanat part of th e ove*all operat img
revenues 0f their companies. They 2ssert that they are ready,
willing, ard able to provide sezvice fxcm tbc~¢r»a_,ought to-be se:vea,
aad that certificatior of zppiicant would divert traffic from them
causing their operations o be lecs ecomemical. “hey'alleged that
thelr equipment was not sperating to £fulil capacity and 0o addit fonal
onexations should be sutborized.. B LR
Tiscuseion _ .

Tals proceeding is sudsteatially :cﬁt:o‘ ied by Section
5375.1 of the Rublic Utilitics Code whick reads Za part as follows:

"...Tke commission chall moT grant o certificete

to steh an appliicazt wnless It can be shown that

the ctm;cxng crarter-paxty carrier of p“"senocrs;‘

oc~v~ns the Lax*ito:y is no~ p-ovidﬁnb ganvice

waich are satisfaciory o the ccaniscion and

adequate for the pesiic. In o event shall the

comnission Iscur more certificztes then sublic

corvenicnce and necessity require...”

record shows that protestsnts zre emgeged in éﬁrfo"m;ng charter

cexvice £oom pojats I Venrture County and the Sﬁrroundi“g counmtizs
Chartess performed Zxon the scught awea range frow reletively few ia
the case of Coatineatal Twail wuys to a substantial. nambcr for somc of
the others. Thers wes no tec v Szox prL_c tnec;eo in this
procecdlng, eitber on behalf of app;lcant ox protestauts and theze
were po pudlic complaints. lppifcazt’s contention that he wouad use
less fuel on charters thea other operators who have ro .erm;na~ 1o

Ventzra County, when weighed with other facts in hnis cdse, is not
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sufficient to show public comvenience and necessity. Applicant's
allegation that there are ot emough charter buses in the area was
not supported in the light of protestants' showing. Under the
circumstances we have no zlternative but to deny the application.

Findings ‘ :
1. Applicant has applied for a Class B chartér-’party carrier
certificate with home terminal in the city of Ventura.

2. Applicant possesses satisfactory fitnmess and financial
responsibility to inftiate and conduct the proposed charter-party
service. :

3. Protestants hold Class A charter-party carrier ,
certificates which grant authority to originate at any point within
California and operate to any point within California.

4. Applicant did not show that the existing charter-party
carriers of passengers serving the texrritory are not providing service
satisfactory to the Commission and adequate for the public.

5. Applicant has failed to show that public convenience and
necessity require an additional cercificated charter-party carr:[er
in the area he has applied to sexve. '

We therefore conclude that the appl:[cation should be

denied.
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- IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 55710 is denfed.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
aftexr the date hereof.

Dated- 2t San Francisco .. Californ:ﬁa,‘th:f..s c,?o‘}"

Gommi?ssv.oners' .

Coxmissioner Leonard Ro...,. bezng ‘
necaossarily’ a‘.:..on'f.. did ‘0ot pa.rt:.cipate, :
iz the c‘.:.spo tio:: of :.‘:1..« p-o‘.oodinc. .




