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Decision NO'. 85395 @~~~~~lt 
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the CITY OF .LIVERMORE 
for an order authorizing construction of 
a crossing at separated grades be~een 
East First Street and the tracks of the, 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company 
and The Western Pacific Railroad Company, 
sometimes known as the East First Street 
Overhead. 

OPINION ..... ~.-..- ............. 

) 
) 
) 
) Application No. S594S. 
) (Filed September 22, 1975-) 
) 
) 
) 

.' 
The City of Livermore, as part' of the comprehensive track 

consolidation and grade crossing eli:nination prO<]ram, requests 

authority to construct a new crossing at separated grades, to be ' 

'known as the East First Street OVerhead, over the main line tracks 

of the Southern Pacifie 'rransportation Company and The, Western 

Pacific Railroad Co~y and to remove'the existing, publiC' grade' 
crossings over said main line tracks. 

The City of LiveX'TtlOreis the lead agency for this project 

'k~.~ pursuant to the California Environ"tlental Ouality Act of .1970, as 
\::' 
" amended.. An Environmental Impact Report was prepared by 

DeLeuw, Cather & CQ1npany (consulting engineers),' and submitted to· 

the Livermore City Council, whO- on June 2S" 1973' 'accepted, and 

ap;>roved the final report. 

Notice of the application was pUblished in the 

Commission' s Daily Calendar on Septetnl::>er 24, 197$. No protests have 

been reeeived. A public bearing is not necessary. 
FINDINGS ........................ _-

After consideration,. the COtnmission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authorized to construct t'he 

tlEazt Fi.rst Street Overhead" at separated <;rades over the tracks of 

the Southern' Pacific 'I'ransportation Company and The Western Pacific 

~ailro~ company and to physiea~ly close and barricade the existins 
grade crossings at East First Street, identified as Crossing D-47~,47 

and Crossing 4-48.2, in the City of Live~rc, ,Alameda'co~ty. 

- 1 -



e 
A. SS94S DDM 

2. 0 i'l1ensions, cOnfigurations ,clearances and wal~ays 
should be substantially in accordance witbp:tans revised 

Octo~r S,. 1975 and as set forth in the' application and comply 

with applicable rules and general orcers of ,the Commission. 

3. COllStruction and maintenance costs should ,be' borne 

in accordance with an agreement to. be entered into :between the , 
parties. 

4. The Cocmission has considered ~be applicant's 
Environmental Impact Report in rendering its decision on this project 

and finds that the proposed action isinsi<Jnifieant; the planned 

constructiO'n is the mO'st feasible and economical that will, avcid 

significant environmental impaet: and that there are no.kna<.m 

i:-reversible environmental changes involved in this project·. 

CONCLUSIONS -.-.- ......... .-. ... -- .......... 

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conc:lude that 

the application shO'uld be ~ranted as set forth in the following 

order: 

ORDER ---...-. ...... 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Live~reisauthO'rizcd to construct a new 

grade separatiO'n stru~ture to be knO'wn as t.he "East First Street 

Overhead'·, over t'h¢ tracks of the-Southern Pacific Transporta'tion 

CO'U?any and Th~ 't'1estern Pacific Railroad Co~pany in the City <>f 

Livermore, Alameda COunty, at the locatiO'n and stfr>stantially as 
shown by plans revised October 8, 197,5. and as set forth in the 

a.pplication, to be .identified as CrOSSing No. D-47 ~7-A' (SnCol and 

Crossing No. 4-48.4-A (WPRR). 

2. ConstructiO'n and maintenance expense sh<lll be born") in 

accoro.ancc with agreements to he entered into between the parties 

=clative thereto, :and a copy of the agreements, t09'ethor with- plans 

0': the crossings approved. by the Southern Pacific' Transportation 

Co::pany ane. The Wester:l Pacific Railroad Company, shall.be filed with 

'the Commission prior to commencing construction. Should the' parties 

fail to agree, the Commission ....-ill apportion the costs of • 

- 2 -



e 
~_ SS94S DDM 

construction and ~aintenance by further order. 

3'. Clearances shall be in accordance with, G:eneral Order 
No. 26-D, except that during the period of construction a clearance 

of not less than 21 ft. 0 in. ~e top of rail. is authorized for 
',II . " 

the qrade separation structure and the Southern 'Pacific Transportation 

Company and The Western ~acific Railroad Company are authorized to 

operate ~th suCh reduced overhead' clearances provided that 

instructions are issued by the railroac:ls and filed W'ith the 

Cot'QItlj,ssion forbidding employees to ride on tops of cars: beneath .the 

structure. 
" 

4. The applicant shall notify the Coamdssion, the Southern 
;",,1 

Pacific Transportation Company and The Western Pacific' Railroad 

Company at least lS I but not more than ~o 'days .in advance of the 
date when each tempor~ impaired clearance W'ill be created. 

5.. Walkway areas adjacent to the. railroadtrac'ks shall be 

maintained free of obstruction and shall promptly be restored to, 
their orisinal condition in the event of damage dttring.eonstruction .. 

6. Upon completion of the .tEast First Street Overhead":,-the 

existing pUblic grade crossings at East First Street, 

Crossings Nos .. D-47A7 (SP'l'Co) and 4...48.2 (WPRR) I shall be· 

physically closed and barrieaded. 
7. Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this order 

~pplicant shall so advise the Co~ission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not. exercised within 
three years unless time be extended or if' conditions are not 

complied with.. Authorization may l'>e. revoked or modified if· pUblic 

convenience, neees~ity or safety so require. 
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.:r.£ter 

this 

The effective date ofth£s oraer 
the date hereof • 

sball . * twenty days 

Dated at San Fr.mei!cO California,. - -------------J~'A~N{~JA~R~y' .z "1 ;v... day of , 197&. 
/ -----------------------------

,., .. 
,~. 

Commissioners. 
, •• ,j' ,,,', 

"," . 


