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Decision No. _.:=;8,..;;;5;...,;Ll:;..,.Z_9 __ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COlviMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Application of the State of California,) 
Department of Transportation, for an ) 
or~er.authori~ing the ~dening of the ) Application No. 55848 
ex~stLng Atchlson, TO~4(a and ~anta Fe ) (Filed August 1 1975) 
Rallway COQpany at Grade C=osslng ~ , 
No. BQ-324.8, State Highway 134, in the 
Town of Lamont, County of Kern .. 

QP1. N 1.QN 

The State of California, Department of Trar~portation, 
requests authority to widen the turn lanes of State Highway 
Route 134 at DiGiorgio Roacl across the tracks of the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's and The Atchison, Topelta and Santa Fe 
Railway Company's jointly owned Arvin Branch Line near the Town of 
Lamont, Kern County. 

The California Highway Comcission is the lead agency for 
thiS project pursuant to the California Environcental Quality Act 
of 1970, as aQended. Applicant alleges that this project is 
categorically exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to 
Title 21 (Public Works), Chapter 2, Section 1510.1 (c) (13) of the 
California Administrative Code. 

Notice of the application was publisbed in t~e Coo­
mission's Daily Calendar on August 4, 1975. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

AIter consicleration, the Commission finds: 
1.. Applicant sho'.J.1d be authorized to 't-1iden State Highway 

Route 184 across the tracks of the Southern ~acific Transportation 
Company's and The Atchison, Topelta and Santa Fe Railway Company's 
jointly owned Arvin Branch Line near the Town of Lamont, Kern County, 
at the location and substantially in ~ccordance with the plan 
attached to the application. 
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2. Construction costs of widening the crossing, along with 
any signal relocation costs which may be incurred, shoulcl be borne 
in accordance with an agreeoent to be entered into between the 
parties. 

3. ~~intenance of the crossing shoulc be in accordance with 
General Order 72-B. 

4. The Commission finds with reasonable certainty that this 
project will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

S. Dimensions, configurations, clearances and walkways should 
be substantially in accordance with the plan attached to the 
application and comply with applicable rules and general orders 
of the Commission. 

CONCLUSIONS -- ..... --- ... ----~""'--
On the basis of the foregoing fincings, we conclude that 

the ~pplication should be grantecl as set forth in the following 
order: 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The State of California, Department of Transportation

7 
is 

authorized to widen State Highway Route 184 (Weed Patch Highway) 
across the jointly owned trac~s of the Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company and The Atchison, Tope!ca and Sante Fe Railway Company, 
CrOSSing BQ-324.8, near the Town of Lamont, Kern County, at the 
location and substantially as shawn by the plan attachec to the 
application. 

2. The existing protection at the crOSSing wbich consists of 
four Standarcl No.9 autooatic gate-type signals (General Order 75-C), 
shall remain in use. 

3. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior to 
Standard lQo. 2 (General Order 72-B). 
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Lf • vJidth of tae crossing shall be not less than 32 feet 
measured at right angles to the road and grades of approach shall not 
exceed two percent. 

S. Clearances sball conform to General Order No. 26-D. Walk­
ways shall conform to General Oreer No. 118. 

S. Maintenance of the crossing shall be in accordance with 
General Order No. 72-B. 

7. Construction costs of widenir~ tae crossing, along with any 
signal relocation costs which may be incurred, shall be borne in 
accordance ~~th an a3reement to be entered i~to among the parties 
~clative thereto, ancl a copy of saicl s3reement, together with plans 
of the widening project approve~ by the Soucbczon Pacific 
Transportation Company and The Atchison, Tope!~ and Santa Fe Railway 
Company shall be fileci with the Commission prior to commencing 
construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will 
apportion the costs of 'i:he project: by further order. 

C. Within thirty days after completion pursuant ~o this order, 
applicant shall so advise 'i:he Con:mission in writing. 

This authol:ization shall e::pi=e if not exercisec1 witbin 
two years unless time be extendec1 or if the above conclitions are not 
complied with.. Authorization may be revol:ed or modified if public 
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convenience, necessity o~ ~efety :0 ~equire. 
The effective date of thi~ orcier shall be twenty Gays 

&fte~ the date hereof. 
Dated at ___ ..;.;S:;.;;o:Ln.-...-F .... mn=c:i&e=o~_, California, this /an, &y 

oZ ___ --z;E;;.,j;E;.J,.Bl.CR.l.II1~A,g.Ry_'___, 1976. 

Commissioners 
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