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Decistion No. _85__4_4.,6_5._ 9 \qu@UNA[L

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

nvestigation into Reguirements for a )
General Order on Siting of New Electric
Generating Plants and Certain Electric
Transmission Facllities of all Electric

Publlic Utilities in the State of California.

Case No. 9015

CPINION

General Order No. 131 entitled "Rules Relatinz To The
Planning And Construction OFf Facilitles For The Generation OO
Zlectricity And Certain Electric Transmission Facilities" has been
in effect since July 1, 1970 as a result of Decislon No, 77301 and
amendment thereto in Case No. 9015. General Order No. 131 requires,
arong other things, that all eliectric utiliitles file periodiéally
certain specified reports with the Commission. The legzislature has
enacted Assembly Bill 1575 (1974) which became operative Jamuary 7,
1975, and which added Division 15 entitled "Enersy Conservation &

Tevelopment" consisting of Sections 25000 throush 25950 to the
Public Resources Code. The enactment requires all elecoric utilities
Lo report electric loads and resource information to the State

Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission which was
aise created by Division 15 of the Public Resources Cocde,
Since some of the renorting requirements to the Energy
Commigsion duplicave and some differ from those presently required
to te made to the Public Ucilities Commission under Generzl Order No.
131, 1t is deemed appropriste and desirable to amend the General Oxder
50 that there will no longer exist any requirements therein which
confilct with the Energy Commission requirements. Case No, 9015 is
hereby reopened to effect appropriate changes in the General Order,
The amended General Order should elso include appropriave
changes vo recognlze the requirenments of Rule 17.1 of the Commissiontis
Rales of Practice and Procedure, adopted in 2973, establiishing the
Special. Procedure for Implementation of the Czalifornia Environmental
Quallity Aev of 1970, which more specificalliy covers the reguirerent
Lo prepare and svbmit Envircenmental Impact Reports.
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Public hearings are not required herein. An ex parte
order is appropriate. The attached amended General Order No. 131
will achieve the desired purpose.

Findinns

1. General Order No. 131 became effective July 1, 1970
by Declision No. 77301 in Case 9015 and was amended by Resolution
No. E-1230 on December 22, 1970.

2. General Order No. 131 requires, amonz other things,
that all electric utilities under the Jurisdiction of the Commission
Tiie periodiec revoris with the Commission.

3. The Legisiature enacted into law in 1974, Assemdbly
3111 1575, effective January 5, 1975, creating the State Energy
Resources Conservatlion and Developzent Cormission.

4, Divislon 15, "Enersy Conservation and Develooment”,
conslsting of Sectlons 25000 througn 25950, was added to the Public
Resources Ceée, which division is knowm and may be cited as the
Warren-Alquist State Energy Resources Conservation and Develogment
Act.

5. Division 15 requires, among other things, that 21X
electric utilities report electric Loads and resource . informstion
to the Energzy Resources Conservation and Development Commissiorn,

&. Some of the present renorting requirements of
electric utilities under General Order No, 131 duplicate arnd are
in confliet with Division 15 requirecuents as to coatent ané tinme
of filing of renoxts.

T. Case No, Q015 is reopened to effect anpronriate
gnanges.

8. General Order No. 131 does not presensly include
or make mention of Rule 17.1 of the Commission!s Rules of Practice
and Procedure vhlch was enacted and made effective in 1973.
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¢. The rules contained in the amended General Order
No. 131 attached to this decision are reasonable and deemed essen-
tial at this time and will be in accord with the reporting reguire-
ments made £o the Enersy Resources Conservation and Development
Commission.

10. The amended General Order No. 131 contalins appropil-
ate changes to recognize the nrocedures required by Rule 17.1 of
the Commission!s Rules of Practice and Frocedurc.

1l. In order to facilitate the compatibility of the
£iling requirements between this Comaission and the Enersy Resources
Conservation and Development Commission without undue delay, this
order should be made effective in less than twenty days.

The Commission concludes that the rules contained in
the amended General Order No. 131 attached should be adopted by an
ex parte order and that public hearings are not necessary and that
the public interest will be served by such adoptlion.

-

IT IS ORDERED that amended Generzal Order No. 131
attacned hereto as Appendix A, be and is adopted and shall
be effective on the 20%% __day of februaary

, 1976.
The effective date of this order shall be ten days
after the date nereof.
_ Dated at San Francisco , California, this
(&S day of EE20[80Y , 1976.

Commicsioners.




GENERAL ORDER NO, 131

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNTA

RULES RELATING TO THE PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION
OF FACILITIES FOR THE GENERATION OF ELECTRICITY
AND CERTAIN ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION FACILITIES

Adopted Jdune 3, 1970, Effective July 1, 1970
LPecision No. 7730L, Case No. 5015

Amenced by Resolution No, E-1280, Deccmber 22, 1970

hmended Ffebrusry /Jo , 1976, Effective februsrq Lo , 1976,

by Decision No. 85446




Section 1.  Pursuant to the srovisions of Sections 451, 534,
TOL, 702, 76, 762, 763, 770 and 1001 of the Fublic Utilitles Code:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that no electrical nublic utility, nov
subject, or which hereafter may become subject, to the Jurisdiction
of this Commission, shall bezgin construction within this state of an
electric generating nlant having in aggregate a capacity in excess of
50 mw or of overhead line facilities which are designed for immediate
or c¢ventual operation at any voltage in excess of 200 kv (except for
che renlacement of existing with equivalent facilities, or the vlacing
of new or additional conductors, insulators or their accessories on or
replacement of supporting structures already built) without tais Com-
mission's having first found, after consideration of the impact of such
Lfacilities upon the alr, water, land, and other aesthetic, environ-
mental and ecologlcal requirements of the public and of its enerzy
needs, that said facilities are necessary to prcmote the safety,
nealth, comfort and convenience of the »nudbllc, and that they are
required by the public convenience and necesszity.

IT IS FURTHER ORNERED that construction of facilities shall not
commence without this Commission having first issued a final environ-
mental impact rewort (EIR) or Negative Declaration in accordance with
Rule 17.1, Special Procedure for Laplementation of the California
Zavironmental Quality Act of 1970 (Ireparation and Submission of
Ervironmental Impact Reports). These requirements do not apply to
app}ications covering generation facilities for whieh a certificate of
puoLlc convenience and necessity has been or will also be issued by
the 3tate Znergy Resources Conservation and Development Commission
(Energy Commission).

Section 2, Every electrical public utility required to submit 2
report of loads and resources to the Energy Commission in accordance
with Section 25300 of the Public Resources Code shall alsc furnish a
copy vo Yhe Iublic Utilities Commission.

Section 3. Every electrical public utility shall anrmally, on
or belfore March 1, furnish a report to the Commission for its review 2
ten-year forecast of planned transmission facilities. The report shall
include:

4 1ist of planned transmission Jines on which
pProposed route reviews are belng underpaken
with governmental agencles oxr foxr walich
certificate applications have already been
filed.

A list of other transmission lines, on
vhich route reviews have not started, which
will be needed during tne forecast perdod.

Sectlion 4. An electrical vubliec utility, desiring to bulld
clectric generation faclilities in excess of SO mu capaclity shall
Iile for a certificate of public convenience and necessity not .Less
than twelve months nrior to the date of a required declsion by %tae
Comnissicen unless tae Commission authorizes a shorter periocd for
excentional circumstances. An application for a certificate of
publlc convenlence and necessity shall include, or have attachec o
it, in addition to the data required by the Rules of Irocedure,

tae following:




A statement of the reasons why and the date when

completion and operation of the nroposed facility
will be necessary to promote the safety, health,

comfort and convenience of the public.

A statement of loads and resources as referred to in
Section 2.

Safety and reliability information including planned
provisions for emergency operation and shutdovms.

Estimated cost information, including plant costs by
accounts, all expenses by categories, including fuel
costs, plant service life, capacity factor, total
generating cost per lawhr (1) at plant, and (2) in-
cluding relaved transmission and comparative costs
of other alternatives considered.

A schedule shewing the program for design, material

gcguisition, construction and testing and operating
ates,

Avallable site informatiorn (including maps and deserin-
tion, present, proposed and ultimate development) and,
as appropriate, geological,aesthetic, ecological,
tsunami, seismic, water supply, population and load
center data, locations and commarative avallabllity

of alternate sites, and Justification for adoption of
the site selected.

Preliminary design information, including description
of lacilitlies, plant efficiencles, electrical connec-

tions to system, and deseription of control systems.

Description of mrovisions, including devices and
operations, for mitization of the effect of the pro-
posed plant operation on alr and water qualilty, for
waste disposal, and for noise abatement. Established
standards, including but not limited to, all state,
reglonal, district or county standards shall bde
indicated and records and estimates of past and
future verformance shall be provided as well as
information on other environmental aspects.

Architectural concept indlcating compatibility of
facilities with environment.

A listing of federal, state, regional, county, &istrict,
or municipal agencies from which approvals either have
been obtained or will de sought coverinz various
aspects of the proposed facility, and the planned
schedule for obtaining those approvals not yet

received,




(NOTE: The filing lead time and the require-
ments set forth In naragraphns 7, Hand I of ~
this section do not apply to applications
covering generation facilities for widch a
certificate of puvlic convenlence and neces-
sity has been or will also be issued by the
Energy Commission.)

Seetion 5. An electrical puvlic utility desiring to build
transmission line facilities for immedizte or eventual operation in
excess of 200 kv shall file for a certificate of nublic convenience
and necessity not less than twelve months prior to the date of a
required decislon by the Commission unless the Commission authorizes
2z shorter oseriod because of exceptional clrcumstances. 4An apoii-
catlion for a cextificate of oublic convenience znd necessity shall
include, or have attached to it, in addition to tae data required by
thc Eules of Procedure, the followinz:

A. A stavement of the reasons why and the date wien
completion and oneration of the nroposed trans-
mission line will be necessary to promote the
safety, health, comfort and convenience of tne
public.

A map of cultable scale of the proposed routing
showing detalls of the right~of-way in the vicin-
ity of settled areas, parks, recreational areas,
scenic arceas, and oxisting electrical transmlssion
lines within cne mile of tThe proposed route,

Proposed transmiscsion line descerintion and esti-
mated cost covering tower design ané appearance;
helghts, conductor sizes, iritial and ultimate
veltages and cavacities, commatibility with
cavironment.

Reasons for adoption of the rouse celected
including comparison with alternative routes.

A schedule showing the program of right-of-way
acquisitlon and ccastruction.

A listing of the governmental agencles with
which proposed route reviews have been under-
taken, including a written azency resihonse £o
anplicant!s written regquest for 2 brief nosition
statement by that agency. In the absence of a
wrltten agency position cstatement, the utility
may submlit 2 statement of its uncderstanding of
the position of such agencies.




Section 8. Where an Environmental Data Statement (EDS) iz
required under tae provislons of this rule and Rule 17.%, it may
include the data set forth in varagraphs A through J of Section 4
and paragraphs A through F of Section 5.

Section 7. Notice of the filing of each zpplication for a
certificate of nublic coanveanlence and necessity shall be given oy
the eleectrical public utility to: the county and municinal pianning
commissions and the county and municinal legislative bodies for each
county or city in which the proposed facllity will be located, the
state hignway enzineer, other interested »warties having requested
such notification; and, in addition, in the case of electric zener-
ation facilities, to: <%the Secretary of the Resources Azency,
representing the Nepartments of Conservation, Water Resources, Parks
and Reereation, Fisn and Game, and Navigation and Ocean Development,
and to the Department of Fuolie Health, to the Weter Resources Control
Board, to the Calliforniz Rezional Water Quality Control Board, to the
Alr Resources Board, to the ALr Pollution Control District, il any,
in whose jurisdiction the proposed facility will be located, to the
Department of Public Works, Division of Aeronautics, and to the State
~ands Commission. Sald notices shall be given by regular mall nod
more than ten days after the filing of the application and the utility
shall file a Neclaration of Malliny with the Commission. Notice shall
k80 e glven to the general pudblic by advertisement, not less than
once a week, two weeks successively in & newspaper or newspapers ol
genersl circulation in the county or counties in which the nroposed
Tacility will be located, the first pudblication to be no iater Ihan
ten days after filing of the application.

(NOTE: The additional notice requirements

set forth zbove in Section 7 in tiae case of
electric generation facllities do not anply
to anplications for which a certificate of
public¢ convenience and necessity nas veen or
will also be issued oy the Energy Commission.)

Section 8. Trnose to whom notice has been sent uxnder Section 7
hereof and any other party entitled under the Commission's Pules to
participate in a2 nroceeding for a certificate of public converlence
ané necessity may, within thirty days after the notice was malled
and published, request that the Commission hold hearings on the
anplication. Any such reguest should include the reasonz thercfor.
If the Commission, as the result of 4ts »reliminery investigation
after suen regquests, determines that nublic hcarings should be held,
notice shall be sent To each party who is entitled to notice or aas
requested & nearing.

Section 9. If the Commission issued the certificate 1t shall,
in determining the nresent or future nublic convenience and neces=-
sity, find that the construction of the »roposed facllity:




Is reasonably required to meet area demands
for oresent and/or future reliadle and economic
electric service; and

Will not produce an unreasonable dburden on
natural resources, aesthetics of the area in
vhich the proposed facilities are to be
located, nudblic health and safety, alr and
water Quality in the vicinity, or parks,
recreational and scenic areas, or historic
sites and buildings or archecloglcal sites.

Section 10. This General Order shall become effective on
Fed Yulny 20, 1976.

é,Issued at9$gn Francisco, California, this _/27%4 day of
—Lebranr, , 1976.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Maﬂ-n_) . Svoen

WILLIAM R, JO ON
Executive Director




