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Decision No. 85509 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COlflD1ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~"n:A 

Application of the City of Novato ) 
to construct a bicycle and pedes- ) 
drian crozsi~g of the Northwestern ) 
Pacific Railroad Company. ) 

Application No. 55585 
(Filed M~ch 26, 1975) 

The City of Nc,vato requests authority to construct popular 
Torrace Pathway, as a bicycle and p~~dcstria.n cross ins- , at grade 
across the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad CompanyJs 
r·~,ain I,ine in the City of Novato, Marin County. The proposed crossing 
is adjacent to the Franklin Avenue Overhead (Crossing S-27.5-A) of 
u. s. Hi~hway 101. 

The City of Novato is the lead agency for this project 
purs~ant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as 
amended. After review of an environ~ental information data sneet 
,re"a:r~d by the City's Environmental Revievl Committee, it was found 
that the project would not have a significant effect on the environ-

ment and would, tneref~f~1 a~~ r~~ifg an !nvironm@nt~l Imp~ct 
Ro:?ort. A Notice o£ Findin9s was :filed with the Mari.n County Cler)<: 

on November 12, 1974. 
Notice of the application was published in the Comm~ssionrs 

Daily Calendar on March 27, 1975. No ~rotests have heen received. 
P. pu:bl::'c hea.rin9 i!: not necessary_ 

F!ND!NGS -----_ ...... .,.. 

After consideration, the Commission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authoriz~d to construct Popular Terrace 
Pat~way at grade across the tracks of the Nor~hwcstern P~eific 

RaiJ.:::-oad Company I s ~1ain Line in the City of Novato, r1arin County I 
~t the location and substantially as shown by the plan attached 
to the ~plication. 
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2. Dimensions, configurations, clearances and ~alkways should 
b~ ~u~3tantially in accordance with the plan set forth in the 
~pplication ~~d co~ply with a~plicable rules and general orders of 
the Corr;mission. 

3. Cost of the crossing and installation and ~aintenance 
expense of its automatic protection should be borne in accordance 
with an agrec~ent to be entered into between the parties. 

4. ~1aintcnance of the crossing should be in accordance with 
General Order 72-B. 

s. The Co~mission has considered the City of Novato's No~ice 
of Findinss and finds with reasonable certainty that this ?roject 
will not have a si~nificant effoct on the environment. 

CON C I, '(J S ION S ---------_ ... 
On the basis of the foregoin~ findings, we conclude that 

the 4pplication should be grantee:. as set forth in the following 
order: 

QE.~~R 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Novato is authorized to construct Popular 
Terrace Pathway at grade across the tracks of the North~estern 
Pacific Railroad Company's l1ain Line in Marin County, at the 
location and substantially as ~hown by the plan attached to the 
application, to be idcntific~ as Crossin9 5-27.46-D. 

2. Protection at the crocsing shall be two Standard No. 10 
flashing-light type pedestrian si9na1s (General Order 75-C). The 
"Pedestrian Railroad Grada Crossin9 Sign" shall be modified to read 
"Bicycles and Pedestrians Only". 

3. Construction of the crossing sball be equal or superior to 
St~ndard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

4. Clearances shall confo~ to General Order 26-D. 
5. N'alkwZlYs sh.all conform to General Order 118~ 
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6. Construction expense of the crossing and installation cost 

of i'r;.s automatic protection !jhall be borne in accordance with an 
agre~ment to be entered into between the parties rel~tivc thereto. 
A copy of said agreement, together with plans of said crossin~ 
approved by the Northwestern P~cific Railroad Company shall be filed 

~lith the Commission before co~mencin~ construction. Should the 
?~r~ies fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs by 

fu::-t:"ler order. 
7. lIainter.ance of the crossin~ shall be in accordance wit'!'\ 

Gcnerul Order 72-B. z.1aintenance cost of automatic protection shall 
be borne in accordance with (In agreement to be entered into be~~een 
tne ?arties relative thereto pursuant to the ~ro~isions of 
Scc~io~ 1202.2 of the Public Utilities coee. 

s. ~Ji thin thirty days after completion pursuant to this order, 
ap~licant chall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised wit~~n 
... ·;/0 yca=c unless time be extended or if the cl>ovc conditionj arc 
not co~,licd with. Authorization may be revoked or modifiee i: 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so re~ire. 

The effective d'lte of this order sh~ll be twen'cy d~y= 
after 'the date hereof. 

San 'ha.ndBeo 
Dated at __________ ..... ___________ , California, thi~ 

o.ay of ___ ---::M.:.:..:.A,:.:,.R:,.:.:C ... H......;.. ___ , 1976. 

~~z to. • ~ ......... 

,N ,'~ , 

t Corr.missioners 
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