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Decision ):0. 85585 
Z:::;FO~\E THE PUBLIC uTILITIES COI';I iIS:;' IOE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORiUA 

I~ the Matter of the Investica- ) 
tion for the ~urposc of consid- ) 
e:rine: and determining :nini~l:.l:n ) 
rates for transport~tion of any ) 
and .::.11 cornmodi ties st:lte~'lidc ) 
includins, O:.lt not li~ited to ) 
those rates w~ich ~re provided ) 
in i·finimu.-"l Rate Tariff 2 and the) 
revis~ons or reissues thereof. ) 

) 
And Related ~atters ) 

) 
) 

C2.::ie No. :;439 
Co.se 11;0. 54:';::' 

SUPPLEI'lENTAL O?I!';rO:T Ai!!) On?:lF.? 

On September 12, 1975, ~~ere was sent to interested 
parties for corr.r.';.0nts or su~r:;e:.tions, a re,ort prepared oy the Com­
~:ssion's Transportation Division ~reisht tcono~ics Branch staff, 
propos1n~ t~at the transportation of flattened ~utomobi1e bodies 
be .;xeraptcd from tl'l.c application of tl1e :.linir.'1ul':1 rates in r·1in1mum 
Rate Tariffs 2, l-B, 9-B and 19. 

Acoordin~ to the report, the staff founa that there is no 
specific clas:;ification for fla.ttened automobile ·ocdies .. and for 
ratin: !Jurpos~::;, the specific cOl':"';Joclity nus:;. be cla::.sii'iec'l by 

,'l:'lalO~y.1 It h:?s been c1eter::linec to i)C .'10::t 010:.e1y analogous 'co 

Iron or Steel Scra.p) HOI, not cO!"ger clad, a~ ::;~t forth in Item . 
106610 of the Governin~ Classification and sub~~ct to ~ truckload 
ro.tin!;: of Claec 35, !"ninimur.l \'Jcieht 50,000 Qounds. 1'ho~ transporta­

tion charncteri:tics of flattc:'led automobile ~oei~s and Iron or 
Stee 1 Sera" nor, o.r~ not th~ saIne. Pl~,ttcl'lecl ~uto!:lobile bodies 
arc trans!"or':ed on flatbed:: ~'li thout sides and iron or ::teel scrap 
is tran:~orted in steel aec~ed flatbed equip~~~t ~ith ~ide boards 
, 
"'See Item )121 of l~ationo.l ;'iotor ?reicbt Cla::sification .::7 100 ;;, 

"" ... , p ~r C ,~ (.... . Cl . f' i ) ~~... .u •• ~j ~overn~nt aS51 ~cat on . 
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or dump truck equipment. The tare weights of the fo:rmer and latter 
types of equipment are respectively 28,000 pounds and 38,000 to 
~O,OOO pounds. Loading of flattened automobile bodies by forklift 
requires less time than th~ loadin¢ of iron or steel scrap. 

The present rates are not responsive to the transportation 
of flattened automobile bodies as evidenced by the fact that five 

~arriers have, since January 9, 1974, requested rate re~ief for this 
transportation. In all decisions pertaining to this transportation, 
the Comm1ssion has found that there were favorable circumstances 2 

attend~~t to this traffic not generally prevalent in the usual or 
ordina~y transportation services performed by highway carriers under 

the provisions of rUnimum Rate Tar!.ff 2. 

Hritten corr.ments were received fro .... Califorr:.ia Trucking 
Association, Department of California Hiehway Patrol, Fresno Iron 
& Metal Co.) Inc., Vincent Ganduglia Trucking, Schnitzer Steel 
Products of California, Inc., Vil1iam C. Scott, State Solid Waste 
~~anaeement Board, Gordon H. Tamplin ar:d Tow Car Associatior., Inc. 
All of the above parties except Gordon H. Tampl!.n ana California 

Trucking Association support the starrrs proposal. 

Gordon W. Tamplin did not request hearing in this ~atter. 
He stated that he felt that the commodity should not be exempt from 
rate regulation but that fair and just rates should be eztablished 
for this transportation and such rates should be enforced through 

the shipper and not the carrier. 
California Trucking Association (eTA) opposes the staff's 

proposal and requests a hearing in this matter. CTA alleges that 
the proposal is inconsistent "II:!. th the COITl.''!llssion' s statutory 
responsibilitiez and cites Section 3662 of the Public Utilities Code 
which provides that the Co~~lssion TI ••• shall ••. establ!sh just, 

reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates." 

2Shipments tendered to the involved carriers were respectively loaded 
and unloaded with power eqUipment expeditiously by the shipper and 
consignee without expense to said carri~rs. The ca~riers were only 
required to tie-do~n and secure the loads and transport the property 
from origin to destination. (See Decisior.s 82964, 336l9, 84420, 
84493 and 84596). 
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This CO:';".;-;:ission ~'las :1istorically exc;;:pt;ec:i. cO!l1!lloclities 

fro::l ninir.:u.r.l rates 1'rjJen it ~T:::S of the opinion tha.t t:1e applicable 

r:ini!,'.u;l r~tes and rul~s Vlere not a!'r:\ropriat~ or !,racticablc oj" 

a!,!,lic~tion to the trans,o:"tat1on of the co:rmodity i.i1volvl~d. (See 

Decizions )0;30, 31134, 38732 ~~d G5974.) Contrary to eTA's 
allec;ation, tl1e exemption of unusu.al cO!':" .• noditiC:s fro~ :.linimura r.ates 

does not violate existing law and legislative policy. (See Decision 

8013),1, rehearin~ <1enied by Deci3ion 00596, }:-i t of nevic~'l uenied.) 

The issue that this Co:rur.ission !;,\,ust determizle is lrhetl'ler 

t~e t~nns90rtation of flattened automobile bodies is ~uch that "the 
rulec and re5u1at1ons :;pon whic!'l :nini;.:~;; rates :iere ):"edicated 

i':cre not intended and are not appropriate for t11is type of servic~. I: 

(Sec Decision G579 lr.) s:'hz CO~is3ion is convinced that the trans-

portation of flattened automobile bodies falls ~lthin th~t category. 

As cited in the staff report, there 1s no spocif1c classification 
for flo.ttcl'lcd automolJile jJodi~z. ~hcy are classiried by ~maloc;y 

as Iron 0:' Steel Scrap) llrOr, iiot cO!'l'er clad. Tile analo~ bct\':ecn 

f12.ttened automobile bodies and iron 0:" steel ;;iCra? is unrca::> onabIe • 

Th2 public interest does not require t!ie CO!1ti!lU~nCe of minimum 

rates for the transportation of flattened o.uto~obile bodies. ~1e 

pr~sent less-then-l"'lini;'!um rate: granted to the various carriers 

are not suitable for 9ublication ~s T:',inimur:l rates. 'rhe request for 

hearine by eTA will, therefore, be denied. 

The staff report and re?lies thereto are respectively 
::."I?ceived in ~viclencc as :ex Parte Exhibits C:::i '~~,,:, 02:, ::::~: ::'r.. Case 
3432. 

Upon cons1deration or :;:1e ~vi<lei"!cc i:'1 ',;:-.10 .. )r('ce0v.1 ... ~,,;., 
the Commiosion finds that· the ~tC'.fi" s 1")roljos~l i::; re.1:3on-.:.blc .:.nd . . . 
;juzt1f1cd.. A ,utl1e he::rln,":: 1s n'ot n~cess:'.ry. :"11C Commission 

conclucle~ th~t :I1nij~lUl7l ;:'::'~0 T.'1:"1ff 2 shoul l.:! be a':on(lc.~ ,"'.ccorclincly 

by the order here1n. 'J:ll'le other tariffs \Till bc amended by separate 
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orderc "nd t11c invol vecl 'carif'f revisio:')s ':;l.ll i"ll," c0l1::o1iuated '.':1 ti'l. 

other tnriff r-.mendment::; required i);} D.?CiSiot65584to avoid du.;.l 

adj 14ctl:ents i11 COMHO.\ t:.riff :!o.2:0S and ·i;;lC addod ,;>r1~t1n~ and 

distribution expenses. 
1'1' IS ORDE~!ZD that: 

1. ;.:ini:·!u!':". :\ate Tariff 2 (AI'~endi:. :: of ,)ecisio!1 31Li06, a::; 

Amended) is further acended by incor~oratinG th~rein) to become 
c!'fec'~i ve April 17) 1 :;7G) Sixty-second ?;L'vised ?ap:c 14, atto.ched 

~Jereto and by t~'li::; reference .nade a. 9a:'t i~ercof. 
2. Cor:u~o:., carriers suoj ect to the :E'ublic Utili tie::> Act) to 

the extent tl'lat they are ::ubject to Decisior;. J1::506) as n.mendec., 
a!'<? he!'eby o:..!thor:i.~ed to 0st3.bli:;:;h in their- t.~.riff:; ·i:.i1C revisions 

!"'.ec~s::Jo.r:7 to confor:l ~·[i th the furt11er a(lj ustment ordered :1erein. 

3. Ta.riff p1.11)lications a.uthorize':;. to :':'e ,:!ade ';)y CO:T'.r.lon car-

ric:':; a8 <" result of the orile::o :1erei~1 s~1o.11 ~~e fi1c(: .10t {.:arlier 

than the effective ~ate or thiz orde:' ~nd may be ~aJe ~ffective not 

earlier th3.!1 t::e ten'';~1 da.y after t:'lC eff~ctive date of tl1is order 

on no": leze than te11 ~1.aJs' notice to t:le c.:o!'1l"iissio~ and "Co '.;he 

public if filed not lat::r tha:"J. Z:l.:":ty cl3.~7; c.rter t:'.Ie effective date 

of the !flinil'!'lUm rate tariff i)ace incor90r:;xec1 in tl1is or~er. 

4. Ccr:unol1 carriers) in cS'.;ablisitir:e; and l';laintainine; the 

:=J.!",endments auth~rized hereinabove) arc herc',:)y o.uthorizc:d to depart 

from the provisionz of Section 4Gl.~ of th~ fublic Utilities Code 
to the ,=x~ent nece:'3~ar~7 to ~djus·.; lonr.- a.nd :;ho::'t-:1aul c.cpartures 

no'.':' ::la1ntained unc.1~r outstandine: authorizO-\;ionz; ~::.uC~! ou'C::;tancl1ne; 

authorizations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary 

to cOMf)ly ~':ith thi::, or,~~er; o.i~d :.chedul~s contalninc "the ;J.tnenar.lcntz 

published under thiS autr.ority shall l:l.ak.z reference to t!'le prior 

orders author1zinc lon~- and ~hort-~aul departures and ~o this 

order. 
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aftcr the c.:.at~ i1creof. 
n~ted a.t Sm, ?l"8.nei~cC", Cc1.1J.forr.ia, this It. ~ c.::t~; .,r 

~·:.'rc\~) lU7(;. 

~~~ .. ~ 
{ '::omr.::Ls:::ioners 

-,,-
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SECrION 1--RULES OF GENER.\L "PPLICATIO:: (Continued) 

APPLICATlm: OF TAAIFF--Cc;t.'~V.ODITIES (Continued) 
(Items 40, 41 and '2) 

Except as otherwise spccifically provided in this tariff, rates named herein apply 
for the transportation of ~ll commodities except as provided in Paragraphs 1, 2 or 3 
oelow: 

1. Rate6 in this tariff will not apply to the transportation of commodities when 
GuOject to the rates provided in the following minimum rate tariffs (or successive 
issues thereof): 

3-A - Livestock 
4-B - Used household goods, personal etfects and Office, store and institution 

furniture, fixtures and equipment 
6-B - Petroleum and petroleum products, as described, when transported in bulk 

in tank trucks, t~,k trailers or tank semitrailers 
7-A - Property, as described, when transported in dump truck equipment 
B - Presh fruits, tresh vegetables and specified empty contAiners 

10 - Cement and other specified commodities 
11-A - Uncrated new furniture 
12 - ~1otor vehicles, as descrioed in sccondary movement by truckaway service 
13 - CommOdities tr~sported oy vacuum-type and pump-type tank vehicles 
14-1\ - Specified agricultural commodities, in bulk 
15 - Yearly, monthly, weekly and hourly vehicle unit rates 
17-A - Property, as described when transported in dump truck equipment - Southern 

C~li!ornia 
10 - Trailer coaches and campers 
20 - Rock, sand and gravel in dump truck equipment - Northern California 
¢2. Rates in tl\is tariff w111 not apply to shipments consisting of the following 

contr.'loditie3: 
Accessories, motion picture 
Automobiles, set up (when rates are not otherwise provided in Xin~~um Rate Tariff 12) 

ITEM 

Oaggage ¢'O 
·Oodies, automobile, flattcned 
nuttermilk, liquid (subjcct to ~ote 1) 
C~rricrD (used packages), as described in Items 320 and 321 of the Exception Ratings 

Tariff, empty returning or forwared for return loads (subject to Note 2) 
Cer.lCnt Clinker 
COncrete transportod in motor vehicles cquipp~ for mech~~ical mixing in tr~~3it 
COttage Cheese (subject to ~ote 1) 
Cotton 
Cream (subject to Note 1) 
Directories, telephone 
Eggs, other ~~an shelled, desiccated or frozen (subject to Note 3) 
Fert:ilizers, dS described in Items 540, 560 and 5S0 of the Exception Ratings Tariff 
Pilni, motion picture 
Fruit, dried, unmanufactured and un?rocessed (subject to Note 3) 
Pruit, fresh or green, including datcs, fresh, not cold pack nor frozen (when rateS 

,'re not othcrwiuc pr.Qvidcd in l1inimum :'{.~tc Tarif.f 0) 
Fruit, which arc placed in a prescrvative and are destined to a cannery tor pro­

cessing into a preset'\'ed or picKl~C: !'ruit 
~~gicides, agricultural 
Furniture, household appliances and other home furnishings which have been sold at 

retail by a retail merchant, transported from retail stores or retail store ware­
houses, or transported from retail customers to retail stores or. retail store 
warehouscs (subject to Note 4) 

Furniture, uncrated, new, of state, county or m~~icipal governments, or transport~d 
under ~, agreement whereby thc governments contracted for ~~e carrier's services 

lIops 
Houses which have been Giscngaged from ~~eir !oundations, or sections thereof and 

integral parts or contents When ~1e contents are tr~sported within the houaes 
Hulls, almond, including shells and other waste from ~~e hulling and shelling 

of almonds, not processed for use as animal or poultry teed 
Icc Cream ~~x, unflavored (~ubject to Note 1) 
Insecticides, agricultur~: 
Jewelry transported from or to wholesale houses in packages weighing 10 pounds or less 

(Continued in Item 41) 
~-------~~~~=d-~-i-~-~-'o-n--~;~-Dc--C-~-·s--io-n--~-.·o--.-Ef!5~t)~ 

Correction 

EFFECTIVE 

ISSUED BY THE PUDLIC UTI~ITIES COr~ISSI~~ OF THE STATE OF CA~IFORNIAI 
SAN FRAN eI seo l CALI FORrI I A, 


