
Decision :·Io. 85689 

B:FO:1E THE PUBLIC UTILITI~~S C01J!ISSION OF THE STATE Or.' CALI!"ORNIA 

In the ~Iatter of t!'le A,!.'lication) 
of NATIOlJAL TAme LINES, a ) 
co~poration, for authority to ) 
control USA TANK LnreS, a ) 
corporation. ) 

o P I :J I 0 :,r -------

Application No. 56211 
(Filed January 10, 1976) 

Nationo.1 Ta."ll{ Lines, a California corporation, seeks 
auti10ri ty to control USA Tank Lines, a Ca11forn1o. corporation, 

tl~roue;h stock purchase. 
USA Tanlc Lines operates as a highN~y C01'l'lr.lon carrier of 

petroleum products, in bulk, in insulated tanks, pursuant to a cer­

tificate of public convenience and necessity cra."lted by Deci~10n 
82601, dated ~Iarch 19, 1974, in Applicatiol"l 54443. It is autho­
rized by its Articles of Incorporation to issue 20,000 shares of 
its '~10 par value com."!lon stock. Currently, only 1,000 shares of 
such stoel: are issued and outstanC:ing and are held by USA PetroleUtl 

Corporation. Consieeration for these shares 1$ $160,000. 
rJat10nal Tank Lines is engaced in the business of 

buyinc;, distribut1nt:; al'ld sellinc pct!"oleUl:l products. It also 

holds a petrole~ irreeul~r route certificate of public convenience 

and necessity granted by this Co~ssion in Decision 44476 dated 

June 27,1950 in Application 31254. All of its issued and out­

standing capital stoc!: consisting of 3,500 shares are o\'rned by 
ueo 011 COLlpany, a California corporation, l'lh1c!1 also owns all 

issued ~~d outst~~dinc stock of Southern Tank L1nes, a California 

corporation, which holds a ~ctro1eum 1rregula!" route certificate of 
public convenience and necessity granted by Decision 81282 dated 
April 17, 1973 in Application 53834 and h1ghway carrier perrnits 

issued by this Cornr.U.ss10n. 
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P •• 56211 - J\'J:N 

It i~ a11~g~d that after ac~uisition or control, if 
approved by the Cou~\izsion, t~e officers ~~e directors of USA 

T~~k Lines will consist of persons who have cons1derab1e experience 
in the for-hire motor carrier 1:>usiness and that there will be no 
adverce effect UpOl'l the final1cial condition of the motor carrier 
business a.."ld there will be no change in the rates or other charges 
nO\'1 assessed to the pub lic. 

l'!otice of the f11i115 of t~'le app11cat1on ,,'as ,:nade 1n the 
Commission's Daily Calendar of January 27, 1976. rJo protests to 
tbe application have been :,"eceived. 

After considerat1on, the Co~ssion finds that control 

of USA Tanl<: Lines by i-Jat1onal Tanlc Lines i,,"ould not be aC:verse to 
the public lntere::>t. As hereinbefore stated, i:~ational TanIo: Lines 
and Southern Tal~ Lines both hold statew1de petroleum irregular 
route carrier certificates and both are wholly oNned subsidiaries 
of UCO Oil Com,any. Since the Com.1ssion does not perl'11 t the hold­
ins of duplicate operat1ne authorities, National Tank Lines has 
requested that itc cert1f1co.te be suspended for one year so that 
it may find a buyer. ~le order herein ~dll provide for such sus­
penSiOl'l and revocation of tl'le certificate if a tral'lsfer application 
is not filed i'11 thin the one-~rear period. Additionally, because of 
the affiliation a~ong the several entities an alter-ego restriction 
will be placed on their operating auth.orit1es. 

The COI!'J:n1ss1on concludes that the acqu1si t10n of control 
of USA Tank Lines, as requested in the application, should be 
authc-r1zed. A public hearin: is not necessary. The Commission 
also concludes that the effective date of this order should be the 
date 01'). \'lhich it is s1zned because there is no knOVTn op!,osi t10n 
and ther~ is no re~son to delay gr~~tine the authorization re­
quested. 

-2-



o H 1) E R - - - --
IT IS O~DEnED that: 

1. i~ationo.l Tank Line$, a California corporation, may cor..trol 
USA Tank Lines, a California corporation. 

2. :':1 thi·J"l. ninety days after the date hereof, .,rational Ta.'1.k 
Lines and USA Tanl:: Lines shall file reports 1nformne. the Con."llss10n 
','1l1ethe:, or not the control authorized has been completed. 

3. In the event the control authorized in paraeraph 1 is 
conpleted" effective concurrel"ltlywith the effective date such 
control is accomplished, the certificates of public convenience and 
necessity held by USA Tank Lines and Southern T:lnk Lines are amended 
by the appendices attached hereto in the follo~'rinr; mMner: 

a. Amend Appendix A of Decision 82601 by SUbstitutine 
First Revised Pace 2 in place of Original Page 2. 

b. l~end Appendix A of Decision 81282 by substituting 
First Revised Page 1 in place of Original Pace 1. 

4. The certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
operate as a petroleum irregular route carrier gr~'1.ted to National 
Tank Lines by Decision 44476 in Application 31254 is hereby placed 
in voluntary suspension for a period of one year, coornenc1ns with 
the effective date of this order. If ~'1. ap?licat1on to transfer 
the certificate is not filed ~ .. l'i thin this period, the certificate 
shall be automatically cancelled \IT! thout any further order of the 

CO::lt".1ssi on. 
5. During tl'le period of suspension, i'Jational Tank Lines 

shall continue to file quarterly reports and pay fees pursuant 
to Sect1o~ 5003.1 of the Public Utilities Code and file an annual 
financial report \'l1th the Cocmiss:lon. 
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The e :rccti ve datI.;; or ';:-.. 15 order 1e th~ date hereof. 

;)a~ed at S~n ~ranc1sco ~ C~11forn1a~ t:,,1s 13~ day of 

~',:."lr11) 1976. 

Commissioner D. w~ Holmes. being 
nccc:;:;arlly absetlt'. did not part1c1pa:t.e 
in the d1s~s1~1on or this procee41ng. 
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Append.ix A 
(D.31282) 

SO:J?HE[~N TAl'll( LINES 
(a California corporation) 

First Revised Page 1 
Ca.."'lcels 

Oric:inal Page 1 

Southern Ta."l.lc Lines, by the certificate of publiC 
convenience an~ necessity grunted by the dec1s1on noted in the 
mareln, is authorized to conduct operations az a petrole~ 
irreeu1ar route carr1er, as defined in Section 214 of the Public 
Utilities Code, for the tr~"'lsportatlon of petroleum and petro1cuc 
products in tanl< trucks and ta.."lk trailers bet~'leen all pOints and 

places in the State of California. 

;mSTRICTIONS: 

*'!henever Southern Tanl< Lines encages other carriers 
for the transportation of property of Southern Tank 
Lines, USA Tank Lines" a co::"porat1on, National Tanl-c 
Lines, a corporation, or UCO Oil Company, a corporation, 
or customers or suppliers of said corporations, 
Southern Tank Lines, shall not pay such other car-
riers rates and charGes less tban the rates and charges 
published in Southern Ta.."lk Lines' t~riffs on file \'!ith 
this COmIi'.iss1on. 

Transportation of \o.1aste r.1aterials un<.lcr this certificate 
is subject to obtaining and ~aintainin~ a valid recistra­
tion certificate as a hauler of liquid waste from the 
State Hater Resources Control Board. 

(END OF APP:ZNDIX A) 

Issuea by California Public Utilities Commission. 

';;'Amended by Decision 85689 , Application 56211. 



Appendix A 
(D.S2CiOl) 

USA TAi;!~ LIlmS 
(a Calito~ia corporation) 

First Revised Page 2 
Cancels 

Or1c1nal Faze 2 

7. U.s. H1~!may 50 between Sacramento and the Californio.­
Nevada State Line; 

8. U.S. H1g.'l'o'ray 395 bet~"een the California-Nevada State 
1ine, neo.r Topaz Lake~ and its junction with Interstate 
H1:huay 15~ near Hesperia; 

9. Interstate Hi£;.."lNay 15 bet~4een its junction "'ith 
Inter~tate Hig."l\lray 10 and the Co.lifornia-Hevada State 
Line; Interstate Hig.~\·'ay 40 (U.S. Hizh,,:ay (6) > between 
Barstow and Needles> via. ArJboy :l."ld Essex; 

10. State Hizl~'''Tay 60 bet1'reen the City of Los A.."le;eles 
and its Junct10n with Il'lterstate !{i:;h~'lay 10 at 
5eauoont; 

11. State Hi51'lway 127 bet\'reen Bal~er ~'1d the California­
Nevada State Line; 

12. In'tcrstate High\.,ay 8 bet~'Teen San Diego and t~1e 
California-Arizona State Line. 

ii\'lhenever USA Tanlc Lines engages other carrier 
for the transl'ortation of propert7 of USA Tank 
Lines, Sou'chern Ta.'11<: Li!'les, a corporat1on~ 
National Taruc Lines, a corpor~tion7 or UCO Oil 
Company> a corporation, or customers or sUP91iers 
or said corporations> USA Tank Lines, shall not 
pay such other carriers rates ~"ld charges less 
than the rates and charges published in USA 
Tanl< Lines' tar1rr~ on file tori th this Cot:lmiss1or:.. 

Tran~portation of waste materials under this 
certificate is subject to obtaining and ma1nta1nin~ 
a valid registration certificate as a hauler of 
liquid '(taste from the State Uater Resources 
Control Board. 

(END OF APPENDIX A) 

Issued by California Public Utilities Co~ssion. 

"Ar.lended by Decision 85689, A!ip1ieation 56211 .. 


