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Decision No. 85828 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of Huntington) 
Beach to construct a grade separation) 
of Ellis Ave. under the Southern ) 
Pacific Transportation Company's ) 
Stanton-Huntington Beach Branch Line ) 
in the City of Huntington. Beach. ) 

OPINION -------

Application No. 56238 
(Filed January 27 ~ 1976) 

The City of Huntington Beach requests authority to construct 
a new grade separation of Ellis Avenue under the tracks of the Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company's Stanton-Huntington Beach Branch in the 
City of Huntington Beach, Orange County. 

The priority list of grade separation projects for the fiscal 
year 1975-76, as set forth in Decision 84530, shows this project as 
Priority 103. 

The City of Huntington Beach is the lead agency for this 
project pursuant to the Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. 
After review of the Negative Declaration~ the City Council of the City 
of Huntington Beach approved the project and on ~Arch 31, 1976 filed a 
Notice of Determination with the Orange county clerk which Eound 
"~hat the project will not have a significant (substantial adverse) 
effect on the physical environment". 

Notice of the application waS published in the Commission's 
Daily Calendar on February 2, 1976. No protests have been received. 
A public hearing is not necessary. 
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F 1. N ~.1 r! Q e 
Afte~ consideration, the Comcission ZinQs: 

1. Applicant should be autho~ized to construct Ellis Avenue at 
separated graQes un~er the tracI~ of ti~e Southern Pacific Transporta· 
tion Coopany~s Stanton-Ht4~'ingto~ Beach Branch in the City of 
Hu~tington Beach, Orange County, at the location and substantially 
as shown by plans attached to the application, to be identifie~ as 
Crossing BAA-S22.11-B. 

2. Clearances shoulc be in eccoreance with General Orclcr 2G-D. 
3. vjall~ay al:eas sboulcl conform to Ge:'leral Order IlS. Wal!cway 

areas acljacent to any trac!~ge subject to r~il ope~ations shoul~ be 
maintained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored to 
their original conclition in the event of,damage during'construction. 

4. Construction and maintenance costs should be borne in 
accordance with an agreemen'i: to be entercci into between the parties 
relative thereto, anci a copy of said agreecent, together with plans 
of the crossing approvecl by the Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company, should be filed with the Commission prio~ to coocenc!ng 
construction. Shoulc the parties fail to agree, the Comcission will 
apportion the costs of const~\lction and maintenance by further order. 

S. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant to 
the California Environmental quality Act of 1970, as amended, and 
on January 21, lS75 approvecl its Negative Declaration which has been 
filed with the COQCission. The Commission has considered the 
Negative Declaration and Notice of Determination in rendering its 
decision on this project ane fincls tbat: 

3. The environmental icpact of the proposee 
action is insignificant. 

b. The plannec:. construction is ,the most 
feasible and economical that will avoic 
any possible environmental impact. 

c. There ~re ~o lcnown ir.ceversible environ
mental cbanges involved in this project. 

-2-



e 
A. 56233 bz/vp * 

CON C L U S ION S -....,-----------
On the basis of ~he foregoing findings, we conclude that 

the application should be grantecl as set forth in the followinS order: 

1'I IS ORDERED tba t: 
1. The City of Huntin8ton Beach is authorized to construct 

Ellis Avenue at separated grades under ct,e t~acl~ of the Southern 
Pacific T~an3portation Company's Stanton-Huntington Beach Branch in 
the City of Huntinzton Beach, Orange County, as set forth in the 
findines of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days afte~ completion,pu~s~nt to this oreer, 
applican: shall so advise the Commission in ... ·1t'iting. 

This authorization shall e:tp:'re if not exercised within 
three years unless tice be extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization ~y be revol<ed or codifiecl if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require. 

The effective clate of this order shall be twenty clay~ after 
the date hereof. --

~'r7~ Dated at ~ __ ~~~~~~~~n~e~~ _____ , California, this Ld 
MA"Y ---day of _________ , 1976. 
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