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Decision No. 85865 (o)lRr~rrn~OO~l 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application or CARL L. DAMSEN and 
LAURA J. DAMSEN, husband and wife 
doing business as DAMSEN WATER 
COMPANY to sell and JOSEPH L. RANDALL 
and NELDA G. RANDALL, husband a..."ld wife, 
as Joint Tenants to buy the water system 
in Tulare County . 

° PIN ION -------

Application No. 56413 
(Filed April 19, 1976) 

This application was filed to request authority to transfer 
a water system near Porterville, Tulare County, California, which 
serves 50 flat rate customers and 3 fire hydrants. The reported 
net plant at the close of 1975 amounted to $4,566.91. The sale price 
is $8,500. The payment terms arc $1,000 down, balance in 48 equal 
payments including 8t% interest. The sellers are a husband and wife 
who obtained a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
operate the system by Decision No. 54956 L~ Application No. 38345, 
dated May 7, 1957. Sellers allege that because of age ~~d physical 
illness they are no longer able to properly opera~e and manage the 

water system. 
?~rchasers allege a desire to purchase the water system for 

an investment and part time income after retirement this year. The 
purchaser is a licensed Civil Engineer and has worked for the 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. The purchasers' net 
worth as indicated in the application appears satisfactory. 

Applicants allege that: 
1. There are no customer deposits to establish credit. 

~. There are no main e~tension adv~c~s. 
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Findings 

1. Sellers are a husband and wife who have applied to sell the 
ut1l1ty plant and property because the husband 1s too old and ill to 
work on the system. 

2. Purcr~ser does not need the income from the water system 
to provide his living expenses. 

3. Purchaser is familiar with operations of water systems and 
appears capable of operating the system. 

4. It c~~ be seen with certainty that there is no ~osslbi11ty 
that the activity in question may have a si&~ificant. effect on the 
environment. 

5. The ~ropoced tranzfer will not be adverse to the pue11c 
interest. 

The Commission concludes that the application should be 
granted as ~rov1ded L~ the order which follows. The action taken 
herein does not constitute a finding as to the value or the or1g1nal 
cost of the properties autnorized to be transferred. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. On or before December 31, 1976, Carl t. Damsen and Laura J. 

Damsen ~ay sell and transfer the water system referred to 1n the 
a~plication to Joseph L. Randall and Nelda G. Randall. 

} 

2. As a condition of this grant of authority, purchaser shall 
assume the public utility obligations of seller within the area served 
by the water system oeing transferred and shall assume liability for 
refunds of all eX1stL~g customer deposits and advances pertaining to 
the water system beL~g transferred. 

3. W1th~~ ten days after completion of the transfer purchaser 
shall notify the Commission, in writL~g, of the date of completion and 
of the assumption of the ob11gations set forth in paragraph 2 of this 
order. 
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4. Purchaser shall either file a statement adopting the tariffs 
of seller now on file with this Commission or refile under its own 
name those tariffs 10 accordance with the procedures prescribed by 
General Order No. 96-A. No increase in rates shall be made unless 
authorized by this Commission. 

5. On or before the date of actual transfer, seller shall 
deliver to purchaser~ and the latter shall receive and preserve all 
records, memoranda~ and papers pertaining to the construction and 
~perat1on of the water system authorized to be transferred. 

6. On or before the end of the third month after the date of 
actual transfer purchaser shall cause to be filed with the Commission~ 
in such form as it may prescribe, an ~~ual report covering the 
operations of seller for the period commencing with the first day of 
the current year to and including the effective date of the transfer. 

7. Upon compliance with all of the terms and conditions of this 
order, seller shall be relieved of its public utility obligations 10 
connection with the water system transferred. 

The effective date of this order is twenty days after the date 

-hereof. 
Dated. at ___ S_a.:_:l_Fr3.:l_._c_i&:!..;;.o~_, California, this ~S~ day of 

____ M~~_Y ___ , 1976. 

Commissionor D. W. Holme~. boing 
necossarily absont. cia nQt ~~rt1c1~~t. 
in the d1s~os1tion or th1~ proceeding. 

Commissionor Lcon~r~ Ro~s. be1n~ 
nocossar117 ab,,~~t. ~1d n~t ~~rt1ci~ate 
in the ~1spo:1t1on ot t~i~ pro~cc¢~ng. 


