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Decision No. 86051 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~\~A 

. Investigation on the Com'ni ssion' s 
own QOt1on into the operations, 
pr&c.tic:.es, serv1c.e, equipment, 
facilities, rules, regulations, 
contracts A'Dd wate:' supply of 
the MQ.'ttER£Y PDt"INSOLA DISTRICI' 
OF CAL!FOR..~-~~I~'" WATER 
COMP~W ... & c.orporation. 

Case No .. 9530 
(Filed April 3, 1973) 

FOURTH INTERIM ORDER 

naC~ITOilllQ 
At the urgent request of t::ae Cal1fortd.a-Amer1can W&1:er 

Company (cal-Am), the Coum1ss1on held three days of hearings in trJ.s 
proceeding before Coaxnissioner Holmes and Examiner Boneyst.ele at 

Seaside on June 2S, 29, and 30, 1976. The hearings were celled 
purst.:&.'"lt to Sections 350 through 358 of the Water C<x:oo! £0:: ~ ~ 

of detenn.iniug 'w~ether a wate~ shortage eoergeney c.ondition exists 
wit.hin the area scrvee by Cal-Am's Monterey District such that .thc 

ordinary demands and requirecents of water consumers cannot be 
sat.isfied ~thout depleting the water supply of th~ utility to the 

exten~ that there would be insuffic.ient water for human consumption, 
~itet1on, and fi=e protection. 

The hearings were also for the purpose of adduc:.1ng evidence 
upon which the Cone1 ss10n c.ould adopt S'".:.ch regulations and restric­
tions on the delivery and ~tion o~ wat.er supplied for pul>l1c 'CSe 

as would, it:. the d1scretio:l of ehe Q:xnmi ssion, con:se:ve the water 

supply for the great.est public. benefit with particular regard to 

domestic use, sanitation, and fire protec.tion, aDd for the purpose of 
affording eonsu::ner~ D.t1 opportunity :'0 be heard to protest aga1n st arrr 
deelarat1o~ of a water shortage ecergeney by the Commission aDd to 
present their respective needs to the Cocm1ssion. 
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The hearing of June 29 was scheduled for from 5:00 to 
9:00 p.c. to allow people employed during the day an opportunity to 

protQst and to present theIr needs. 

Notice 
The Executive Director of the Coamission, on J\me 11, 1976, 

cailed a notice of the bearings to all appearances lJ.Dd 1cDown interested 
parties and Also to the chiefs of the various fire proteetioc ageneies 
depetlding 011 Cal-Am' s Monterey District to supply water for fire 

fighting purposes. 
Section 352 of the Water Code requires that notice of the 

time a:ld place of the hearing be published at least seven days prior 
to the date of hearing in 4 newspaper in the area. Such notice was 
publ1~hed on Ju:le 20, 1976 in the Monterey Peninsula Herald, and the 
hearings were public1zed by newspapers a:DCl by radio and television 
stations in the area. 
Water"'5hortage F.mergeney Conci tion 

A registered professional engineer employed by Cal-Am's 
~.onterey PeninsulA District, Steve Lonhart, tesified that during the 
summer months Cal-Am would be unable to ceet the demand.s of that part 

of its system below pumping ;>Uct lOAf' located at the mouth of the 
Carmel Valley. Because of iDadequate eapac.ity of the trans:nission 
mainl/ Cal-Am was. able to transmit only 1,100 acre-feet per month 

]/ The limited capacity o£ the Ca:uiel Valley tran-1mS salon main is 
described in our Dcc.1sion No. 84527, m1meo pages 24 e:ocl 25. 
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(equivalent to l8~l cubic feet per seeond~ past pumping plent lOA. 
In ~ddition to the 1.100 acre-feet per month that can be transmitted 
from the Caronel Valley, Cal-Am c.an pu:1p up to 500 acre-feet from the 
well~ drawing on the Seaside aquifers.~1 for a to~l of 1,600 acre­
feet per month available below pumping plant lOA. 

Against th1$ 1.600 ac:.re-fcet per QOUth that can be supplied 
by Cal-Am, Mr. Lot2h.art estimated that monthly demand for :.he months 
of July and August would be 1,885 acre-feet, for a deficit of 285 
acre-feet per month. 

Any deficit can be met temporarily from water store<! on 
Forest Lake and Pacific Grove Reservo1rs,1I but on June 27 the water 
available in t~~se two reservoirs ~ounted to only 95 ncre-feet. ~/ 

'1/ In Decision N~. 84527 we found the maximum smount of water t.~t 
could be prudently produced from the Seaside aquifer to be 
2,000 acre-feet per year .. 

11 Forest Lake has a max~ C8?4city of 340 aCre-feet and 
Pacific Grove 60 acre-feet. 
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It was obvious that consumption must be cut back below 

deo::snd and there was no protest against the dCGwati01l of a water 
shortage en:ergency. Test1mcr.ly, stat~ts, and comments at the 

hearings were confined to a plan for water rationing which 
had been drafted by representatives of Cal-A:n, the Monterey Peninsula 

Wa~er Man4gement Agency, the Cocmission staff, and other 1:lterested 

parties. 

During :eeesses and the time available between hearings, 

the parties met informally and revised the plan several times to meet 
problems brought out at the hearings. A final draft ~ presented in 

the afternoon of the June 29 hearing as Exhibit 80. Exhibit 80 was 
discussed informally in an off-t.'le-record conference and several 
changes were aeeepted unanimously. These changes were noted in the 

record and made on the face of the exhibit. Parties were then 

afforded an opportunity to object to any of the aspects of the plan. 
~'h.ile many of the participants noted that the plan would 

cause them inconvenience and even hardship, there were only three 

specific objections to the plan. A representative of ~ group of 
professional maintenance gardeners objected that the members of hi5 
group would be unable to complete their watering during the prosc.dbed 
period. A lendseape contractor protested that he would be unable to 

complete his contracts now in progress, and a purveyor of irrigation 
systems noted that drip irrigation could not be accomplished UDder . 
the terms of the order. 
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Discussion 
\18 are convinced that a water short..age emergency u 

c.ontemplated by Section 350 of ~he Water Code exists in Cal-Am's 
Monterey District, and we so find.!::! We also believe that the plan 

proposed in Exhibit 80, .as revised, is a rea.sonoble course of ac.tion 
to curtail the use of water and 'II:e will order its implementation. 
\.;e note the objections raised at the hearings, but suggest tr.at the 
persons who arc affected adversely make an attempt to &:!just their 
acti vities to conform to the pl2.n. Should such adjustment :lOt prove 

feasible, the aggrieved persons can petition for an adjustment as 

permitted by Section 6 of the rationir~ plan. 

~/ we he::-e construe the term "emergency" to toe.!SI1 a eombinati~ of 
c.ircumstances which calls for ~iate action and not the 
Gefinition given by Section 15025 of the "Guidelines" prescribed 
by the Seerctsry for Resources, ~~rgency mea~~ a sudden, 
unexpected occurrence demancing immediate action to prevent or 
mitigate loss or damage to life, health, property, or essential 
public services." Exhibit 24 in this proceeding (Kennedy 
Engineers t cODCl.u.sions and re~...dat1ons) shows that. the 
transmission main was operating at capacity in 1968 aDd that 
the resulting water shortage is neither "sudden" nor 
"unexpected". 
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Findings 

1. A water shortage emergency exists within the area served by 

the Montere~' District of California-American Water Cocpany sud~ that 
ordinary demands and requireme'!lts of ~te::, eonsumers cannot be 

sati~1e<i wi,thout de?leting the water supply of the distributor to 

the extent that there would be insufficient water for human COI2SUCIp­

tion, sanitation, and fire protectiotl. 

2. The water rationing plan attached hereto as AppenG°1x A is, 

under the circumstances, a j~t and reasonable set of regulAtions and 
restrictions on the celivery ,~d co~~tion of ~~ter. 

3. Because of the urgent necessity of curt8iling use of water 
in the Monterey District, this oreer should becoce effective on the 
date of signing. 

FOURnI INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS ORDEP~D ~~t: 
1. Californ1s ... AmeriC8:l ~ter Company shall on the dat·le hereof 

file and institute the water rationing plan for its MOnterey District 
attached to this decision as Appendix A as its Rule IlA 3Ild ::~e sucll 
rule effective tmmed1ntely upon filing. 
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2. The water rationing plan pr.!seribed herein shall be 
effective until further order of the Commission. 

The effeetive date of this order is the date hereof. 

Dated at ;'11 RcsDc1sen • CalIfornia. this 
day of ' 'tHO( , • 1976. 

, P::esident 
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MONTEREY DISTRICT ·"ATER RATIONING PLAN 

Section 1: Applicability 
1. So long as 3IJ.y res'trietion requ.ired by Phases One, Two, and 

Three of this rationing Plan is in effect, the following uses or 
water by customers served fro:n t.h~ water system of the !·j.on.terey 

District of Cali!ornia-~erican Water Co:npany are hereby prohibited. 
(a) All watering or fJ:J.y outsid.e landscape vegeta'eion 

of any ki:a4 by hosez or sprinkling sys'teQ.S, 
except as expressly allowed during the unrestricted 
hours per:ni tted during Phases One and Two as 
described in Section 2 below. 

('0 ) The washi:lg of side\1i3lks, walkways, drl veways, 
patios, parking lots, tennis courts, and other 
hard surfaced. a..-e3S by hosing or by use of water 
directly from faucets or other outlets, except 
~~t it Sh311 not be unlawful to wash such areas 
froQ water cont.ained in a bucket or container 
not exceeding three gallons capacity. 

(c) The washing of :llotor vehicles, ~ra1lers, airplanes, 
or boats by hOSing or by use or water directly 
fro=. faucets or other outlets, except: 

(1) It shall not be U:llald"ul to wash 
such eotor vehieles, ~ra11ers, air­
pla!lcs, or boats from water contained 
in 3 bucke~ or container not exceeding 
three gallons cSp:lci ty; and 

(2) During Phase One only this subsec'tion 
shall not be applicable to the washing 
of eotor vehicles, t.railers, airplanes, 
or boats at commercial vehicle washing 
facilities operated at fixed locations. 
Facilities ~ch use recycled water cay 
also operD.te d\.:.ri:a.g Phase ~. 

(d) Swim:rl.ng pools will not be refilled if emptied. 
Newly constructed Swimming pools cay be tilled 
in Phase One, but not Phase Two. All sw1::m:dng 
pool """at-er, whether for :'l.3keup, rill, or refill 
is b~ed during Phase Three. 
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(e) The use or wa'ter !roc hydrants for eonstruction 
purposes or for tire drills. 

2. During Phase One golf courses will coordinate t.h.e1r 
~ctivit1es with one another and adjust their water usage to a maximum 
or' SO pe:-cent of the usage during comparable perioas 1%1 1972. wring 

Phase Two, gol£ courses shall oe restricted to use no more than 15 
percent ot their us3gc <1uring comparable periods 1:1 1972. Golr 
courses shall be limited to wat.er1:l.g during the hours bet...eet:. 

9:00 p.m. and 7:00 3.m. c.uri:lg Phases One a:ld Two. 

3. Large quantity users (e.g., mili'tary, commercial. and 
industrial) will be individually reviewed by representsti ves or 
California-American ~ter Cocpany to determine other possible ~ter 
use S<lvings in addition to the curtailment or outdoor vat.erillS 
required by this Plan. 

Seet'1011 :2: Jh~ &t Pl'8ft 
The Plan shall be in four phases: 

1. Phase Zero: 
(a) Shall coc:nence ~en total usable water storage 

in the California-American ~t.er Comp.any·s 
storage reservoirs at Forest Lake aDd Pac1~c 
Grove exceeds 200 acre feet. 

(b ) During Phase Zero ~here shall be no c.9lldatory 
restriction on the use of water. 

2. Phase One: 
(a) Shall comcence when the total usable wter storage 

in the Cali~orn1~-Amer1ean Water Company's storage 
reservoirs at ~orest Lake and Pacific Grove drops 
to a s'torage level of 150 acre teet. 

(b) During Phase One all of the outdoor uses o~ water, as 
described in Seetion 1, shall be limited to 
the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.. 
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The Phase One 'oan shall be lifted and nor.::.al 
water uses { ?hase Zero) rei:::.stated when 2e 
total usable water stored in the Cali!'o:rnia­
American Water Company storage reservoirs at 
Forest Lake 3Dd Paei£ie Grove rise ~ a ~~rage 
level of 200 aere ~eet_ Notice or such chQnge 
from Phase One to normal eond.i tiOZlS shall be 
gi ven as hereinafter provided. 

3. ?hase Two: 

(a) Shall commence "men 'tOUU \1SW.b3:e vater storage 
in the Cal1f'or:U3-AmeriCa.'ll ll:ater Company 
storage reservoirs at Forest Lake and Pac1!1c 
G~ove drops to 70 acre feet and re=ains at or 
below that level for 24 consecutive hours. 

(b) During Phase Two all of' the outdoor uses of' 
wa~er, as descri'oed in Section 1, shall be 
l1cited to the hours of' 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m., 
on Tuesdays acd Fridays only_ 

(c) The Phase Two ban shall be lifted and the Phase 
One restriction reinstated only after the 
follOwing two conditions are met: 
(1) ':"he total uS<lblo water stored in the 

cal1fornia-A=erican Water Co~any 
storase reser70irs at Forest Lake 
and Pacific Grove rises to a storage 
level of 100 acre feet, and recai~ 
at or above t~at level f'or 4S 
consecutive hours. 

(2) Notice of such change from Phase Two 
U) Phase One haS been given as hereiD.­
~~er provid.ed.. 

4. Phase Three: 

(n) Shall commence wen the total usable water storage 
in the Ca1i!or:l.1a-American Wa~er Company storage 
reservoirs at Fores~ Lake and Pacific Grove 
dropS to 60 acre teet. 

(b) During Phase Three all or those outdoor uses ot 
water described in Section 1, including all gol! 
courses, shall be ~crm1nated entirely •. 
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(c) The pr..s.se Three ban shall be lifted. and the Phase 
Two restriction reinst.ated only a1'"ter the 
following t~ co~d1tions are met: 
(1) The total usable water stored in the 

Ca.lifo:"%lia-knerican ~Jater Company storage 
reservoirs at Forest Lake and Pacific 
Grove rises ~o a storage .level of SO 

~ ... ~!' 3cre.feet, ...... and:reca1llSi·at~~or.,;;above that 
level for 4S consecutive hours. 

(2) l~tice of such change fro: Phase Three 
to Phase ~~ has been siven as hereinafter 
p:-ovided • 

5. The j:)!"ocess of :::oving i"::-om ph:.:.se to phase can be repeated 
as often as the c~iteria therefor are oet. 

6. ~.'1 th the except10n of those ouUioor uses of water as 
described by Section 1 and a1lo~ by ?.tta,;raphs 1, 2, 
and :3 of this section, dur1Il6 Phases One, Two, .and Three 
of th1~ Plan all uses of water by any governmental 
agency shall be limted to those absolutely essential 
for hUJ::lS.n COZlSumptio::l, s~ ~ation, :md fire protection;··--

Section 3: Notice 

1. Immediately upon the· effective date of this Plan Californ1a­
Ameri'can W~ter Company shall mail notice of the ter::s or this Plan 

to 8.ll of its custooers by !"irst class :ca.1l, ~ cause the ter.:.s o£ 

t.h1s Plan to be publicized in the local news c.edia on the ;':Oz:ltercy 
Peninsula. 

2. Notice of changes in the phases or of any other mat.erial changes 
in this water ratj.oning Plan shall be accomp11sh~ by the Company 

using its best efforts to obtain the widest possible media coverage 
on the ~~nterey Peninsula or each such notice or change. 
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Violations or this Plan shall result in the £ollo~ng 

penalties: 
1. First violation: Written \I3l"%l.1ng that a turther violation 

will result in possible ~ter restrictions. 
2. Second viol.:ltion: California-American Water Co:npa.ny shall 

restrict the custocer's water service by inserting a device to 

reduce the custocer's water £low at his meter to th3~ ~ch Will 
flow through a one-eighth inch o~fiee, and ~~eh restriction shall be 
re=oved only ar",er .l one--week period h:lS elOlpseci, a:d upon payment by 

the cuetomer to Cal1fornia-A=erican Water Company of a $25.00 
reeonneetion tee. 

3. Third. violation: Cal1.forma-Acerican ~ter Company shall 

restrict the c11lStooer's "'-"ater service by inserting a device to reduce 
the customer's "'-"ater !low at his meter to that ~ch will tlow 
th...""Ough a one-eighth inch orifice, .and cuch restriction shall be 

re:.oved only when Phase Zero becomes .~!!ective aM the customer pays 

to California-American Water Company ,i $2;.00 recOJmection fee. 

Sect.ion 5: Termi:l3tion 
The t.erms or thi:: Plan shall remai~ in e!"tect. until 

~-ther order or the Pu~11c Utilities Commission. 

Section 6: Remedies 

Any person aggrieved by any action taken or threatened to 

be taken pursuant to this Plcm shall bave the right to first pet1 tiO::l 

the Public Utilities Commission star~, ~ such petition ~y include 
a request for interifll relief. Arly ~rson :lOt satisfied '4'ith the 
decision of the sta.!'f, ~ch shall ~e by a letter fro: the execut1 ve 

direetor of the Cocc.1ssion, shall the:l have the right to file a .fo:r:nal 
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co~plaint with the CoQQ1ssio~ an~ cay include a request for interic 
relief'. No other act10n .s.t l~w or in ~Qu1 ty shall aecr.1e ag.:nnst 
Ca::'1forn1~-A:ner1.::an Water Company beC:l'\.lSC or, or as a reS'.;.l t o'!, 
:.my ::latter or th:1.ng do.:.e or threatened to be done !)ursUaIlt to t..."le 
provisions or._'this -Plan •. 

" 


